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Trinity Lutheran Church
A welcoming faith community
living together in God’s love to
share the joy of Jesus Christ.

“Everybody has something to offer!”
Dear Church, God has given the staff of Trinity the responsibility and privilege for you the members of
the church to do the work of the church. You are not merely an observer of God's ministry here, you are
an active participant. So, we need you to be an active volunteer! The staff cannot (and should not!) do
this work alone, and neither should the same people every week. We invite you to re-engage in this
ministry for yourself and for your community. Everybody has been blessed with gifts and abilities to
share and here at Trinity, we have a form to help you discern how you want to use your talents. On the
weekend of September 10 & 11, Amanda (Dir. of Communications & Vol Coord) will be at church to
guide, help, encourage, trick, and swindle you into filling out our latest registry. To make it even more
enticing there will be a few computers set up that weekend to ensure things go
smoothly. Don’t want to be bothered at church? Work ahead of time and
complete one registry for each family member (including kids) by visiting
https://forms.gle/b1J3k6fQPD63XfMi9. We think it is easier to complete online
but if you prefer a paper copy they are always available in the church office. Just
remember you will need to return it to Amanda.

New & Improved Sunday Fellowship Needs You!

The old coffee brewer is long gone, replaced by a shiny new system that will make coffee service fun
and super-easy. Now all that’s missing is you! We need volunteers to host fellowship coffee time from
10:00 to 10:30 on Sundays. Please consider helping Trinity with this hospitality ministry. For more
information, contact Ron Bend at 970-310-3482 or 482-6678. Thanks!
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TLC book Group

TLC Book Group will next meet at 9:30 am on Monday, September
12 (a week later than usual because of Labor Day) to discuss
Braiding Sweetgrass by native American botanist Robin Wall
Kimmerer. In a series of essays, the author weaves together
indigenous wisdom, science, and the teaching of plants. It is an
easy book to pick up and put down because each chapter is pretty
much self-contained. Assuming the COVID dashboard remains at
yellow, we will meet in hybrid version – both in person in the Sun
Room and on Zoom. Looking ahead to October, our selection will
be Portofino: A Novel by Frank Schaeffer. The protagonist, the
son of a missionary, looks forward to his favorite event -- an annual
trip to Portofino. To join via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730.

Faith, Family, Hospitality Host Weeks
As fall approaches, Trinity will once again be hosting up to four
families who are experiencing homelessness; the families will be
with us for two weeks, October 2 – 15. Volunteers are critical for
this program, and we will be seeking members and friends to
prepare meals, to serve the evening meal, to spend the night as an
overnight host, to do laundry, and to set up and tear down at the
beginning and the end of host weeks. You can follow the link below
to take you to Sign-up Genius to learn more about the volunteer
options and to find a time that works for you: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/4090449AEAA28A6FB6-faith
Questions? Call Steph Dugger (970-223-9119) or Nadine Hunt
(907-825-3730).

Habitat for Humanity
Saturday, September 17 is our next build day for 301 Faith
Partners! Mid September will be perfect weather for a build day. If
you are interested, have never been to a build day or have
questions, please call me and I will enlighten you on the
satisfaction of building side by side with homeowners and seeing
this amazing neighborhood of 48 affordable - zero interest homes
going up in our community! 301 Faith Partners are also the faith
group preparing and serving lunch to those building that day. I am
looking for 2-3 folks to decide the menu, prepare it and serve it at
the build site. This is the highlight for the volunteers building that
day and we know that we have the BEST cooks at 301 Faith
Partners. Call or email Steph Dugger at 970-223-9119 or
steph.dugger@hotmail.com to volunteer for this amazing and
rewarding opportunity!
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Pastor’s Pondering
Here is one thing I learned from my time away this summer – and how the breaks in our work routine
differ.
“Days off are for refreshment. Vacations are for recreation.
Conferences are for retreat. Sabbaticals are for rest.”
While my mini-sabbatical was a ‘refreshing retreat with recreation’ – it was mainly as it should be, restful.
This rest functioned differently than sleeping and relaxing all day. The rest that came was a mindful rest,
a mental vacation from the burden of church and people. After five years at Trinity, 12 as pastor, 2 years
of Covid – it was necessary to have a brief respite – so that I could reengage in the ministry where God
and Trinity have called me. I am called to be who I am, where I am at, which has helped shape my
ministry goals and priority at Trinity.
During this time, I more fully discerned my call into three primary areas: to lead staff and equip their own
work and ministry; to lead worship in word and sacrament; and to foster our relationship with the 301
Faith Partners. Everything else is secondary, not because it is unimportant, but because our ministry
needs to be shared and done with the help of the community. I cannot do it alone.
I am still finding how best to spend my time and energy capacity, but have found one specific area
where I am falling short – homebound visits. I have gifts for acute visits, hospitals and funerals, new
members, and baptisms. However, when it comes to the visitation of our long-term growing list of shutins - I am unable to keep up.
I am inviting you into the ministry to visit our shut-ins. You can call, or write, bring communion or not, but
our ‘lay visitation ministry’ needs a reboot. This is an easy ministry to share, because one person, one
pastor, one staff, cannot do it alone. Trinity in the past has had a Visitation Pastor, and they have been
great assets. We do not have that right now, and as members of the church visiting is your
responsibility. You are the touch point between the church and those who cannot make it to worship.
You are participants in what God has called us to do.
So come, participate. Become a Stephen’s Minister (www.stephenministries.org), in a less formal way. I
am looking for 20 people or more to be leaders in this ministry. Let’s show our compassion and care for
our community who are unable to attend worship in person.
For those members, we value you! Please accept these visits from our Trinity lay folks as church visits.
We will do what we can as clergy but re not able to make regular home visits. Communion, a call, a
letter - is not less if it doesn’t come from the pastor or deacon. This visit is from us, your church, and we
are glad to be there with you.
Since coming back to work, even after a brief respite, this community and others have pointed out my
energy upon returning. I want that to last so that this mutual ministry with us may continue to thrive –
until God calls us to a new chapter. May we all find moments in God to refresh, recreate, retreat, and
rest.
Peace – Pastor Rick

Benevolence Survey

In anticipation of preparing the Ministry Funds Plan for 2023, we are asking you to complete a
questionnaire regarding our benevolence. As we did 2 years ago, we would like your input on what to
support. This should reflect Trinity’s commitment to social and ecological justice issues. Click HERE to
take the survey or look for link in the e-News.
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JET ECO Tip of the Month
From the 301 Faith Partners Joint Ecological Team (JET)
I grew up in St. Louis Missouri. There we have the confluence of the Missouri and Illinois Rivers with
the Mississippi River. These are only the major rivers of the area with many other tributaries feeding
into this great water basin. There seems to be an endless supply of water and as a child I thought we
would never run out of usable water for our country. Here in the intramountain west the story is
completely different, and crisis has been looming for many years as population pressure and drought
have had their effects on available water for city and agricultural use.
September 25 is World Rivers Day which has been observed for many years now. worldriversday.com/
resources/ But now there is a much greater urgency for us to acknowledge and act on the limitations in
available water. This issue not only affects the Intermountain West and the West Coast but the entire
United States because of agricultural produce from California that is so dependent on this water. To
know more, go to: Drought threatens Colorado River hydropower, major source of renewable energy
HERE. (DEBBIE KELLEY Debbie.kelley@gazette.com)
Please join the last meeting of 2022 for Joint Ecological Team (JET) on Tuesday, October 25, at 5:30
pm via Zoom HERE. Meeting ID: 350 899 592 | Passcode: 028929 The JET meets as needed to plan
educational events, bike to work day, volunteer opportunities and advocacy.

TLC Preschool Update
Fall is officially underway at TLC Preschool, with classes beginning Tuesday, September 6! A couple of
openings remain in each the T/Th 3 and 4 year old class as well as in the MWF Pre-K class, if anyone
you know might be interested.
Our Preschool Supply Fundraiser is also underway. You may have noticed the very unusual foliage
growing in the narthex – a pine tree that sprouted apples! Each apple has an item that would help us
begin the preschool year, and with your help, there’s less burden on the preschool families for school
supplies. We appreciate those of you who have already gotten some items to fill our apple basket –
thank you so much!
Ms. Tiffany and I are excited to soon see some happy faces back in the preschool classroom, and
we’re looking forward to another fun year!
Peace, Brenda Harju, Director

September Adult Forum
September 4: On Summer Break See you next week!
September 11: Our guest will be Shakir Muhammad from the Islamic Center of Fort Collins. Shakir will
be sharing information with us about their faith, cultures, people, and the role of the local mosque.
September 18: Member Stories returns to Adult Forum! Come learn more about your fellow Trinity
members!
September 25: Pastor Rick and Lindsay will share with us highlights of their recent trip to the Holy
Land.
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Highlights from Current Council Minutes

Financial Report
• Receipts to the end of May were $184,191 with expenditures of $184,939 for a negative balance of
$748 year to date.
• Mountain Kids has been reminded of their contribution to the parking lot reserve fund.
• Finance Coordinator Brenda Moore has begun to work with Debbie Schwartz and will assume her
new position on July 1.
• The grant request to the Synod for pulpit supply has been resubmitted.
• The Finance Ministry will wait until fall to consider whether benevolence can be increased.
• Our property insurance renewal will increase by about $6000 due to an increase in coverage as well
as some other recommendations made by the agent.
COVID Policy: A motion was made, seconded and approved unanimously to add to the COVID red
dashboard level the words “in-person meetings with staff approval only.” The policy also needs to
specify that the worship restrictions are for indoor – not outdoor -- services. Therefore, via email on 22
July a motion was made, seconded, and approved to add the following sentence to the policy: “It will
be left up to each community to decide if masks are mandated for outside services.”
Book Discussion: The Council resumed discussion of Becoming a Welcoming Church with emphasis
on cleaning and safety. In particular Council discussed the book’s assertion that guests may feel safer if
there is a police presence for worship. The consensus was that Council does not endorse a police/
security presence at worship, nor the use of active shooter drills. We also considered the questions of
clutter and cleaning.
Excellence in Leadership Project: The Council discussed the forces that either aid or which are
detrimental to achieving the goal of “Walking Together into Deeper Fellowship with our Faith Partners.”

Music Staff Recommendations: Worship & Music has recommended that Clint Ellerbe be hired as
Saturday night worship leader; that Nick Newman be hired for chancel and bell choir director; and that
Jennifer Parsons be hired as a Saturday night musician. The executive committee is working on salary
packages.
Committee Reports
• Worker’s comp has cleared Pastor Rick as being recovered from the arm injury suffered on the job in
March.
• Retirement celebration for Deb Schwartz is July 30/31.
• Irrigation system is up and running.
• Evangelism/Hospitality is waiting for quotes on electrical work for coffee pots.
• 21 children participated in VBS this month.
• Work on graphics and preparation for the sign structure of the new digital sign are going on
concurrently, but the congregation will have the chance to give final approval to the graphics.
Respectfully submitted, Nadine Hunt, Council Secretary
Complete minutes of Council meetings are available in the Church Office.

Food Truck Festival Celebrate Oktoberfest on the lawn
Enjoy burgers, hot dogs, and dessert, live music with Jerusalem Road, a bounce-house and other
games on the lawn at 301 East Stuart Street on Friday, September 23 from 6–8 pm. Bring your own
lawn chairs and beverages and enjoy a fun Friday evening with friends and neighbors!
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4

10:30 am Worship

5

Labor Day
Office Closed

6
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
5 pm Soc/Eco Justice
6 pm 301 FP Soc/Eco
Justice
13

11

Rally Weekend
12
9 am Adult Forum
9:30 am Book Group
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
3 pm Trust
4 pm Finance
11:45 am Faith Formation
4:30 pm Executive
6:30 pm Enneagram
6 pm Property
Journey
18
19
20
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
6 pm Council
6:30 pm Enneagram
11:45 am Worship & Music
Journey
25
26
27
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
6:30 pm Enneagram
Journey
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1

2

3
5 pm Saturday Praise

7

8

9:30 am Bible Study

6:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 pm Bells
14
15
9:30 am Bible Study

6:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 pm Bells
21
22
9:30 am Bible Study
6:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 pm Bells
7 pm Immigration
28
29
9:30 am Bible Study

9

10 Rally Weekend

5 pm Saturday Praise

16

17

9 am Thirsting for
Water

1 pm Kransekake class
5 pm Saturday Praise
23

24

5 pm Saturday Praise
30

3 pm Beg Spanish Class
6:30 pm Chancel Choir 4 pm Adv Spanish Class
7:30 pm Bells

Assisting In Worship
September 3/4 Sherry Albertson Clark/ Cherlyn Gorsky
September 10/11
/ Barbara Baggs
September 17/18
/ Paul Johnson
September 24/25 Vicki Volbrecht / Erik Elliott
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Adult Faith Formation Offering—The Enneagram Journey
A 12-week course Tuesdays, September 13 – November 29 from 6:30-8pm held hybrid
Grant Lord, that I may know myself that I may know Thee. Augustine
The Enneagram is a Spiritual tool that helps facilitate self-knowledge. It is an ancient personality typing
system that helps people better understand who they are and what makes them respond or act in the
particular ways that they do. The clergy of the 301 Faith Partners have all been studying the
Enneagram and found it to further their understanding of self, and others in such a significant that we
would like to offer it to the members of all three congregations.
Pastor Rick says about his Enneagram Studies “Enneagram has taken me on a humbling journey of
discovery for myself as pastor and person. This ancient sacred tool has helped me to understand my
motivation, compassion for myself, my strengths and weaknesses. The value of this learning will help
us not only as individuals, but as a diverse community who are motivated by different desires, to grow
together in relationship.”
Please join us as we delve deeply into this ancient tool of spiritual growth led via video by the Suzanne
Stabile and facilitated by the 301 Faith Partners Clergy. If you would like to register, please let your
clergy know if you plan to attend on line or in person so we will have an accurate estimate of the
total number of people to expect. This offering is available to parishioners from all three of our 301
congregations.
Workbooks can be purchased for $20 HERE. You will also need to purchase access to the online
videos for a fee of $10 which provides 6-months for you to watch and rewatch these videos. You will
find the link to purchase the videos by following the link above and hovering over the “Visit
Vimeo.com…) link in the #2 of Here’s How this Works.
If you have questions or are in need of a scholarship please contact your clergy. HERE is a link to brief
video about the Enneagram Journey Curriculum to view at your convenience.

Birthdays
Samuel Mullenbach
Sydney Mullenbach
Michele Christensen
Ken Teumer
Jan Deering
Arliss Solie
Eric Biedermann
Jason Telleen
Riley Bend
Lynne Pearson
Clark Nielsen

9/2
9/2
9/4
9/5
9/6
9/7
9/9
9/10
9/10
9/11
9/11

Steve Backsen
Madelyn Murphy
James Oscarson
Pearl Sauer
Dave Burgoon
Avery Bend
Thomas Solie
Christina Sobel
Ken Christensen
Larry Hoffmann
Karl Schmidt
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9/12
9/12
9/14
9/14
9/15
9/15
9/16
9/16
9/16
9/17
9/18

Kari Gaalswyk
Roland Kufeld
Debra Schilling
Claudia Haukebo
Jon Fosse
Mary Pat McCurdie
Sophia Sprain
Emma Sprain
Soren Nicholson
Jimmie Schwartz

9/18
9/22
9/22
9/23
9/26
9/26
9/26
9/27
9/28
9/30

Anniversaries
Erin & Andrew Sprain
Renee & Terry Mize
Vicky & Ron Splittgerber
Shelley& Richard Aust
Karel & Robert Waltermire
Sophia & Brandon Gorsky
Liz & Paul Johnson

9/2
9/2
9/5
9/5
9/6
9/11
9/11

Susan & Greg Schairer
Jeff & Maddie Fairfax
Glenna & Greg Brissey
Stephanie & Steve Dugger
Jan & Richard Deering
Luann & Tedd Schilling
Marissa & Cody Hopkins

9/15
9/16
9/18
9/21
9/23
9/24
9/29

The heart, hands & feet of God

Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts
and made a difference in the church OR community, please email
Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org.
Dear friends at Trinity, I enjoyed the many cards I got from my Trinity family for my 98th birthday. I am
grateful for good health and for so many good friends. I am very happy in my new home with my
daughter and son-in-law. Thank you, ~ Mary Alice Spelts
Dear Trinity members, Thank you for your thoughtful cards, caring words, and generous
congregational gift to help me celebrate the joy of retiring. To all of you members and Staff-current and
past-that have helped me learn, understand, and grow in so many ways over these past 26 years—a
heartfelt thank you. It has been fun and a privilege to work with you. To all of you that volunteered to
help in so many ways, it was a pleasure to get to know you better and a joy for the opportunity to work
with you—thank you. To Brenda Moore, our new Finance Coordinator--welcome! If you would like to get
to know her better, please consider volunteering in this area. Again, thank you for letting me serve you
for so many years. ~ Debbie Schwartz

2022 Ministry Fund Plan for the month of July and
for year-to-date as of July 2022
July
Year-To-Date
Receipts:
Offerings
$ 25,368
$
218,607
SPE and MoM Building Use Donations
740
16,980
Building Use
50
6,294
Total Receipts:
26,158
241,881
Expenditures:
Operating and Support
27,395
188,164
Ministries
7,571
57,697
Benevolence/Gifts (Synod, Sky Ranch, etc.)
6,036
14,515
Total Expenditures:
$ 41,002
$
260,376
Receipts less Expenditures:
$ (14,844) $
(18,495)
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Your Gifts In Action

Lutheran Campus Ministry (LuMin)
In August students are moving into housing, this year LuMin will support 18 students, 16 in apartments.
We want to thank Trinity for its budgeted donation in helping this happen. Four of the students
graduated last Spring. We hoped to get a grant last year to help hire a director, but we did not get
funded. We are blessed that one of the graduates from the initiative will provide 10 hours of leadership
this year. Soleil Gonzalez has a full time job at CSU in the PRIDE office. They said recently, “If it wasn’t
for this initiative I wouldn’t have graduated last year”. In addition we will have a social work intern and
the returning six students from last year to welcome the incoming students. Last Fall we worked with
Sky Ranch to host a weekend retreat and hope to do that again.

We are working with CSU to provide some of the meals this upcoming year, but will continue to need
meals from congregations. Thanks for 301 Faith Partners providing the first 9 weeks of meals last Fall,
and look forward to help again this Fall. We will be working with Weltha McGraw to coordinate those
meals, if you want to help you can contact her at weltha@hotmail.com.
Thanks to all of you that helped Plymouth Congregation host a home goods day for the students last
weekend.
CSU continues to be committed to having 25% of its students be first generation. That commitment and
the high cost of housing in Fort Collins make this initiative a high priority. LuMin is in partnership with
several CSU programs to ensure students can graduate in a timely manner without a boatload of debt.
Together we can support students to succeed.
When you give to Trinity, you give to Lutheran Campus Ministry (LuMin)

Preschool Supply Drive
LOOK for the Christmas tree growing apples - it’s a Hybrid! Each apple on the tree has
something the TLC Preschool needs to start the new year! You can bring the items and
put them in the basket provided. The Supply Drive will run till mid September. Some
things that are needed: glue sticks, scissors, markers, sharpies, box of tissues, masking
tape, black construction paper, and much more!

Thirsting for Water

Are you wondering exactly what to think about the climate crisis and widespread drought whose stories
fill our headlines almost daily? Where is God in all this news? What are the actual facts of the situation?
What is a holy response we can undertake? The Rocky Mountain Synod has an event coming up that
will help you learn, discuss, ponder and consider personal actions to address this crisis and its impact
on food production and hunger. The Thirsting for Water event is happening Saturday, September 17
from 9 am-3 pm at Bethany Lutheran Church in Cherry Hills Village, CO, and via Zoom. The
registration link is live now at rmselca.org/thirstingforwater. Cost is $25 per person on-site (includes
lunch) and $15 for Zoom participants. Register early to begin viewing and reading advance material.
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Saturday Night Praise & Worship
Psalm 149:1 - Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of the faithful.

Psalm 150:1-2, 6 - Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament.
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness! Let everything that
breathes praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!
Are you looking for worship that is contemporary in style? Do you like singing your favorite songs you
hear on the radio? Well, then, Saturday Night Praise & Worship is the place for you. We sing a mix of
the old and new contemporary songs that you hear on the radio or play on your phone while at home.
Accompanied by piano, guitar and some pretty sweet vocals, you can relax and be inspired by some
awesome words from the Pastor as well. This service is open and welcoming of "All Who Are Weary,"
and wanting to "Come Just As You Are". Service starts at 5 pm. See you there!

Altar Flowers
When you give to Trinity you give to the 301 Faith Partner Flower Committee and our shared altar
arrangements each weekend. For years Trinity has relied mostly on artificial flowers for decoration,
because it was hard to fill each week with donated flowers. However, St. Paul's passion to adorn the
altar with real flowers has enhanced our worship services to God's glory. We now have Trinity folks
working hand in hand with St. Paul's to arrange the flowers the following week, when altar
arrangements are divvied up and shared with homebound members. We will look to add a share of the
flower cost to the 2023 Ministry Funds Plan.
If you would like to join in the quiet joy of arranging the altar flowers, please call Mary Jean Currier at
(970) 223-7277, or email her at curriermjp@aol.com. The 301FP Flower Committee would love to
welcome you!
“God loved the flowers and invented soil. Mankind loved the flowers and invented vases.” ~Whimsical
variation of a saying by Jacques Deval

Cooking, icing, and eating Norwegian
Kransekake class

Join Amy Jo Martinson on Saturday, September 17 from 1-3 pm to
learn how to make Norwegian Kransekake. Norwegian Kransekake is
an almond, powdered sugar, egg white cookie eaten for special
occasions in Norway and Demark. It's crunchy on the outside and
chewy on the inside. At the class you will go over the recipe, make the
cookies, and options, including the special rings, actually bake some,
ice your own cookie to take home (just a few). This is a free will
donation to cover the costs of Trinitys building use. Contact Amy Jo at
starletajm@gmail.com or 719-293-5313 to RSVP (by September 10) or
with any questions. Kids are welcome, they can help make these fun
cookies, ice them, and eat them, yum!
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TRINITY LUTHERAN
301 E. Stuart St.
Fort Collins, CO 80525
(970) 482-1226

Rally For Justice
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church is hosting a Rally for Justice on Sunday, September 25 from 11:30
am-1:30 pm. The event will have food, games, and many organizations sharing information about how
they work in areas of justice in our community. We are extending invitations to the wider community,
including the neighborhood OSLC, and organizations in Fort Collins. All ages are welcome! There will
be food trucks, and fun games for youth! For more information visit OSLC’s website.
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