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Trinity Lutheran Church
A welcoming faith community
living together in God’s love to
share the joy of Jesus Christ.

Faith, Family, Hospitality Host Weeks
As fall approaches, Trinity will once again be hosting up to four families who are experiencing
homelessness; the families will be with us for two weeks, October 2 – 15. Volunteers are critical for this
program, and we will be seeking members and friends to prepare meals, to serve the evening meal, to
spend the night as an overnight host, to do laundry, and to set up and tear down at the beginning and
the end of host weeks. You can follow the link below to take you to Sign-up Genius to learn more about
the volunteer options and to find a time that works for you: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090449AEAA28A6FB6-faith Questions? Call Steph Dugger (970-223-9119) or Nadine Hunt (907825-3730).

VIDEOS!
Family Housing Network 10 year anniversary video! Click HERE.
FHS Guest Testimonials video! Click HERE.
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TLC book Group

TLC Book Group will next meet at 9:30 am on Monday, October 3,
in hybrid version – both in person in the Sun Room and on Zoom.
Our discussion will be on the novel Portofino by Frank Schaeffer.
The protagonist, the son of a missionary, looks forward to the
highlight of the year – a vacation trip Portofino. Looking ahead to
November, we will be reading historical fiction set in South Carolina
in 1739: The Indigo Girl by Natasha Boyd.
To join via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?
pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730.

Shared Worship

9 am Shared Adult Forum | 10:30 am Shared Worship
11:45 am -ish Shared Catered Free Lunch
Join the 301 Faith Partners on Sunday, October 30 for Shared
Worship at 10:30 am and catered free lunch after service. Don’t
forget shared Adult Forum at 9 am on Creation Care. The 301
Faith Partners Joint Ecological Team will be leading Adult Forum
on the theme of "Listen to the Voice of Creation". We lament the
loss of individuals, communities, species, and ecosystems, and
those whose livelihoods are threatened by habitat loss and climate
change. Our common prayer and action can help us listen for the
voices of those who are silenced. Please join us in the Sunroom
for this time of learning and conversation.

Discretionary Benevolence Sub-Team
In order to provide funds on an "emergency" basis for individuals,
groups or organizations that are not currently provided for in
Trinity's Ministry Funds Plan (MFP), the Finance Ministry
established a "Discretionary Benevolence Sub-Team". Finance has
approved $5,000 to be available for this purpose in 2022.

So far this year, only $450 has been requested and approved,
leaving $4,550 available. If you are aware of any extra-ordinary/
emergency needs that would benefit from this fund, you can obtain
a "Non-Ministry/Emergency Funding Plan" form from the office and
it will be forwarded to the sub-team for review and approval. Be
assured that the confidentiality of the request will be honored as
requested.
Thank you to the members serving on this ministry team: Jeff
McCutcheon, Kent Garvin, (Finance) Linda Hamilton and Steph
Dugger (Social and Eco Justice) and members-at-large Adrianne
Jurgenson, Marilyn Morrisey and Sherry Clark.
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Minister’s Message

Many times, over the last several months, I have found myself wondering what people who don’t
believe in God do during hard times. More accurately, I have wondered about people who don’t have a
community of faith to surround them during hard times. Because the truth is, we all have hard times. I
don’t know where I would be if it weren’t for my community of faith surrounding me over the last several
months, and that includes you, dear people of Trinity. I don’t know how many texts, emails, and phone
calls I have received to let me know that so-and-so was praying for me. Often, all I could write back was
the simple truth “your prayers are sustaining us right now, thank you”. I couldn’t explain it then and I still
can’t now but knowing so many people were praying for us was sustaining us. It kept me going on the
days when I didn’t know how I could keep going. It wasn’t my faith, or my conversations with God (there
were many), or devotionals, or my spiritual practices that kept me going. It was you, it was my family, it
was my colleagues, it was this church. It was your faith, your conversations with God, and your spiritual
practices where I found God beside me and strength within me.

In his book “When Bad Things Happen to Good People”, Rabbi Harold Kushner talks about just this. It’s
a long quote, but I think it’s worth the read. It tells of the importance of prayer, and the importance of
our community of faith.
“But when we reach the limits of our own strength and courage, something unexpected happens. We
find reinforcement coming from a source outside of ourselves. And in the knowledge that we are not
alone, that God is on our side, we manage to go on.…At a time when you felt so desperately alone, you
found out that you were not alone at all. You found out how many other people were hurting for you and
with you, and that is no small thing. They were trying to tell you that this was not happening to you
because you were a bad person…that is what their prayers were saying, and I suspect that it made a
difference.…In your desperation, you opened your heart in prayer, and what happened? You didn’t get
a miracle to avert a tragedy. But you discovered people around you, and God beside you, and strength
within you to help you survive the tragedy. I offer this as an example of a prayer being
answered.” (pages 143-144)
There are so many ways to be church. There are many ways Trinity is active within our local community
and within the world, and they are all important. Our faith, our collective faith, unites us. Our faith
transforms us, and therefore transforms our community, and therefore transforms the world. What an
honor to be a such an important part of one another’s lives. Thank you for the role you played in being
“an example of prayer answered” for me. I trust that as we continue to journey together, we will
continue to open ourselves to God in prayer, hold one another in prayer, and sustain one another
through our prayers.
Deacon Katie Kline, Education & Family Minister

Trust Fund
Watch for a letter and updated brochures in the mail this month from Trinity’s Trust Fund Board. There
will be an opportunity to discuss this information with members of the Board at the November 6 Adult
Forum.
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JET ECO Tip of the Month
From the 301 Faith Partners Joint Ecological Team (JET)
Do you save gas or lower emissions by letting your car idle rather than turning it off and on? Not if you
have a newer car with fuel injectors and computer controls, that is, your car doesn’t use a carburetor.
The break-even point is about 10 sec., much shorter than a typical red light. On the other hand, safety
first! You don’t want to enrage the drivers behind you by getting off to a too-slow start, so probably you
should let the car idle at a red light. Some newer cars have auto-stop/start capability, so the engine
stops after a few seconds, then automatically starts when you press the gas pedal. The drivers behind
you will likely never notice the difference.
What about cold mornings? Safety first! You may want to let the car idle to help clear frost from the
windows, but that won’t increase mileage, reduce emissions, or make your car last longer. For more
information, click on over to:
https://www.anl.gov/article/ask-a-scientist-when-is-it-more-efficient-to-turn-off-my-car-instead-of-idling
https://afdc.energy.gov/files/u/publication/idling_personal_vehicles.pdf
Please join the last meeting of 2022 for Joint Ecological Team (JET) on Tuesday, October 25, at 5:30
pm via Zoom HERE. Meeting ID: 350 899 592 | Passcode: 028929 The JET meets as needed to plan
educational events, bike to work day, volunteer opportunities and advocacy.

Fellowship
fellowship - fel-oh-ship | noun | : community of interest, activity, feeling, or experience
Saturday Fellowship Update
Greetings Saturday night TLC folks! Isn’t it great that we can all get back together and share fellowship
time? It’s a super-important way for us to connect with each other and greet visitors. Wine, apple juice,
cheese, and crackers can make for a simple yet special time together.
We could really use your help in making this ministry as easy as possible. We can train anyone who
hasn’t set up before. It’s really no big deal to pull together and only takes a few minutes before service.
If you can help with this important ministry, please contact Ron Bend at ronald.bend@gmail.com or call/
txt to 970-310-3482.

Sunday Fellowship Update
We’re working to make Sunday hospitality time the best it can be and there’s a place for you in this
ministry. Coffee and snacks are being set up by Saint Paul’s around 8:30 am each week so you can
join in while waiting for your Confirmation students or maybe heading to adult forum. We need Trinity
volunteers to make a fresh pot or two at 10 so we can all share fellowship time together. Then after
TLC’s service, stay and meet new friends over coffee or tea. We need Trinity volunteers to help clean
up everything after that.
The new coffee brewer makes it quick and easy – I can train you!
If you can help with this important ministry, please contact Ron Bend at ronald.bend@gmail.com or call/
txt to 970-310-3482.
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Highlights from Current Council Minutes

Financial Report
• Receipts to the end of July were $241,881 with expenditures of $260,376 for a negative balance of
$18,495 year to date.
• Congregational support worksheets for the 2023 MFP (budget) are due September 6.
• Benevity funds in the amount of $18,495 have been released and applied to the general budget.
• The grant request to the Synod for pulpit supply has been approved, but not yet received.
• Our payroll company Ministry Works will help us to update policies, particularly sick leave accrual and
leave policies.
Book Discussion: The Council discussed Becoming a Welcoming Church with emphasis on greeters and
the welcome center. The book’s recommendation of having a greeter at every door seems impractical for
TLC because of the large number of entrances to our building. But we should have lights on in the narthex
on weekdays to welcome guests to the office, and when we have outdoor worship, we should announce
that on the front door.
301 Faith Partnership: To improve communication about the partnership, the Council VP will report
monthly about Co-op activities, and we will also take steps to better communicate to the congregation
information about partnership activities and decisions. In addition, a Trust Development Survey for Trinity
members reacting on a scale of 1 to 10 to four statements about partnership trust will be developed for use
in an upcoming congregational meeting. The survey will also request a written response to the question:
How can we better build trust between the three churches of the 301 Faith Partners?
Nominating Committee: The Nominating Committee for 2023 is composed of Ron Bend (chair), Soren
Nicholson, Linda Hamilton, and Lee Lamb. The following positions will be vacant at the end of 2022: Vice
President, President, Property, Treasurer, and Hospitality/Evangelism. Two positions are also open on trust.
Leave for Deacon Katie: Deacon Katie will return to work on September 6th. The Executive Committee
has recommended three additional weeks of leave prior to her return made up of one week of 2022
vacation, one week of 2023 vacation, and one week of paid leave.
Congregational Meeting: Pastor Rick showed final plans for the design and placement of the new digital
sign. Council set a congregational meeting in the sanctuary for August 27-28 following each service for a
vote on congregational approval.
Ministry Reports
• Pastor Rick reported on a new style of pottery vessel that will be donated by a member to replace the
existing candles; this should solve the problem of the candles running out of oil before the end of services.
He also reported on his recent mini-sabbatical and announced that The Women’s Lectionary will be used
beginning in Advent.
• The Acting VP indicated that the partnership is looking at an anti-choking device and possibly the
availability of Narcan in the building.
• Social-Eco Justice provided information on the red flag program being offered. That committee is also
looking at surveying the congregation for input to determine benevolence recipients.
• Property Committee is dealing with the building being left unlocked.
Email Meeting of August 22 Via email, Pastor Rick brought to Council a request from the 301 Faith
Partners to change the masking restrictions for our gatherings. A motion was made that we still use the
Larimer County Dashboard, but with the following criteria: to adjust the “red” level to allow gathering in
person indoors but with mask required, and to make masks optional for indoor gatherings for both the
“green” and “yellow” levels. Although we will always have a hybrid option, this change removes the
requirement to worship online during a “red” level. The motion was approved by majority vote.
Email Meeting of August 31 – September 2 Via email Pastor Rick brought to the Council changes made
by the sign committee in the design of the electronic sign in response to input from the Congregational
Meeting of August 27 – 28. A motion was made and approved “that we adopt the new overall design as
presented in these photos/illustrations.”

Respectfully submitted, Nadine Hunt, Council Secretary
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FFH Host Week
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
9:30 am Fellowship
10:30 am Worship
9
FFH Host Week
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
9:30 am Fellowship
10:30 am Worship
16 FFH Host Week
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
9:30 am Fellowship
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am Worship & Music
23
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
9:30 am Fellowship
10:30 am Worship
30
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
9:30 am Fellowship
10:30 am Shared Worship
w/lunch

3 FFH Host Week 4 FFH Host Week
9:30 am Book Group 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast

6 pm Property
10 FFH Host Week

5 pm Soc/Eco Justice
6 pm FP Soc/Eco Justice
6:30 pm Enneagram Jrny
11 FFH Host Week

4:30 pm Executive

4 pm Finance
6:30 pm Enneagram Jrny

17

18

6 pm Council
24

6:30 pm Enneagram Jrny
25

5:30 pm 301 FP Eco Mtg
6:30 pm Enneagram Jrny
31
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5 FFH Host Week

6 FFH Host Week
9:30 am Bible Study

1
5 pm Saturday Praise
7 FFH Host Week 8 FFH Host Week

3 pm Spanish -Beg
4 pm Spanish -Adv

6:30 pm Chancel Choir
5 pm Saturday Praise
7:30 pm Bells
12 FFH Host Week
13 FFH Host Week 14 FFH Host Week 15 FFH Host Week
9:30 am Bible Study

3 pm Spanish -Beg
4 pm Spanish -Adv

6:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 pm Bells
19
20
21
9:30 am Bible Study
3 pm Spanish -Beg
4 pm Spanish -Adv

6:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 pm Bells
26
27
28
9:30 am Bible Study
6:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 pm Bells

3 pm Spanish -Beg
4 pm Spanish -Adv
7 pm Immigration

5 pm Saturday Praise
22

5 pm Saturday Praise
29

5 pm Saturday Praise
KEY
FP: Faith Partners
FFH: Faith Family
Hospitality
JRNY: Journey

Assisting In Worship
October 1/2 Ron Splittgerber / Shelley Aust
October 8/9 Ron Bend / Rick Aust
October 15/16 Andrew Zuniga / Nancy Harrison
October 22/23 Vicki Volbrecht / Patty Heyse
October 29/30 Sherry Albertson-Clark / Don Garman
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Adult Faith Formation Offering—The Enneagram Journey
A 12-week course Tuesdays, September 13 – November 29 from 6:30-8pm held hybrid
Grant Lord, that I may know myself that I may know Thee. Augustine
The Enneagram is a Spiritual tool that helps facilitate self-knowledge. It is an ancient personality typing
system that helps people better understand who they are and what makes them respond or act in the
particular ways that they do. The clergy of the 301 Faith Partners have all been studying the
Enneagram and found it to further their understanding of self, and others in such a significant that we
would like to offer it to the members of all three congregations.
Pastor Rick says about his Enneagram Studies “Enneagram has taken me on a humbling journey of
discovery for myself as pastor and person. This ancient sacred tool has helped me to understand my
motivation, compassion for myself, my strengths and weaknesses. The value of this learning will help
us not only as individuals, but as a diverse community who are motivated by different desires, to grow
together in relationship.”
Please join us as we delve deeply into this ancient tool of spiritual growth led via video by the Suzanne
Stabile and facilitated by the 301 Faith Partners Clergy. If you would like to register, please let your
clergy know if you plan to attend on line or in person so we will have an accurate estimate of the
total number of people to expect. This offering is available to parishioners from all three of our 301
congregations.
Workbooks can be purchased for $20 HERE. You will also need to purchase access to the online
videos for a fee of $10 which provides 6-months for you to watch and rewatch these videos. You will
find the link to purchase the videos by following the link above and hovering over the “Visit
Vimeo.com…) link in the #2 of Here’s How this Works.
If you have questions or are in need of a scholarship please contact your clergy. HERE is a link to brief
video about the Enneagram Journey Curriculum to view at your convenience.

October Adult Forum
October 2: Still a work in progress!
October 9: Fort Collins State Representative and former ELCA pastor, Andy Boesenecker, will lead a
discussion about abortion, based on the 1991 ELCA social statement.
October 16: Rabbi Sally Finestone will visit with us about the Jewish community of Congregation Har
Shalom here in Fort Collins.
October 23: We will discuss the Rocky Mt. Synod’s Voter Guide to help participants prepare to vote on
the various Propositions and Constitutional Amendments that will be on this November ballots.
October 30: The Joint Ecological Team of the 301 congregations will be leading Adult Forum on the
theme of "Listen to the Voice of Creation". Our common prayer and action can help us listen for the
voices of those who are silenced as we lament the losses that are threatened by habitat loss and
climate change.
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Birthdays
Phillip Chapman
Christopher Mize
Douglas Prebel
Paul Schairer
Donna Palmer
Stacie Knutson
Caley Faulkner

10/2
10/2
10/2
10/3
10/4
10/5
10/6

Luann Schilling
Deana Andrist
Richard Deering
Edward Fadness
Rachel Fairbairn
Katie Morrissey
Judith Titus

10/6
10/13
10/14
10/19
10/20
10/20
10/23

Gloria Weiderspon
Erin Sprain
Joleen Fairbairn
Henrietta Richardson
Wendy Gebhardt
Anne Jackson
Cherlyn Gorsky

10/23
10/24
10/25
10/27
10/28
10/28
10/30

Anniversaries
Jane & Mark Remmers
10/1
Judy & Keith Titus
10/2
Duane & Marianne Weinmeister-Ehrlich
10/2
Ginger & Leonard Russ
10/4

Tim & Susan Snyder
Georgia Lee & Jim Laird
Gayle & Lee Currie
Vicki Volbrecht & James Prater

10/7
10/16
10/16
10/30

The heart, hands & feet of God

Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts
and made a difference in the church OR community, please email
Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org.
Thank you to the amazing 301 FP kitchen cleaning crew, Lynne Pearson, Margaret Wick, & Linda
Hamilton (TLC), Weltha McGraw & Jacci Delia (SPE), Shelley Gibson & Joan Chapman-Smith
(MoM). They spent a Monday morning cleaning and reorganizing the kitchen. ~ All of us who use the
kitchen
Thanks for the many 90th birthday greetings that surprised me on 9/9. I had no idea that 90 years
deserved such recognitions. The greetings provided for much time for nostalgic contemplation. Also the
“get well” cards that have been sent as I continue to fight the virus in my inner ear. Thank you all very
much. ~ Eric Biedermann
Dear Trinity Lutheran congregation, thank you so much for your donation of $181 to Crossroad Safe
House. We deeply appreciate your support of our communities victims of domestic violence. Last year,
crossroads advocates answered 1,765 crisis calls and we provided 9,800 nights of emergency shelter.
We served 3,557 victims and their children across all programs to help families on their journey to live a
life free of abuse. ~ Crossroads Safehouse
Dear friends at Trinity Lutheran church, thank you for your continued generous donation ($121) to
McBackpack Inc. McBackpack Inc., [in partnership...], continue to provide nutritional food to children and
families within the Poudre School district who would otherwise go without. Your donation will help us
greatly as we enter the 2022-2023 school year. ~ McBackpack Inc.
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Your Gifts In Action

Family (Teaching Tree, Lutheran Family Services, Summit Stone, Crossroads)
Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains (LFSRM) is a non-profit organization established in
1948, LFSRM provides many social services including foster care and adoption, refugee services,
caregiver support and management, advice on pregnancy options and referrals to other social services.

Initially, LFSRM facilitated adoptions of babies but over time they expanded their programs to reflect the
needs of communities they served. Today, LFSRM is the largest refugee resettlement organization in
the Rocky Mountain Region and one of the largest private foster care providers in Colorado. To read
more about their programs, visit their web site at lfsrm.org.
Teaching Tree Early Childhood Learning Center has been serving the community as an affordable
childcare center since 1970. Today it is the largest non-profit childcare center in Larimer County,
providing care for over 300 families a year. Each family pays according to a sliding fee scale based on
their income and number of children enrolled.

Despite the COVID pandemic, in 2020, their enrollment increased by 102 children from the previous
year; they enrolled 45 more children from low-income families; served over 78,000 meals and snacks;
opened six new classrooms; and increased their scholarship program by $98,000. For more information
on their achievements last year, read their annual report at teaching-tree.org.
Outreach Fort Collins is an on-the-street program working in the downtown and northern Fort Collins
business community. A team of professionals responds to calls of disruptive behavior by individuals
experiencing homelessness and deescalates situations by listening, displaying empathy, and
collaborating with various charitable organizations to provide physical, mental, and housing
opportunities to those who need them. In 2020, Outreach coordinated services between 447 individuals
and various providers in the area. For more information about this valuable program go to
outreachfortcollins.org or contact Lisa Dunworth or Andy Sprain of Trinity.
When you give to Trinity, you give to Teaching Tree, Lutheran Family Services, Crossroads

2022 Ministry Fund Plan for the month of August
and for year-to-date as of August 2022
August
Year-To-Date
Receipts:
Offerings
$ 20,602
$
239,110
SPE and MoM Building Use Donations
6,302
23,282
Building Use
525
6,819
Benevity Funds Releases
18,495
18,495
Total Receipts:
45,924
287,706
Expenditures:
Operating and Support
$ 27,103
$
214,704
Ministries
7,689
65,316
Benevolence/Gifts (Synod, Sky Ranch, etc.)
14,515
Total Expenditures:
34,792
294,535
Receipts less Expenditures:
$ 11,132
$
(6,829)
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Youth Gear Drive Begins

The Youth Gear Drive for new 2022 immigrant students at PSD will begin Sunday, September 25 with
Trinity's front door serving as one of several drop off points. The drive is coordinated by ISAAC in
cooperation with the school district. This year we will be helping collect for close to 100 new high school
and junior high school students. Our donations will provide for these teens who have not experienced
winter temperatures in their past and have such few resources themselves.
What is needed:
• New teen appropriate winter jackets for ages 12-18 (sizes youth 12/14/16 and sizes adult small,
medium, and a few large. Darker colors are preferred; we're told black is a favorite.
• New winter hats and gloves, sizes teen, small, medium and large (or one-size-fits all)

• Hygiene Bags** that include: a canvas shopping bag, regular size shampoo, conditioner and body
lotion, razors, deodorant and a brush. **You can also contribute hygiene items in bulk, without
assembling a bag.
• Gift Cards If you cannot donate material items but would still like to contribute, you can donate
towards $50 gift cards, directly on the ISAAC website HERE.
Drop off:
• At Trinity’s main NORTH circular drive entrance
• Monday-Thursday (Sept 26-Oct 10) 10 am-3 pm AND Sundays (Sept 25-Oct 9) 10 am-2 pm
Thanks to Trinity for responding to this need through this program sponsored by the Immigration Task
Force of our Social and Eco Justice Ministry.

FOCOLU Habitat for Humanity
The duplex in this photo is the home FOCOLU is building and financially supporting for Stephen &
Ashlen. On September 17 the FOCOLU group working on this home was Jackson & Katie Dryg from
Trinity and Len Russ from MoM. Lunch was provided by Jody Werner & Gray Currier from SPE along
with Linda Hamilton from Trinity. You might recognize people you know from the other churches in the
photo. We come together to help our neighbors - Stephen & Ashlen - so that they may enjoy an
affordable forever home in Fort Collins! Thank you to ALL!
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Eagle Scout Project update

Rowan Flynn of the Troop 195 at Trinity completed his Eagle Scout project on the Mason Trail on
September 11. Rowan added a repair station with tools attached for bikers to use, he rebuilt a bench
and fixed up the shelter built by Kiwanis. Thank you to Cheryl Backsen and Nancy Harrison for
providing lunch to those helping with the project!
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