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Fall Cleanup Day, Please Save-the-Date: 
 

Our Property Ministry has tentatively scheduled the annual Fall Cleanup Day for Saturday, November 

6, from 9 AM to 1 PM.  That date may change if there are other events that day, but for now that’s 

what we’re thinking.  Please plan to bring your favorite rake, leaf-blower/leaf-vacuum, pruning shears, 

and/or other tools to clean up the church campus. If you would prefer to work inside or if the weather is 

too bad to be outside, please plan to bring cleaning supplies and hand vacuums for interior room 

cleaning.   If you would be able to help with some informal childcare, that would be great, too. 

Questions or comments: Steve Dugger, Property Ministry, at (970) 691-7469. 

LuMin Meals 
We will be filling the bellies of the students at our local Lutheran Campus Ministries (LuMin) again this 

Fall and Spring semesters. They were not able to host meals last year, so let's help to start off the 

school year with some hearty meals from our wonderful cooks! Looking for families, individuals or small 

groups to prepare a meal and bring to the LuMin building on designated Sunday evenings. We will 

worship with the students, then serve the meal and help cleanup. Most students will be vaccinated. 

Please adapt your meals for those that do NOT eat meat, wheat or lactose. 

Dates that we need to fill are: 

10/10/21 11/14/21 1/30/22 3/27/22 4/24/22 

Contact Steph Dugger if interested 970-223-9119 or steph.dugger@hotmail.com. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
A welcoming faith community 
living together in God’s love to 

share the joy of Jesus Christ. 
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TLC book Group 
The TLC Book Group will return to Zoom on Monday, October 4

th
, at 

9:30 a.m.  Our October selection will be Crow Lake by Canadian 
author Mary Lawson.  Set in the "badlands" of northern Ontario, the 
book is a universal drama of family love and misunderstandings, of 

resentments harbored and driven underground. 
 

Looking ahead to November our selection will be The Women of the 
Copper Country by Mary Doria Russell.  This historical novel is set 
in 1913 Calumet, Michigan, where a 25-year-old woman leads a 
strike against the largest copper mining company in the world. 

The Zoom link for both discussions is:  https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09  

 

Questions?  Cal Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730 

Adult Forum in October 
Please join us at 9am Sunday mornings in the Sunroom for 

discussion and discernment about many different topics.  Watch 

the weekly enews for more information. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 

301 E. Stuart Street 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 

www.trinitylutheranfc.org 

Facebook: /TLCfortcollins 

Phone: (970) 482-1226 
Fax: (970) 482-0817 

Preschool: (970) 221-9852 
After Hours Emergency: 

(970)-400-7252 

OFFICE HOURS 

MON-THURS 9AM-3PM 

WORSHIP TIMES 
SATURDAY: 5 PM 

SUNDAY: 10:30 AM 

Senior Pastor 
Rick Reiten 

pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Education & Family Minister 
Deacon Katie Kline 

katie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Office Administrator 
Deana Andrist 

office@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Financial Manager 
Debbie Schwartz 

dschwartz@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Communications & 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Amanda Backsen 
amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Choirs &  
Saturday Worship Leader 

Paul Falk 
paul@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Church Musician 
Carrie Hansen 

carrie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

A/V Techician 
Joshua Moore 

TLC Preschool Director 
Brenda Harju 

bharju@comcast.net 

Trinity’s Little Pantry 
"Trinity's Little Pantry, located right outside on our street, is a 

project to address food insecurity without any red tape, a way to 
show our neighborhood we care.  Trinity volunteers check the 

pantry once a day to re-stock and make sure it is in good 
order.  Trinity volunteers also shop for nutritious non-perishable 
food that requires little preparation.  Cash donations would be 
welcome and are needed at this time.  If you are moved by the 
spirit to help, please send a check to the office, noting "Food 

Pantry" in the memo.  If you are a Thrivent member, perhaps you 
would consider applying for Thrivent Action Team funds.  Thank 

you!" 

TLC Choirs 
All Those interested in Ringing or Singing for this year, please 

contact Paul at paul@trinitylutheran.org to find out more info...Bell 
Choir rehearses Wednesdays at 6pm and Chancel Choir at 

7pm.  More Voices/Ringers welcome! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
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Pastor’s Pondering 
State of the Church Address? 
 
Usually, the State of the Union address comes in late January or early February, coincidentally around the same 
time as a church annual meeting.  Since Trinity does budgeting (Ministry Funds Plan) and voting for new leaders 
in November, our annual meetings are more celebrations of where we have been and where we are going.  
Thus, it often feels like a “State of the Church” address.  Except there are less standing ovations.  
 
However, as we come into the fall time and pick back up with indoor worship, volunteering, education, activities, 
after 18 months of Covid fatigue (and continuing), it probably is a good time to hear where we are as a 
congregation.  Trinity is healthy – financially, physically (mostly), and relationally with staff and leaders, 
with our 301 Faith Partners, throughout our community. I am grateful for you and your faithful 
determination as we ride these challenging waves together. 
However, there is also room to grow.  
     Financially  

we are at 53% of our expected giving, yet we are 2/3 through the year.  This is not uncommon, but it is 
still important to point out.  We do have a good positive balance in the checkbook, due to the 
Paycheck Protection Program, as well as reserves, but do not want to continually use up these 
resources.   

 
Additionally, through the generosity of employer matching funds, we have receipts (approximately 

$17,000) that can be applied conditionally toward the budget. These funds are used for operation, 
building maintenance, and community benefit, but not for proselytizing. This helps to cushion our 
deficit, and allow room for us to continue to be generous to our community.  Though, without this 
creative giving practice, we would be in a more difficult state. If your employer does matching funds 
through a company called Benevity, you may be able to give to Trinity in a similar way.   

 
Lastly, without our 301 Faith Partners, Mary of Magdala and St. Paul’s, contributing over $32,000 a year 

to shared expenses, we wouldn’t be able to do the ministry that God has called us to.  We would 
survive, but would not thrive.  While this is positive, we still are growing into the ways to share capital 
expenses together, so that needs of the entire community are equitable.   

     Volunteers 
It takes a village to lead a church, and you are part of this village community!  Over the last 18 months a 

lot of our opportunities to volunteer have gone away, and we have relied on support staff to carry on, 
and they have been essential.  However, we invite you to share in these ministry opportunities, as it 
connects you deeper into this village.   

 
We have found that a lot has changed over 18 months, and the contexts for our community have 

changed.  Some folks have stopped driving.  Others have given up their duties.  Some have moved.  
 

Lastly, while the majority of our community is vaccinated from Covid, there are still legitimate concerns 
over gathering in person. We respect these views and seek to have safe gatherings, though it limits 
our volunteer pool. 

 
Our volunteer pool though is expanded with our 301 Faith Partners, and we still have a lot of room to 

grow and share in the responsibility of the building and ministry.  We also share the gifts of support 
staff, such as Faith Formation and A/V Tech, and are looking for ways to be creative in the 
partnership.   

 
The State of the Church is we are in good hands – not only because we have a solid and faithful congregation, a 
growing partnership, and supportive community here at Trinity, but because the Church is in God’s hands.  God 
has given us responsibility to lead well, and still, the ministry is God’s to do with what God wants and needs.   
 
God knows better than we do.  Our role is to listen and respond.  
 
Thanks be to God because God holds us together. 
Peace, Pastor Rick  
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Your GIFTS In Action 

When you give to Trinity, you give to  

Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains (LFSRM) 
Inspired by the compassionate love of Christ, LFSRM walks with the vulnerable through services that 

heal, strengthen and provide hope. 
A non-profit organization established in 1948, LFSRM provides many social services including foster 
care and adoption, refugee services, caregiver support and management,  advice on pregnancy options 
and referrals to other social services. 
Initially, LFSRM facilitated adoptions of babies but over time they expanded their programs to reflect the 
needs of communities they served.  Today, LFSRM is the largest refugee resettlement organization in 
the Rocky Mountain Region and one of the largest private foster care providers in Colorado. 
The Rocky Mountain region has offices in Denver (headquarters), Colorado Springs, Greeley, Fort 
Collins, and the Western Slope, as well as Albuquerque and southern New Mexico, and Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 
To read more about their programs, visit their web site at lfsrm.org.   
 

Teaching Tree Early Childhood Learning Center 
Nurturing children. Supporting families. Strengthening community. 

Teaching Tree has been serving the community as an affordable childcare center since 1970. Today it 
is the largest non-profit childcare center in Larimer County, providing care for over 300 families a year. 
Each family pays according to a sliding fee scale based on their income and number of children 
enrolled.  
Despite the COVID pandemic, in 2020, their enrollment increased by 102 children from the previous 
year; they enrolled 45 more children from low-income families; served over 78,000 meals and snacks; 
opened six new classrooms; and increased their scholarship program by $98,000. 
For more information on their achievements last year, read their annual report at https://teaching-
tree.org. 

 
Outreach Fort Collins 

Maintaining our community as a safe and welcoming place. 
Outreach is an on-the-street program working in the downtown and northern Fort Collins business 
community.  A team of professionals responds to calls of disruptive behavior by individuals 
experiencing homelessness and deescalates situations by listening, displaying empathy, and 
collaborating with various charitable organizations to provide physical, mental, and housing 
opportunities to those who need them. 
In 2020, Outreach coordinated services between 447 individuals and various providers in the area. 
For more information about this valuable program go to https://outreachfortcollins.org or contact Lisa 
Dunworth or Andy Sprain of Trinity. 

 
 
St. Paul’s Flower Committee would like to invite anyone at                                        
Trinity Lutheran who is interested in learning about arranging flowers 
(particularly arrangements for the altar) to a flower-arranging class. The 

class will be Thursday, October 21, 2021, at 10 AM, and will be taught by a professional florist at 
Palmer House Florists! The large, altar-type arrangement you will make will be yours to keep. The 
cost is $65 per person, or $35 if you would like to help arrange flowers for SPE/TLC Saturday/
Sunday church services in the future. Please contact Mary Jean Currier (curriermjp@aol.com, or 
223-7277), by 10/15/2021 if you are interested. Thank you! 

https://teaching-tree.org
https://teaching-tree.org
mailto:curriermjp@aol.com
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Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

Phillip Chapman  10/2 

Christopher Mize  10/2 

Douglas Prebel  10/2 

Paul Schairer  10/3 

Donna Palmer  10/4 

Stacie Knutson  10/5 

Caley Faulkner  10/6 

Luann Schilling  10/6 

Deana Andrist  10/13 

Richard Deering  10/14 

Edward Fadness  10/19 

Rachel Fairbairn  10/20 

Katie Morrissey  10/20 

Judith Titus   10/23 

Gloria Weiderspon  10/23 

Erin Sprain   10/24 

Joleen Fairbairn  10/25 

Henrietta Richardson 10/27 

Wendy Gebhardt  10/28 

Anne Jackson  10/28 

Cherlyn Gorsky  10/30 

Jane & Mark Remmers   10/1 

Judy & Keith Titus    10/2 
Duane & Marianne Weinmeister-Ehrlich 10/2 

Kristina & Bradley Brown   10/4 

Ginger & Leonard Russ   10/4 

Georgia Lee & Jim Laird   10/16 

Gayle & Lee Currie    10/16 

Vicki Volbrecht & James Prater  10/30 

2021 Ministry Fund Plan for the month of August 

and for year-to-date as of August 2021 

   August Year-To-Date 

Receipts:     

   Offerings     $20,195   $       235,760  

1)Building Use        $4773             26,500  

Total Receipts:    $24,968          $262,261  

Expenditures:   

   Operating & Support       27,064            213,758  

   Ministries         5,462              57,268  

1)Benevolence/Gifts (Synod, Sky Ranch, etc.)            123              20,734  

Total Expenditures:    $32,649          $291,759  

     

Receipts less Expenditures:     $(7,681)         $(29,499) 
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3 
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

9 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

4   
9:30 am Book Group 

 
 

6 pm Property 

5      
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

 
5:15 pm Soc/Eco Justice 

6 pm  FP Soc Justice 

10    
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

9 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

11:45 am Faith Formation 

11  
 
 
 
 

4:30 pm Exec Council 
 

12 
 
 
 
 

17    
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

9 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

11:45 am Worship & Music 

18    
 

6 pm Council 
 
 

19     
 
 
 
 

24     
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

9 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

25  
 
 
 
 
 

26  
 

6 pm JET Eco Mtg 
 
 

31      Halloween 
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

9 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Shared Service 
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Assisting In Worship 
October 2/3      Vicki Volbrecht / Nancy Harrison 

October 9/10    Bonnie Bend / Margaret Wick 

October 16/17  Ron Bend / Gerry Olson 

October 23/24   Vicki Volbrecht / Eric Jurgenson 
October 30/31   Joleen & Bob Fairbairn / 

(Shared Service) 

    
 

 
 

1 
 
 

Coyote Howl—— 

2 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 
——-@ Sky Ranch 

6       
 
 
 

6 pm Bells 
7 pm Chancel Choir 

7   
9:30 am Bible Study 
11 am Finance Wksp 

 

8   
 
 
 

9    
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

13 
 
 
 
 

6 pm Bells 
7 pm Chancel Choir 

14  
9:30 am Bible Study 

 

15    
 
 

16   
 
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

20    
 
 
 

6 pm Bells 
7 pm Chancel Choir 

21    
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
 

630p  301FP Co-Op 

22   
 

23   
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

27 
 
 

6 pm Bells 
7 pm Chancel Choir 

28 
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
 

7 pm  Immigration 

29   
 

30 
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 
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Highlights from Current Council Minutes 
 
Finance Report Highlights 

-Receipts to the end of July 2021 were $237,293 with expenditures of $259,111 for a negative balance 
of $21,818. 

-The Financial Examination report submitted by the review committee indicated that there were no               
concerns about the financial procedures of the church for 2020. 

-Worksheets for next year’s MFP (budget) are due on September 7. 
-The finance committee continues to review the job description of Debbie Schwartz in preparation for her                      

retirement.   
 

Reports 
-The Saturday evening vocalist is moving out of state, and Paul Falk is seeking a replacement.  
-Maddie Fairfax will be hired for three months to handle the webpage, e-news, and Facebook                              

responsibilities while Amanda Backsen is on maternity leave.  Deana will cover the remainder of 
Amanda’s responsibilities. 

-A job description has been developed for the Sunday School director who will be an employee of SPE. 
-The Council Retreat is scheduled for October 16

th
 from 9-4.  Members of the Faith Partner churches will 

join us for part of the session.   
-The bill for the tree trimming project was $2000 above budget because, the pine tree at the NW corner 

of the west parking lot was weakened in the winter storm and had to be removed.   
-Hospitality & Evangelism is looking at ideas to make the entrance and gathering area of the church 

more welcoming. 
 

Faith Vision Partners:  Council reviewed the three-pronged charge for the Faith Vision Partners:                 
1) Educating the three congregations about the process developed by the Vision Team; 2) Working on a 
new sign for the church building along Stuart; 3) Creating a planning team who will project what the plans 
for the 301 Faith Partners will be ten years in the future.     
 
Repurposing Space in the Church Building:  The first part of the plan approved at the July meeting has 
been executed:  MOM and SPE clergy have moved out of their “old” offices into temporary locations and 
have been replaced by Lupton Abshire and the pre-school director.  Two contractors have come to the 
church on pre-bid visits and both have recommended against building a clergy office in the existing library. 
A new proposal has been drawn up that would divide the office nearest to the west door into two smaller  
offices, with a sliver of the Fireside Room  being used to create a hallway providing access to the back             
office.  The existing Fireside Room would become the library, and the existing library would become an 
open administrative area for all three churches.  Bids will be solicited, but a congregational meeting will be 
required for final authorization. 
 
Update of Worship Guidelines:  A motion was made, seconded, and approved that the partner churches 
move to a recommended maximum capacity of 125 in the sanctuary for worship beginning in the fall, with 
overflow seating in the Fellowship Hall if required.  Our vision would be that every other pew is roped off, 
and that family groups sit on opposite ends of the open pews.   
 
Annual Meeting for Election of Council and Approval of MFP:  The Annual Meeting will be held both 
in person and via Zoom on Saturday and Sunday, November 20-21.  An informational meeting about the 
MFP (budget) will be scheduled for November 14.  Pastor Rick will activate the Nominating Committee. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Nadine Hunt, Council Secretary 
 

Complete minutes of Council meetings are available in the Church Office. 



 

October 2021  |  9 

TLC Preschool Update 
The preschool year is off and running with lots of smiles and enthusiasm, and only a few tears! 
 
Both classes are nicely full, varying between 10 and 12 children per day.  We’ve had our first chapel 
sessions with Pastor Rick and Deacon Katie, where absolutely no fun at all was had. (You know I’m kidding, 
right?!) 
 
We’re settling into our new routines, learning how to share and make new friends as well as what the Bible 
is and all about Creation! 
 
We’re looking forward to our returning Book Sale fundraiser on November 13 and 14, and we SO appreciate 
the many, many donations that have been coming in.  Remember to come find great new reads at our sale! 
 
Many thanks, as always, for your continued support of our ministry!   
 
 
God’s Peace,  

Brenda Harju, Director 

Book Lovers Used Book Sale 
Hallelujah! We have dates on the calendar for our 5th Annual Book Lovers Used Book Sale in support of our 

TLC Preschool! Please mark your calendars for Saturday, November 13, from 6-7 pm & Sunday, 

November 14, from 8 am-1 pm. Please and thank you for bringing all of those books you read during the 

pandemic and want to recycle!!!! Collection boxes are in the Fellowship Hall next to the Education wing door! 

Any adult or children fiction and nonfiction books are welcome as well as audiobooks or CD books! Thank 

you so much for supporting TLC Preschool! 

Immigration Task Force of the Joint Social & Eco Justice Team –                           
Monthly Report – September 2021 

 

This group has been busy over the summer. Highlights include members from the three Faith Partner 
churches (1) delivering meals weekly to families in need and (2) attending a Wednesday evening vigil in 
August sponsored by ISAAC (Interfaith Solidarity and Accompaniment Coalition) for DACA (Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals) and Dreamers (Young undocumented immigrants).  
 
You are invited to join this group as we partner with ISAAC to learn more about how to navigate the immi-
gration system in the US and how we can support and accompany our neighbors on their journeys. 
 
Upcoming Events and Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Irish Elementary Escuela Bilingue needs volunteers to read individually with students. Sign up 
with Poudre School District as a volunteer https://www.psdschools.org/community/volunteers, 
then contact Sarah Sanchez christine6677@hotmail.com (A teacher at Irish) to get connected 
with the volunteer program at Irish. 

Conversational Spanish Classes are being set up for the fall. Dates and time of day to be deter-
mined. Learning may be in person/online/hybrid. Contact Katie Kline if you are interested in 
participating as a learner or as a mentor. katie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Next Immigration Task Force Meeting is Thursday, September 30 @ 7PM  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/350899592?pwd=VWgvQmR4Nm5oL2Vxc2dic05tbEdhUT09                                       

Meeting ID: 350 899 592 // Passcode: 028929 

https://www.psdschools.org/community/volunteers
mailto:christine6677@hotmail.com
mailto:katie@trinitylutheranfc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/350899592?pwd=VWgvQmR4Nm5oL2Vxc2dic05tbEdhUT09
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President’s Perspectives 
Dear Trinity Family,     
 
Time just seems to march by, and now we are starting October 2021.  With the fall here, we find that 
we are looking forward to 2022.  What will 2022 bring?  Will the pandemic finally be over?  Will we be 
able to celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas with our families and friends?  What will members of 
Trinity Lutheran Church of Fort Collins be able to accomplish as a faith community in 2022? 
 
I do not pretend to have the answers.  We have lost so much of our sense of community over the past 
19 months.  However, I do know as we look into our future, we need to develop a Ministry Funds Plan 
(budget) that is filled with ministry and community building.  Our stewardship drives of the past few 
years have centered around moving from maintenance to ministry.  Then Covid19 hit!  In these days 
following a financially challenging pandemic for families, businesses, schools, government  and  yes, 
churches, it is my opinion that moving more to ministry is more important than ever.  Let us work to 
continue to be a beacon of strength, inclusiveness, love, and faithfulness to our communities within the 
walls, within our geographic area and around the world.   
 
The finance ministry is working very hard to develop a MFP (budget) that will stay within our projected 
giving and still allow us to move more into ministry.  Please help us by being mindful of the many needs 
of TLC: volunteers, financial support, and prayers. 
 
Your council will be spending a Saturday in October at a retreat at which we will be looking at ways to 
meet the needs of our entire community as well as our nation and world.  We also hope to work with 
our 301 Faith Partners, developing an understanding of our similarities  and embracing our differences, 
while building relationships that are built on trust, love, and support.  Please keep us in your prayers as 
we work to determine the best ways to serve you and our community. 
 
Again, so many have prayed and now are asking about our little Jaxon and his parents, we thank you.  
Jaxon’s third surgery was every bit as successful as his first two.  Jaxon is doing great and continues to 
be a happy, loving, growing little boy.  John and I are looking forward to his birthday celebration on 
October 2

nd
, and Jaxon is looking forward to solid food!  Thank you again for all of your wonderful 

support.  I’ve heard it takes a village to raise a child, well Jaxon certainly has a great village. 
 

Until next time, I wish you all well and God’s blessings. 

Betty Ann Petitjean-Wagner,                                                                                                                                  

TLC Congregation President 

Pinned! 
Did you notice in the narthex gathering area that we have a map of Fort Collins and surrounding areas? 

We need your pin location! Take a pin, corresponding to the congregation you attend, and place it 

where you live. We bet you will be surprised at who your neighbor is. Maybe you live next to Trinity 

member, or St. Paul’s folks come from Windsor, or Mary of Magdala all live within a mile of 301 E. 

Stuart! Let’s find out. 

Pin colors: Blue – St Paul’s; Purple – Trinity, Gold – Mary of Magdala. 
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TLC Gifts Registry 
As we move into our stewardship season of talent (time, talent, and treasure), Trinity is excited to 

release the new TLC Gifts Registry. Without further ado, please complete one registry for each family 

member (including kids) by visiting https://forms.gle/b1J3k6fQPD63XfMi9. We think it is easier to 

complete online but if you prefer a paper copy, please contact the office and have one mailed to your 

house, remember you will need to mail or bring the completed form back to the church. 

The heart, hands & feet of God 
Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts 
and made a difference in the church OR community, please email 

Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. 
 

 

 

https://forms.gle/b1J3k6fQPD63XfMi9
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TRINITY LUTHERAN  
301 E. Stuart St. 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
(970) 482-1226 


