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Trinity Lutheran Church
A welcoming faith community
living together in God’s love to
share the joy of Jesus Christ.

JET ECO Tip of the Month
From the 301 Faith Partners Joint Ecological Team (JET)
Many of us try our best to keep our unwanted items out of the landfill by selling or donating them. The
next step is to become an eco-conscious shopper by (1) only buying items you really need and (2)
buying used items if possible.
Here are some options for shopping pre-owned in Fort Collins!
• Books and Music – visit used book stores and used book sales (Poudre Library District, Trinity
Preschool). “Bizarre Bazaar” sells books, DVDs, CDs, LPs, and stereo equipment.
• Used furniture and home decor can be found at Habitat for Humanity Home Store-Fort Collins and
Loveland locations. “Furniture Consignments by Kristynn” is another option.
• Clothing – try “Repeat Boutique”, “Plato’s Closet”, “Clothes Mentor” or “Once Upon a Child”
• “The Gearage” in downtown Fort Collins – sells used sports and outdoor gear
• Flea Markets and Antique malls are a great option – several are on 287 south of Fort Collins
• “Eco-Thrift” is a Fort Collins, community based, thrift store – money made from the sale of donations
stays within the local economy.
• Visit Garage Sales in your neighborhood and check out Facebook Marketplace
• And many more options are out there!
Please join the next Joint Ecological Team (JET) meeting on Tuesday, May 31, at 5:30 pm either via
Zoom or in-person. The JET meets as needed to plan educational events, bike to work day, volunteer
opportunities and advocacy.
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TLC book Group

In May the Book Group will continue to meet in a hybrid format.
Those who are comfortable gathering in person will meet in the Sun
Room at 9:30 am on Monday, May 2. For those who prefer to “tune
in” from home, the Zoom link is below. May’s selection will be
Tangled Up in Blue by Rosa Brooks, a non-fiction account of a
journalist and academic who becomes a cop in her forties. In June
our selection will be the novel Bewilderment by Richard Powers, in
which the protagonist searches for life throughout the cosmos which
raising his nine-year-old child. Copies of both books are in the
church library now located in the Fireside Room. To join via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?
pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
To see the full list of the Book Groups schedule go to the TLC
website or click HERE.
Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730.

Vacation Bible School

Save the Date for Vacation Bible School on June 13-16 from
9 am-12 pm, registration is coming soon.

May Adult Forum
May 1: Member Story. Come learn more about one of your fellow
Trinity members.
May 8: Reflections on Motherhood…an open discussion about
your mothers, your joys and challenges as a mother, and how we
can help today’s mothers in need.
May 15: Hear an update on one of Trinity’s benevolence partners,
Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp, from their new Executive Director, Lori
Bode.
May 22: Update from ISAAC, one of Trinity’s benevolence
partners, about their work with immigration
May 29: No Adult Forum. See you in the fall!
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Minister’s Message - Easter is Still with Us

In the Biblical stories following Jesus’ resurrection, Jesus keeps meeting people where they don’t
expect to see him. On Easter we read about how he met some at the tomb where he had been buried.
He met some who were locked in a room and were afraid. He met others when they were walking along
the road to another town. He met some when they were out fishing. The theme of these meetings is
always the same. The risen Jesus meets people in their fears and needs wherever they are. And he
meets them with promise, purpose, and peace.
Jesus reassures those he meets by offering them peace. He doesn’t tell his followers that they won’t
face difficulties. He tells them, “I am with you in them. My strength will make you strong.” That is the
victory of Easter that stays with us throughout the year – wherever we are, Christ’s strength is with us!
We are consistently told to go and tell others, to share the victory of Jesus to all people (the Great
Commission and one of our Baptismal promises). The victory of Easter makes a difference: it is what
makes us resurrection people. It gives a direction for life that shows us how to live, how to love, and
how to serve. Easter calls us out of ourselves and into the community and the world. It’s the Good
News that we share.
When you are afraid or feeling lonely, do you trust the promise that Jesus is with each one of us? How
can we practice sharing the stories of when we have experienced this to be true? As we finish this year,
wrap up Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult Education until next fall, we will spend the summer
focusing on our fellowship time before worship. Let’s be intentional about sharing our stories of
promise, purpose, and peace that we have experienced from the resurrected Christ. It might be a little
awkward at first, that’s okay, it will be worth it! Afterall, we are called to share the Good News!
Have a blessed month living in the victory of Easter each day!
Deacon Katie Kline, Education & Family Minister

World Wisdoms Project

Dear friends and supporters, It is with great sadness that the board of directors of the World Wisdoms
Project announces the closing of our organization. Our decision to bring programming to an end has
been a complicated and difficult one. Like many nonprofits, we have been challenged by the medical
and social ravages of the coronavirus pandemic. The hardships of the last two years, combined with
many other demands on our board members, have brought us to the realization that is time for this
chapter of our journey to come to an end. We would especially like to thank our outstanding partners in
both the faith communities of first United Methodist Church and Trinity Lutheran Church as well as the
CSU community and the fort Collins area interfaith council. Lastly, we will hold a final event on Friday,
June 3 from 12 pm-2 pm at the Trinity Lutheran Church to celebrate the past 40 plus years and to look
forward with hope, assured that our mission will live on in each of you.
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TLC Preschool Fundraiser
Gift cards of $20 increments for Gulley Greenhouse & Garden Center will be for sale from April 7-June
19 and are good toward any purchase at Gulley. A portion of each gift card goes to TLC Preschool. The
gift cards do not expire. Don’t want a gift card but want to support TLC Preschool, donations in the form
of Cash, Check or Venmo (@BrendaHarju913) will be accepted. You can purchase gift cards from
Janet Morton, Hope Wolf, Judy Flatley, Merry Hulse, Garth Rogers, Brenda Harju or from Deana in the
church office. There will also be a sales table set up in the narthex during upcoming services. Get an
early start on your planting season, teacher appreciation, Mother's Day and Father's Day gifts.

Food Bank Volunteering
Have you been wishing that we had more opportunities to make a difference in our community? We are
gearing up to have Trinity work groups once again at the Food Bank for Larimer County.
There will be two opportunities to work for approximately two hours a month.
 FORT COLLINS LOCATION: 1301 Blue Spruce Drive
The Fort Collins volunteering needs 10 people and will occur on the 4th Thursday of the month, from
11:45 am-2 pm, beginning May 26. At this location, volunteers will be more spread out and involved in a
greater variety of tasks such as repacking or sorting food items, and setting out items such as such as
bread, produce, & dry goods for clients to select. Light lifting may be required as well as bending,
standing or sitting. Other volunteers may help with cleaning/custodial duties and dealing with cardboard
boxes that accumulate quickly and need to be crushed for recycling. Two volunteers are also needed to
help distribute and track Kids’ Café Meals given out at the food bank. Additional training is required for
these two volunteers.
 LOVELAND LOCATION: 5706 Wright Drive in Loveland
The Loveland volunteering (Food Bank headquarters near the regional airport) needs 8 people and will
occur on the 4th Friday of the month, from 1-3 pm, beginning May 27. At this location, volunteers will
be sorting food, repackaging food, or assembling food into boxes. It is a good opportunity for our church
volunteers to build camaraderie.
Up to two children per shift, ages 10 and older may volunteer at either location as long as they are with
a parent or guardian.
If you would like to be placed on the potential volunteer list, please contact Susan Lamb
(6dogsall@gmail.com, 970-217-8524) or Margaret Wick (mwick@wooster.edu, 970-310-1087). Of
course, we would be delighted to have you as a potential volunteer at both locations, but if you would
like to volunteer at just one location, please indicate which one.
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Help Wanted
**FINANCE MINISTRY is seeking additional members to the Finance Ministry Team, and also the
"Discretionary Benevolence sub-team"
The mission of the Finance Ministry is to ensure the proper management of the church's financial
resources; to advise council and the congregation regarding the financial status of Trinity; to
prepare the annual Ministry Funds Plan (MFP); and to facilitate the financial aspects of
stewardship. We are hoping to add some new members to our team. The team meets on a
monthly basis - currently on the second Tuesday of the month at 4:00 p.m. The "Discretionary
Benevolence Sub-Team" is a sub-committee of the Finance Ministry made up of two members of
the Finance Ministry, two members of the Social and Eco Justice Ministry, and three at-large
members of the congregation who do not currently serve on Council. This team meets only as
requests are received for benevolence funding not included in Trinity's MFP (budget) - typically
only four or five times a year. We are currently looking for two members of Trinity who would be
interested in serving in this capacity.
If you are interested in being a part of either of these ministries, or have any questions, please feel free
to contact any current member of the Finance Ministry to get more information. Nyla Anderson, Howard
Smith, Kent Garvin, Jeff McCutcheon, Marilyn Hartig

**FELLOWSHIP Every Sunday, Saint Paul’s and Trinity will be working together to host fellowship from
8:30-10:30am. Join us for coffee, tea, donuts and other goodies. Trinity folks, we need your help to
keep this going. We’re looking for volunteers to cover the cleanup duties from about 10:15-10:30. If we
get enough volunteers, we’ll each only serve about once a month. Contact Ron Bend for details:
ronald.bend@gmail.com Thanks!

Job Opening

Trinity is looking for a Finance Coordinator, to read the job description click HERE. Interested
applicants can send their resume to Pastor Rick Reiten at pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org.
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1

2
3
9:30 am Book Group 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast

15

16

9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
10 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
5 pm Soc/Eco Justice
11:45 am Worship & Music
6 pm Property
6 pm FP Soc/Eco Justice
8
9
10
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
10 am Sunday School
3 pm Trust
10:30 am Worship
4:30 pm Exec Council
4 pm Finance

22

29

9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
10 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
10 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
10:30 am Worship

17

6 pm Council
23

24

30 Memorial Day
Office Closed

31
5:30 pm FP Eco Justice
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4

5
6
9:30 am Bible Study

6 pm Bells
7:15 pm Chancel Choir
11
12
13
9:30 am Bible Study
6 pm Bells
7:15 pm Chancel Choir
18
19
20
9:30 am Bible Study
6 pm Bells
7:15 pm Chancel Choir
25
26
27
9:30 am Bible Study
6 pm Bells
7:15 pm Chancel Choir

7

5 pm Saturday Praise
14

5 pm Saturday Praise
21

5 pm Saturday Praise
28
5 pm Saturday Praise

Assisting In Worship
April 30/May 1 Vicky Splittgerber / Margaret Wick
May 7/8 Vicky Splittgerber / Anya Reiten
May 14/15 Vicki Volbrecht / Katie Crosby Barron
May 21/22 Ron Bend / Gerald Olsen
May 28/29 Jackson & Alixis Drgy / Kent Garvin
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The heart, hands & feet of God

Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts
and made a difference in the church OR community, please email
Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org.
Thank you to all who helped make Easter weekend such an overwhelming SUCCESS!! From the
musicians, to the welcome table hosts, to the brunch volunteers, and many more, THANK YOU! The
Easter brunch was a joyous celebration with visitors, new members, and longtime members all
eating and laughing together. Thank you to all who helped cook/bake, provided food,
serve, set-up, and clean up. Thank you to all the extra musicians and anyone else we
may have missed. Without all of the VOLUNTEERS Trinity would not been able to pull off
such a wonderful Easter celebration. ~ All those in attendance of Easter weekend

Birthdays
Katie Kline
Barbara Baggs
Heidi Zuniga
Katie Dryg
Anne Thompson
Reuben Jackson
Mary Raich
William Karst
Rick Aust
John Raich
Daphne Gorsky

5/1
5/1
5/1
5/4
5/5
5/6
5/7
5/7
5/8
5/9
5/11

Barb Keyser
Jahna Prebel
Bob Keyser
Corrine Hoffmann
Faye Huddleston
Kelli Schueler
Martha Burke
Marilyn Hartig
Jim Rose
Cayden Hopkins
Cheryl Smith

5/12
5/13
5/15
5/16
5/18
5/19
5/20
5/21
5/22
5/23
5/24

Dale Schilling
MaryAnne Carr
Marie Propp-Houglum
Bob Beckman
Tim Anderson
Theresa Knutson
Tedd Schilling
Rocky Knutson
Kate Stieben
Joshua Schairer

Anniversaries
Elaine & Bob Beckman 5/2
Jan &Richard Morton
5/4
Wendy & Dean Gebhardt 5/4
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Bonnie & Ron Bend
Jodie & Dave Burgoon
Ken & Sherry Clark

5/20
5/22
5/27

5/24
5/25
5/25
5/25
5/25
5/25
5/25
5/27
5/30
5/30

Your Gifts In Action

Trees, Water & People and
Trinity has had a relationship with the four star charitable organization Trees, Water & People for at
least the past five years through their presence at our annual Alternative Christmas Fair and
presentations by staff. Founded in 1998, they are an outstanding example of a local organization whose
mission is to improve people's lives by helping communities protect, conserve, and manage the natural
resources upon which their long-term well-being depends. They do this work in Central America and on
U.S. tribal lands by working with the local people to help them create more sustainable lives in the face
of a changing climate. Our benevolence funds that support their mission are truly an example of the
"God's Work-Our Hands" approach to ministry. You are invited to go to their website at
treeswaterpeople.org/
Wildlands Restoration Volunteers: The 1999 beginnings of Wildlands Restoration Volunteers stemmed
from 20 friends gathering at Heron Pond near Longmont to replant storm-torn willows that offer shade.
WRV is a Colorado nonprofit 501 (c)(3) with a mission to foster community spirit of shared responsibility
for the restoration and stewardship of public, protected, and ecologically important lands. WRV has
offices in Fort Collins and in Longmont. During the 2021 Pandemic year, WRV ably welcomed 3,782
volunteers at 232 outside trainings and restorations across the Front Range and beyond.
This year WRV’s schedule includes the start up of a tree equity project with Latinx, the local grassroots
organization in Commerce City, north of Denver. This innovative bilingual project is believed to foster a
more climate resilient neighborhood and improved health. Other volunteer projects include work at
Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge and Lory State Park. WRVs focus continues to put the
needs of land and people together. For more information: https://www.wlrv.org
When you give to Trinity, you give to Trees, Water & People and Wildlands Restoration Volunteers

2022 Ministry Fund Plan for the month of March
and for year-to-date as of March 2022
March
Year-To-Date
Receipts:
Offerings
SPE & MoM Building Use Donations
Building Use
Total Receipts:
Expenditures:
Operating and Support
Ministries
Benevolence/Gifts (Synod, Sky Ranch, etc.)
Total Expenditures:
Receipts less Expenditures:
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$ 23,769
4,999
1,339
30,107

$

27,437
9,540
$ 36,978
$ (6,871)

110,938
10,931
2,539
124,408
79,712
25,835

$
$

105,547
18,861

Ways to Give at Trinity

What is the most convenient way for you to financially support the Ministry work done at Trinity?

Use Regular Offering Envelopes-either brought to worship (when we resume in person worship) or
mailed in?
Have automatic deductions from your checking or savings account, done weekly, bi-monthly, or
monthly? (Same applies to your credit card.)
Have the flexibility to donate whenever you want? Go to www.trinitylutheranfc.org and click on “Give”
at the top of the webpage. Follow the prompts from there. Again, you can have the donation come from
a checking account, savings account or your credit card.
Are charitable rollovers an option for you? If you are required to take a minimum distribution from
your IRA, you might be able have the check payable to Trinity, and not pay taxes on the distribution
(please check with your tax advisor, or financial institution). The same applies if you have a charitable
donor advised fund. Check with your financial institution on the frequency that works best for you.
Does your bank offer their customers a bill paying option? You can check with your bank about this.
Some banks do not charge for this convenience.
Have the Venmo app? Trinity is also on Venmo! We are “Trinity-LutheranFC”.
Thank you for taking a moment to consider these options. Please feel free to call the office if you have
any questions or need help; 970-482-1226 or email Debbie at dschwartz@trinitylutheranfc.org.

KS Community Rewards Program

Trinity has 30 households signed up for King Soopers Rewards Program. In the last quarter of 2021
these households earned Trinity $216.17! This money helped with rental assistance, the Nappie
Project, and improvements to the organ sound system!!! To sign up, simply link your KS rewards card
to Trinity. To do this visit kingsoopers.com/topic/king-soopers-community-rewards, Login (or create a
login), Search: KV296 and Click ‘Enroll’ AND you should be good to go. Thanks to all those who have
designated Trinity on their KS Rewards.

e-News
Are you getting Trinity’s e-News? The e-News is an electronic way TLC shares what is happening in the
life of our church. Each week, an email is sent out with the weekend’s happenings, upcoming events,
and news to share. We also use this method to inform members of funerals and other time sensitive
news. If you would like to receive Trinity’s emails, please email Amanda at
amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org.
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Highlights from Current Council Minutes
Resignation of Council President The Council discussed extensively the content of the letter of
resignation of Council President Betty Wagner, with the emphasis of the discussion being on how to move
forward with new leadership. Council reviewed the section of the Constitution that specifies how to fill
vacancies on the Council, as well as the minutes from September 2019 that described the process by which
the resignation of a President was handled previously. The Council made the following decisions:
• A motion was made, seconded, and approved unanimously for vice president Don Heyse to serve as
Acting President until the next Annual Meeting at the end of 2022.
• A motion was made, seconded, and approved unanimously to ask the Nominating Committee to recruit a
candidate to serve as Acting Vice-President until the next Annual Meeting at the end of 2022.
• The following statement was drafted to be read at worship and published in Tidings and the e-news: “As
the Council shared last weekend in worship, we are surprised and saddened to receive a resignation
letter from President Betty Wagner. The letter is available upon request in the church office. We want to
thank Betty for all of her volunteer and ministry leadership at Trinity especially on council as Finance
Chair, acting Vice President, and President. Council has elected current Vice President Don Heyse to be
acting President through the end of the year, while the nominating committee will begin a search for an
acting Vice President. We appreciate the work that has been done by Betty, especially during a difficult
season of Covid the last two years. We send Betty and John off with prayers and Godspeed as they
explore new ministry opportunities at First Lutheran in Ault.”
Book Discussion The Council began discussion of Thom S Rainer’s book Becoming a Welcoming Church.
The focus was how to view our church from the perspective of a guest, from the website to the front door to
the welcome table to the service itself.
Financial Report
• Receipts to the end of February were $94,301 with expenditures of $68,569 for a positive balance of
$25,732.
• The MFP (budget) will be reviewed in June to see if any adjustments can be made.
• The job description for Deb Schwartz’s job is being fine-tuned and bids are being received for outsourcing
payroll.
• A proposal for an electronic sign will soon be brought to the congregation. It should require a financial
commitment of less than $5000 for Trinity because of funds from the partner churches, a grant from the
Synod, and an insurance settlement for a damaged sign.
A COVID Policy: With declining COVID numbers, the Council reviewed the COVID policy dated January
18th. The consensus was that we adopt a simplified policy based on the red, yellow, and green dial on the
county COVID dashboard. If the dial is at green, masks will be encouraged (but not required), and the every
-other-row seating in the sanctuary will be eliminated. Should the dial move to yellow, a mask requirement
will once again be in place along with social distancing. And should we move to red again, we will return to
Zoom worship. No matter what the level, live streaming of the worship service will continue.
Miscellaneous
• Three resumes for choir director have been received, but no interviews scheduled yet.
• Deacon Katie is working with members to make Easter a real celebration with a brunch after worship.
• Hospitality/Evangelism is working to refine the details of the new fellowship hour being held prior to the
10:30 a.m. service.
• Steve Dugger reviewed a request from a neighbor for changes in the landscaping on TLC property. The
consensus of the Council was to authorize Steve to write a response thanking her for her interest, but that
TLC will care for its own property.
• Social-Eco Justice is working on FFH, the proposed trip to New Mexico in the fall, and the availability of
reusable bags.
Respectfully submitted, Nadine Hunt, Council Secretary
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