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share the joy of Jesus Christ. 
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Gathering Together 
Trinity, We are excited to gather together once again in person! We are working on an updated building 

policy that reflects state and county guidelines, for indoor and outdoor gatherings. Though many 

churches are coming back together, please know that every context is different. Here are some of the 

extenuating circumstances that make Trinity unique.  

 We have three congregations using the same space, meaning 50 person capacity, back to back to 

back in the sanctuary creates an unsafe environment and we want to be aware for all the folks 

using the space. 

 We want to be hospitable with one another – with a 50 person capacity, who is left out? The first 

person to the computer to sign up is not showing hospitality. 

 We still need to record worship for those not able to meet in person.  We need to do this well 

without doubling the work for our staff. 

 Vaccines aren’t required, but we do not want to create a have/have not division.  You may be 

vaccinated, but not everyone is.  Even our preachers are not fully vaccinated yet! 

 Vaccines aren’t required, but what about kids?  Do we leave kids out of worship because they are 

not eligible for the vaccine yet? 

 Singing, peace, communion, offering will look a lot different.  Remember, it will not be the 

experience you are used to. 

Lastly, there is new information everyday with Covid, vaccines, and variants, and we still need to be 

diligent and vigilant in coming together. I know we have reached our limits, and we need community 

again. Still, we are not going to move faster than what is safe and in love for one another. Please stick 

with us and remain patient. 
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TLC book Group 
On Monday, May 3, at 9:30 am, the book group will meet via Zoom 

to discuss a historical novel Remarkable Creatures by Tracy 

Chevalier. Set in Dorset, England, the author weaves historical 

figures and actual events into an engaging account of 19th century 

amateur scientists and fossil hunters. We will continue with 

historical fiction in June by reading the story of the wife of Alexander 

Hamilton, I, Eliza Hamilton by Susan Holloway Scott. 

To see the list of the Book Groups schedule click HERE. 

See pg. 9 for Zoom link 

Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 

301 E. Stuart Street 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 

www.trinitylutheranfc.org 

Facebook: /TLCfortcollins 

Phone: (970) 482-1226 
Fax: (970) 482-0817 

Preschool: (970) 221-9852 
After Hours Emergency: 

(970)-400-7252 

OFFICE HOURS 
MON-THURS 9 am–3 pm 

WORSHIP TIMES 
SATURDAY: 5 PM 

SUNDAY: 10:30 AM 

Senior Pastor 
Rick Reiten 

pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Education & Family Minister 
Deacon Katie Kline 

katie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Office Administrator 
Deana Andrist 

office@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Financial Manager 
Debbie Schwartz 

dschwartz@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Communications & 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Amanda Backsen 
amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Choirs &  
Saturday Worship Leader 

Paul Falk 
paul@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Church Musician 
Carrie Hansen 

carrie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

A/V Techician 
Joshua Moore 

TLC Preschool Director 
Brenda Harju 

bharju@comcast.net 

Young Adults! 
Every 2

nd
 & 4

th
 Monday – May 10 & 24 at 7 pm 

See pg. 9 for Zoom link 

Calling all young adults! There is no age limit, if you feel young at 

heart, this includes you, truly! This is a time to be together, build 

community with games, fellowship, and study because community 

matters and because having friends your age matters. This is a 

safe space to explore your faith and develop local friendships. 

Bring your drink and snacks and join via Zoom. 

Save the Date for VBS 
June 21-24 from 9–11:30 am 

More info coming soon 

Tree Planting 
You are invited to be part of a special project at Sky Ranch 

Lutheran Camp on Saturday, May 22. Due to the devastating 

Cameron Peak Fire last year, there is a need to plant new 

seedlings around the camp. We will be planting 300 evergreen 

seedlings and also assembling protective cages. This work will be 

directed by Sky Ranch staff and includes meals and tools. 

Transportation will be arranged with the participants once we know 

the size of our group. Our plan is to be up there by around 8 am 

and registrations are requested by May 14. Please contact Ally 

Mertz for the Volunteer Sign Up Form and either email to 

ally@skyranchcolorado.org or send via USPS to 805 S. Shields St. 

, Ft. Collins, CO 80521. You may also call her at (970) 493-5258 or 

Wally Jacobson at (970) 223-2276 with any questions. Please join 

us for what promises to be a very meaningful and fun experience! 

http://www.trinitylutheranfc.org/trinity-book-group.html
mailto:ally@skyranchcolorado.org
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Minister’s Message   
A few weeks ago, in the fellowship time on zoom after worship, those gathered began talking about the 

hymn “Beautiful Savior” (it had been sung in worship). Many gathered shared fond memories of the 

hymn. I learned that several of the Lutheran colleges sing it when closing any concert. The rest of our 

gathering, the conversation was around music. Music is powerful, it evokes memories, emotions, and 

contemplation. Song is a profound way to pray: “when we sing, we pray twice” (some attribute the 

quote to Martin Luther and others to St Augustine). This past fall we did a mid-week service on music 

and faith called “Lift Every Voice and Sing”. In that series we explored the ways music has impacted 

people and has given words to their struggles and lives (including the song Lift Every Voice and Sing, 

which is where the series got its name). Music is powerful.  

Recently the ELCA launched a supplemental hymnal: All Creation Sings. Trinity has been using some 

of the hymns as well as liturgical pieces. The confession and lamentation we are using for the Easter 

Season, “Lamenting Racism” comes from the new hymnal. “This supplement invites us to expand our 

prayers and song, joining our voices with the praise, and sighs, of the whole creation God so 

marvelously made” (All Creation Sings). There is something so powerful about using the same liturgy 

that Lutheran churches across the country are using. Know that as we lament racism, we are uniting 

our voices with those of churches across the country who are also lamenting racism; we are crying out 

to God together, and asking God to open our hearts together. This hymnal has music in many 

languages from all around the world, so not only are we uniting with those across the country in our 

spoken liturgy, we are uniting with people, with our Brothers and Sisters in Christ, around the world in 

our music. Music unites us. If singing is really praying twice, how many times are we praying when we 

all sing together! Surely, God hears our prayers. I am excited for us to become as familiar with some of 

the new hymns in this hymnal as many of us are with “Beautiful Savior” (and yes, we will keep on 

singing the traditional hymns as well).  

Deacon Katie Kline, Education & Family Minister 
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Adult Forum in May 
May 2: We will highlight one of our benevolence ministries: Trees, Water & People. Our presenter will 

be Daniela Bueso, Community Relations Coordinator here in Fort Collins. 

May 9: The topic will be anti-racism to compliment our current sermon series. 

May 16: Phoebe Morad, Executive Director of Lutherans Restoring Creation, will be joining us from 

Massachusetts to tell us more of another one of Trinity’s benevolence ministries. 

May 23: Pastor John Hernandez from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia has accepted 

Curtis Kline’s invitation to visit us from Colombia! 

May 30: Having examined different aspects of racism in America in recent weeks, the day before 

Memorial Day, we will consider how America can better live up to its promise of freedom and justice for 

all. 

Sky Ranch! 
Would you like to go to camp this summer? Trinity kids are all invited (finished kindergarten – finished 

high school) to go to camp together, starting the week of July 25. Registration is open. Scholarships are 

available, please contact Deacon Katie for more information about that. COVID protocols will be in 

place and Sky Ranch will provide more information about that as it gets closer. Both Pastor Rick and 

Deacon Katie are planning to be there as well. You can register directly on Sky Ranch’s website: 

www.skyranchcolorado.org/copy-of-summer-camp-registration (And if you aren’t comfortable with camp, 

we understand that, stay tuned for more information on VBS this summer). 

        Your GIFTS In Action 
      Trees, Water, & People 

Trees, Water, & People’s mission is to improve people’s lives by helping communities 

protect, conserve, and manage the natural resources upon which their long-term well-

being depends. This non-profit organization was founded in Fort Collins in 1998 by 

two foresters concerned with the rampant deforestation in Latin America. They soon 

realized that they had to deal with the underlying causes of deforestation to stop it. They also realized 

that the best way to stop it was to involve the communities in designing and implementing changes to 

protect their environment and improve their lives. 

One of their major programs is designing and distributing fuel-efficient, clean cookstoves in 

communities in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Other projects include planting 

trees from community tree nurseries, building rainwater catchment cisterns to reduce pressure on 

natural water springs, and teaching sustainable agricultural practices. 

Trees, Water & People is also working in this country to combat food insecurity. Last fall, they hosted a 

five-part webinar series which was designed to educate native communities on how to identify and 

harvest traditional foods, medicines, and plants.  In the coming year, more programs are planned to 

assist tribal communities in creating sustainable food systems. 

In 2019, the latest year for which ratings are available, they received a 4-star rating—the highest 

rating—from Charity Navigator. 

When you give to Trinity, you give to Trees, Water, & People 

https://www.skyranchcolorado.org/copy-of-summer-camp-registration
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Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

Katie Kline   5/1 

Barbara Baggs  5/1 

John Wagner  5/1 

Heidi Zuniga   5/1 

Katie Dryg   5/4 

Dawn Fulkerson  5/6 

Reuben Jackson  5/6 

Mary Raich   5/7 

William Karst  5/7 

Rick Aust   5/8 

John Raich   5/9 

Daphne Gorsky  5/11 

Barb Keyser   5/12 

Jahna Prebel  5/13 

Bob Keyser   5/15 

Faye Huddleston  5/18 

Kelli Schueler  5/19 

Marilyn Hartig  5/21 

Jim Rose   5/22 

Bradley Brown  5/22 

Cayden Hopkins  5/23 

Cheryl Smith   5/24 

Dale Schilling  5/24 

MaryAnne Carr  5/25 

Marie Propp-Houglum 5/25 

Bob Beckman  5/25 

Tim Anderson  5/25 

Theresa Knutson  5/25 

Tedd Schilling  5/25 

Ella Haller   5/26 

Rocky Knutson  5/27 

Chuck Collins  5/28 

Kate Stieben   5/30 

Joshua Schairer  5/30 

Elaine & Bob Beckman 5/2 

Jan &Richard Morton 5/4 

Wendy & Dean Gebhardt 5/4 

Bonnie & Ron Bend 5/20 

Jodie & Dave Burgoon 5/22 

Ken & Sherry Clark  5/27 

Stephen & Linn Zink 5/31 
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2 
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

10 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

11:45 am Faith Formation 

3   
9:30 am Book Group 

 
 

6 pm Property 

4      
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

 
 

5:15 pm Soc/Eco Justice 

9    
9 am Executive Council 

9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

10 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

10  
 
 
 
 

7 pm Young Adults 

11 
 
 

4 pm Finance 
5 pm Trust 

16    
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

10 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

11:45 am Worship & Music 

17    
 
 
 

6 pm Council 

18     
 
 
 

23     
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

10 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

24  
 
 
 
 

7 pm Young Adults 

25  
 
 
 

6 pm Joint Eco Mtg 

30     
9 am Adult Forum 
10:30 am Worship 

31  MEMORIAL DAY 
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Assisting in Worship 
Prayer Leader/Lector 

May 1/2 Ron Bend / Lindsay Reiten 

May 8/9 Vicky Splittgerber / Anya Reiten 

May 15/16 Vicki Volbrecht / Michele Rose 

May 22/23 Ron Splittgerber / Jim Rose 
May 29/30 Bonnie Bend / Paul Schairer 

    
 

 
 

 
 

1 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

5       
 
 

12 pm Mid Day Prayer 
 
 

6   
9:30 am Bible Study 

 

7   
 
 
 

8    
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

12 
 
 

12 pm Mid Day Prayer 
 

13  
9:30 am Bible Study 

 

14    
 
 

15   
 
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

19    
 
 

12 pm Mid Day Prayer 
 

20    
9:30 am Bible Study 

21   
 

22   
Tree Planting @ Sky 

Ranch 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

26 
 
 

12 pm Mid Day Prayer 
 
 

27 
9:30 am Bible Study 

28   
 

29 
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 
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Highlights from Current Council Minutes 
Finance Report: 

• Receipts to the end of February 2021 were $72,783, with expenditures of $68,902, for a positive 

balance of $3,881. 

• The CD that provides the collateral for the church’s line of credit at Community Bank is now 

represented on the Statement of Position. 

• The church will be receiving employee matching gifts through a program called Benevity. The funds 

must be used in some way to impact the community, so the will be used to reimburse expenses for 

maintaining our building because it is consistently used for community activities. 

• Property Ministry is considering the need to seal and restripe the parking lot, and the chairman asked 

how the committee could access funds since $12,500 from the parking lot reserve was used to fund 

the CD. 
 

Statement of Intent:  

• The Council worked on a Statement of Intent for the year 2021 to guide its work. The draft as agreed 

upon at the end of discussion is: To demonstrate hospitality by creating opportunities to reach, serve, 

and support the community. The Council is still considering whether the verb “demonstrate” is the best 

one to use. Final decision on the verb will be made next month. 
 

Committee Reports: 

• Faith Formation has held extensive, energizing discussions about the various functions/activities that 

belong under their purview. 

• Hospitality conducted a successful movie night “I’ll Push You” to launch Grace Tables. 

• Property has replaced a blower fan for a furnace, a fan in the boys’ bathroom, and wiring in the 

freezer. 

• Social Eco Justice is advocating the screening of a movie “Hispanic Voices: The Impact of Covid 19” 

on March 25th. 
 

COVID Guidelines: 

• The Council reviewed the letter from the Bishop regarding COVID guidelines for in-person gatherings 

for the next several months, emphasizing the impact of vaccinations. Ron Bend moved that “we accept 

the COVID guidelines from the Bishop to guide our worship practices. All staff – whether vaccinated or 

not – should not feel any pressure to engage in in-person worship or other interactions.” The resolution 

was passed unanimously. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, Nadine Hunt, Council Secretary 
 

Complete minutes of Council meetings are available in the Church Office. 
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Trinity's Offerings! 
Click the link and join the meeting. You do not need a ZOOM account to access the link. However, you 

may first be prompted to download the software. This is safe, and you only need to do it once. 

WORSHIP: (Saturday 5 pm)   |   (Sunday 10:30 am)  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89437359149?pwd=a0I1VjEwclhiK2paaEd2QXBtTmVkZz09 

Meeting ID: 894 3735 9149  |  Passcode: 408538 
 

EDUCATION: Adult Forum (Sunday 9 am)   |   Bible Study (Thursday 9:30 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89437359149?pwd=a0I1VjEwclhiK2paaEd2QXBtTmVkZz09 

Meeting ID: 894 3735 9149  |  Passcode: 408538 
 

CHILDREN:  

Confirmation (Sunday 9 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87965973059?pwd=R2pkWGV5TEhSbzFSVGNKVDZhUmVKUT09 

Meeting ID: 879 6597 3059  |  Passcode: 674840 
 

Sunday School (Sunday 10 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86920855078?pwd=SlVwcytmME9ia1BJd1pTa3ptZ3EyUT09 

Meeting ID: 869 2085 5078  |  Passcode: 926423 
 

OTHER:  

TLC Book Group (1
st

 Monday 9:30 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09  

Meeting ID: 853 58221885  |  Password: 662888 
 

Young Adults (2
nd

 & 4
th

 Monday 7 pm) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81712738613?pwd=MFNPb2xiVzNFUmNzSUVHUlJoMTZnZz09   

Meeting ID: 817 1273 8613  |  Passcode: 025862 
 

Men’s Breakfast (1
st

 Tuesday 7:30 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87330615104?pwd=cGg3VEtTTERGVTdsMXFJL2o1d05yUT09 

Meeting ID: 873 3061 5104  |  Passcode: 128841 
 

Mid-Day Prayer (Wednesdays 12:00 pm) 

GO TO THE CHURCH, this is an in person opportunity. 
 

Don’t have a computer or internet? You can still participate fully in the zoom worship services and 

other meetings offered through Zoom. Follow these steps, and if you run into problems, just ask one of 

our staff or your phone tree calling person for assistance. We don’t want you to miss you. Remember, 

in order to be part of the zoom call, you need to call in at the designated time. 

1. Call (346) 248-7799 (this is a long distance number, so you need to have ability to call long distance. 

2. “Enter the Meeting ID then press #”. 

3. Please enter your user ID followed by #. You can skip this step simply by pressing #. 

4. Enter the passcode (all meetings now require a passcode, it will be listed with the link). Once you 

have entered the passcode, you will be in the zoom call. 
 

This is where you can access each weekend worship service! 

https://vimeo.com/trinitylutheranfc. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89437359149?pwd=a0I1VjEwclhiK2paaEd2QXBtTmVkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89437359149?pwd=a0I1VjEwclhiK2paaEd2QXBtTmVkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87965973059?pwd=R2pkWGV5TEhSbzFSVGNKVDZhUmVKUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86920855078?pwd=SlVwcytmME9ia1BJd1pTa3ptZ3EyUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81712738613?pwd=MFNPb2xiVzNFUmNzSUVHUlJoMTZnZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87330615104?pwd=cGg3VEtTTERGVTdsMXFJL2o1d05yUT09
https://vimeo.com/trinitylutheranfc
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President’s Perspectives 
Dear Trinity Family, I have been reading and studying much about how to reopen, what it will look like, 

and why we do not have more young families among our congregation. While I do not have the 

answers, I do know that when we come back, things will be different. One can’t experience what we 

have been through and come back as if nothing has changed. Church will be different and maybe it is a 

good time to look at how we can come back better and stronger than ever. 

As I ponder the question of why young people and young families do not come to church, I found 5 

reasons of particular interest to me, in 2 articles as presented by the Barna Group. Barna Research is a 

private, non-partisan, for-profit organization under the umbrella of the Issachar Companies. Located in 

Ventura, California, Barna Group has been conducting and analyzing primary research to understand 

cultural trends related to values, beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors since 1984. 

My thoughts and a paraphrasing of the combined research and reasons, including thoughts that youth 

have shared with me during my time as a youth leader, are as follows: 

Reason #1 – Churches seem overprotective. 

 “Christians demonize everything outside of the church”  

 “Church ignore the problems of the real world”  

 “Church is too concerned that movies, music, and video games are harmful”  

Reason #2 – Young people’s experience of Christianity is shallow. Many are taught that the Bible, not 

God and Christ, are the basis for Christianity. 

 As my Father told John and myself many years ago, “unfortunately with the reformation many 

Christians have simply replace an infallible Pope with an infallible Bible.” 

 “Church is boring”  

 “Faith is not relevant to my career or interests”  

 “God seems missing from my experience of church”. 

Reason #3 – Churches come across as antagonistic to science. The reason some young adults feel 

disconnected from church or from faith is because of the tension they feel between Christianity and 

science. 

 “Christians are too confident they know all the answers”  

 “Churches are out of step with the scientific world we live in”  

 “Christianity is anti-science”.  

 “I am turned off by the creation-versus-evolution debate.”  

Furthermore, the research shows that many science-minded young Christians are struggling to 

find ways of staying faithful to their beliefs and to their professional calling in science-related 

industries. 

Reason #4 – We are bad at making people feel welcome. The church feels unfriendly to those who 

doubt. 

 As followers of Jesus, we should be known as people who like people who are nothing like 

ourselves, as Jesus did. 

 We say all are welcome, but do we truly invite unbelieving, misbehaving, malcontents, or even 

troublemakers to the table? 

           Continued next page———-> 
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The heart, hands & feet of God 
Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts 
and made a difference in the church OR community, please email 

Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. 
 

We’d like to give to all those who contributed to Easter service; organ, choir, bells, brass, Pastor, and 

Katie! We know it takes a lot to put all together, more than usual with virtual & recording involved. We 

certainly appreciated the inspirational service.  ~ Eric & Carolyn Bidermann 

Thank YOU! After the massive snow storm, there was a lot of clean up. After cleaning out your own 

yards and neighborhoods, we had many folks who helped out at church and we appreciate you so 

much. Cheryl & Ron Smith – thank you for making multiple truck loads of down branches AND cutting 

up the large tree that feel into the West Parking Lot. Scouts – were first on the scene, saying they 

wanted to help at the church before anywhere else. But not only did they clean up the branches at 301 

E Stuart, they went to hundreds of places to help out. Service in the community indeed! Thank you to St. 

Paul’s & Mary of Magdala – who also put out the word and had a lot of volunteers help with clean up. 

Special thank you to Gray Currier, who also has been helping with electronic signs, bathroom fans, and 

countless other projects. Grateful that we can do this together!  ~ Pastor Rick Reiten 

Trinity and the FC Friends just finished a pilot program of hosting families experiencing homelessness 

for a two-week rotation. We will be evaluating the new schedule. Thank you to all members who cooked 

dinner, who served the meal in the evening to the families, or who spent the night. Now we have a break 

until our next host week in September  – maybe back in our own building!  ~ Faith Family Hospitality 

Thank you Ron & Cheryl Smith for all the time and energy of cleaning up the tree limbs 

at church.  ~ An appreciative Trinity member 

Deacon Katie and Brenda Fosse for the work on the Anti-Racism menu. This is 

incredible resource was created from scratch, and a gift to Trinity as we struggle in our 

stories of race.  ~ Pastor Rick 

Reason #5 – Young people wrestle with the exclusive nature of Christianity and the physical property. 

The Greek word ekklesia is inaccurately interpreted in the Bible as church; but, actually translates to a 

gathering of people for a specific reason. It is not a location, building, or the things in it; it is a group of 

people. 

 “Churches are afraid of the beliefs of other faiths” 

 “I am forced to choose between faith and friends.” 

 “Church is like a country club, only for insiders” 

So how do we come back together as a truly welcoming community who embrace the differences of all 

people and invite them to the table? I challenge all of you to think about and research these reason and 

perhaps others; then share ideas with one another and the Emerging Church Committee (Bonnie Bend, 

Erik Elliott, Deacon Katie, Pastor Rick, and myself) to help us come back better and stronger. 

God’s Blessings to all, 

Betty Ann Petitjean-Wagner, Trinity Lutheran Church Congregational President 
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TRINITY LUTHERAN  
301 E. Stuart St. 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
(970) 482-1226 

Save the Date 
VBS 

June 21-24 

9–11:30 am 


