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Trinity Lutheran Church
A welcoming faith community
living together in God’s love to
share the joy of Jesus Christ.

First Communion Class

Has your child been asking questions about communion? Is your child waiting to take communion until
first receiving instruction? If the answer to either of these questions is yes, it may be the right time for
your child to receive first communion class (note: this is not a requirement at Trinity to receive
communion). If you would like your child to participate in First Communion Class, please contact
Deacon Katie to express your interest. Class will be Sunday, April 3 (after worship, lunch included) and
the First Communion Celebration will be Maundy Thursday, April 14. If either of these dates don’t work
for you, we can arrange something else.

Camp this summer!
Would your child like to go to Sky Ranch this summer? Elementary and Middle School students are
invite to Sky Ranch with other Trinity youth the week of July 24. Please register directly with Sky Ranch:
SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION | skyranchcolorado (under registration – individual) and let Deacon
Katie know you have registered. Cost is $230 (half-week, grades 1-3); $455 (grades 3-8), The Trinity
trust would like to offset each campers cost by $100, and as always, scholarships are available.
Registration deadline is April 15. Please let Deacon Katie know if you have any questions.
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TLC book Group

Two novels will be the focus of discussion in March and April. In
March the fictional narrator of the novel is an Ojibwe bookseller
living through the pandemic and the Black Lives Matter protests in
Minneapolis: The Sentence by Louise Erdrich. April’s selection is
a historical novel about Jesus’ ministry in which Jesus is portrayed
as being married to an intelligent, well-educated woman who is the
sister of Judas: The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd. Copies
of both books are in the church library now located in the Fireside
Room. Join us via Zoom at 9:30 am on the first Monday of the
month: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?
pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
To see the full list of the Book Groups schedule go to the TLC
website or click HERE.
Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730.

Get Your Ash!!!

For Ash Wednesday on March 2, there will be three opportunities
to worship with our 301 Faith Partners. 7 am-TLC, Noon-MoM, & 7
pm-SPE.

Annual Celebration Meeting
The meeting will be held on Saturday, March 5 at 5:45 pm &
Sunday, March 6 at 11:30 am.

Save the date
March 27, 2-4pm LuMin Open House to Celebrate renovations.
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Pastor’s Pondering - Membership? Does it Matter?
The idea of membership in a church has changed a lot over the years. Behave, Believe, Belong – used
to be the model for membership. Behave as a child (or a new visitor). Believe – as you are education in
confirmation or adult education. Belong – become a member of the church.
But this model has failed in many ways. In a lot of ways it is the model of the Pharisees. In a lot of ways,
Church membership is mistaken as country club – pay dues and receive the benefits. But there is not
biblical command to be members.
Not everyone joins the church through logistical linear pattern. In fact, not everyone who is part of
Church, is a member. You can give, volunteer, worship, join a ministry team and sing in the choir, and
you do not have the be a member!
Behave is a problematic place to begin discipleship, because it assumes norms, protocols, and shared
church language (e.g. narthex; liturgy; lector) that may or may not be familiar to all folks. Behave also
expects everyone to be Lutheran or mainline protestant, or to watch those around you to learn. Who
says that the person next to us is ‘behaving’ correctly? Behave would tell kids to sit still and quiet, when
our church embraces the outbursts of all God’s children. Assimilation is not a good characteristic for the
Church.
Believe, is not much better as a starting place for membership. Believe assumes you subscribe to a
certain set of doctrines, creeds, prayers, etc. – a certain set of Trinity rules and regulations – before you
ever are part of the community. Drink the proverbial kool-aid…Believe, and then feel welcome, feels
inauthentic, disingenuous.
Belong, has become the standard for ‘membership’ over and above behave and believe. Whether we
realize it or not, folks want to feel welcome, accepted, affirmed, acknowledged first and foremost. Not
that it is about ‘them,’ but to feel part of a community, helps you to experience the living God in our
midst. Forced belief or behavior has the opposite effect. Our identity as a Reconciling in Christ church,
and a Ecumenical partner are two ways that folks feel belonging among us from the get go. Pe
The inverse model, that leads to membership is Belonging – Believing – Behaving, a model of Christ.
Welcome and hospitality, may lead to baptism or communion, and along the way learn the norms of the
community. Or we may stay in belonging forever, or move back and forth. Maybe our new members
change our communal norms. Regardless, our behaviors, our identities, are fluid and transition along
with the makeup of the community. You don’t have to ‘be like us’ to be a member of Trinity.
So, why membership? Besides being able to vote and join council (huge benefits!), becoming a
member connects us deeper into the community, helps us commit to the ministry, dedicated to what God
is doing here. We are all members of the body of Christ, but also individually members to one another.
Being part of membership not only helps you commit to Trinity, but helps us commit to you, and together
witness to the community the grace and love of God.
Peace, Pr. Rick

New Member Class

In the past 2 years, we have had a number of folks come into the church, excited and inspired by what
God is doing at Trinity – and it is time to welcome these new members. Are you interested in
membership at Trinity? Do you know others who are? Save the date for Sunday, March 27 at noon for
our New Member Class and “Welcome to Trinity” reception on Palm Sunday – April 10. Contact Pastor
Rick for more information.
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Your Gifts In Action

Rocky Mountain Synod Evangelical Church in America A Reconciling in Christ Synod
Mission: Together we proclaim and embody God’s unconditional love for the sake of the world.
When you give to Trinity, you give to our Rocky Mountain Synod. Each year Trinity designates a portion
of our offerings to send to the Rocky Mountain Synod. This year our proposed mission support is
$12,330.
The Rocky Mountain Synod brings together 159 congregations in Wyoming, Utah, New Mexico,
Colorado, and El Paso, Texas. The ministry and witness bring together 10 campus ministries, 3 outdoor
ministries, 2 public policy offices, numerous social ministry organizations, the Office of the Bishop, and
the synod council. Our synod offices are located in Denver, CO.
Excellence in Leadership is a two-year program offered by our Rocky Mountain Synod for the training
of lay and ordained leaders in our churches. Three of us from Trinity are currently enrolled in the first
year – Erik Elliot, Betty Wagner, and Don Heyse.
"Based on the foundation of emotional intelligence and steeped in Bible study and spiritual practices,
the program incorporates family systems theory, vulnerability and connectedness, adaptive leadership,
and generative and transformational change. Through respect, confidentiality, and trust, participants will
find a brave and safe place to explore their own spiritual lives and to practice becoming healthier
leaders. With intentionality and openness, lay people, deacons, and pastors will flourish in all parts of
their lives, strengthened in wisdom, maturity, emotional intelligence, and spirituality.
"Excellent leadership begins with spiritually connecting our true identity with our surrounding community
(friends, family, work, faith, civic) and then learning how to use ourselves as primary agents in practicing
God’s kingdom on earth, proclaiming God’s unconditional love for the world. In Excellence in
Leadership, as we weave together the five theories of leadership, we begin to form courageous,
resilient, and faithful leaders who are better equipped to follow the path of transformation and to build
courageous, resilient, and faithful communities." -- from the program introduction.
Trinity's own Deacon Katie Kline is one of the developers of the program, and we have been delighted
to have her as one of the trainers for our cohort.
Among the books we have studied so far are:
Heifetz, Ronald, Alexander Grashow and Marty Linsky, The Practice of Adaptive Leadership: Tools
and Tactics for Changing Your Organization and the World
Brown, Brené, Daring Greatly: How the Courage to Be Vulnerable Transforms the Way We Live,
Love, Parent, and Lead
Friedman, Edwin, A Failure of Nerve: Leadership in an Age of the Quick Fix
Bradberry, Travis and Jean Greaves, Emotional Intelligence 2.0
Thomas Keating, Open Mind, Open Heart
Go to our Synod website, at www.rmselca.org to learn more about how we contribute to God’s work.
When you give to Trinity, you give to our Rocky Mountain Synod
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The heart, hands & feet of God

Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts
and made a difference in the church OR community, please email
Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org.
Dear Members of Trinity Lutheran, We are most grateful for your total 2021 contributions to Lutherans
Restoring Creation of $709. We utilize your support to continue to support congregation and synod-wide
green teams, amplify the eco-theological resources of ELCA ministries and fellow faith-based and
secular groups that share a common vision. ~Pheobe Morad
Dear Trinity, Thank you for your gift of $164.07 to ELCA World Hunger. ~ Robin Brown **This was
from the “noisy offering” altar jug**
On behalf of the survivors of the Marshall Fire, the Christ the Servant (CTS) community thanks you for
your generous donation of $3000 to the CTS Marshall Fire Designated Fund (MFDF). A MFDF
committee with oversight from the CTS Council will manage award grants to survivors. ~ Christ the
Servant Lutheran Church (Louisville, CO)
Trees, Water & People is so grateful to have you and your team supporting our effort to improve lives by
helping communities protect, conserve and manage their natural resources. TLC’s generous
contribution ($291) to TWP helps us build resilience and self-sufficiency in Indigenous communities
across the Americas, providing their next generations with hope for a bright future. ~ Sebastian Africano
Dear Trinity, Thank you for being a great neighbor! Your support ($582) of N2N is directly helping your
neighbors escape homelessness and gain much-needed housing stability. ~ Brooke Cunningham
Thank you for your $291 gift to sky ranch Lutheran camp. We're honored that your support goes to
helping to provide life-changing experiences for children, young adults, and families. Especially thank
you to Trinity for the help and replanting new trees in the burn areas. ~ Brad Abbott
Thank you so much for the generous gift to the Food Bank! Your donation will make an enormous
impact in the lives of many local families in need. Thank you for making the new year brighter in our
communities! ~ Nancy
Thank you so much for hosting our student Jacqueline for LCM Sunday! We all had a
great time going out to preach to the local congregations. It is so viable to us to be a part
of the community and the leadership that comes with that. ~ LuMin & Pastor Paul

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you. A heartfelt “thank you” to all of you who directed your Choice Dollars to Trinity! Are you an
eligible Thrivent member and have choice dollars available to direct? Please keep Trinity in mind. The
deadline to direct is ALWAYS March 31. Here is how you can check your eligibility to direct Thrivent
Choice Dollars. Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after
the prompt. Remember to set up the direction of your Choice Dollars by March 31 of each year.
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1
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
5:15 pm Soc/Eco Justice
6

7
8
9:30 am Book Group

9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Annual Meeting
6 pm Property
13
14
9 am Adult Forum
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am Faith Formation
3 pm Trust
4:30 pm Executive
20

FFH Host Week
21 FFH Host Week
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
6 pm Council
11:45 am Worship & Music
27
FFH Host Week
28 FFH Host Week
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am New Member Class
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4 pm Finance
15

22

FFH Host Week

5:30 pm Joint Eco Mtg
6 pm 301 FP Eco Justice
29 FFH Host Week

2 Ash Wednesday
7 am TLC Service
12 pm MoM Service
6 pm Bells
7 pm SPE Service
7:15 pm Chancel Choir
9

3
4
9:30 am Bible Study

5

1:30 pm Spanish Class

5 pm Saturday Praise
5:45 pm Annual
Meeting
12

10
11
9:30 am Bible Study

6 pm Bells
1:30 pm Spanish Class
6:45 pm Taizé
7:15 pm Chancel Choir
16
17
18
9:30 am Bible Study

5 pm Saturday Praise
19

6 pm Bells
1:30 pm Spanish Class
6:45 pm Taizé
5 pm Saturday Praise
7:15 pm Chancel Choir 6 pm 301 FP Co-OP
23 FFH Host Week
24 FFH Host Week 25 FFH Host Week 26 FFH Host Week
9:30 am Bible Study
6 pm Bells
1:30 pm Spanish Class
6:45 pm Taizé
7:15 pm Chancel Choir 7 pm Immigration
30 FFH Host Week
31 FFH Host Week
9:30 am Bible Study
6 pm Bells
1:30 pm Spanish Class
6:45 pm Taizé
7:15 pm Chancel Choir

Assisting In Worship
March 5/6 Ron Bend / Paul Johnson
March 12/13 Bonnie Bend / Erik Elliott
March 19/20 Jackson & Alex Dryg / Nadine Hunt
March 26/27 Vicki Volbrecht / Delores Wisner
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5 pm Saturday Praise

March Adult Forum
March 6 & 13: Under construction! Check e-News week of

March20 & 27: Who is My Neighbor

Adult Forum Series
Trinity’s Adult Formation will offer a four Sunday series entitled “Who is My Neighbor?: A Deep Dive
into the Parable of the Good Samaritan” Sunday March 20-Sunday April 10. Focus of the series:
First, what did Jesus mean? Who then is my neighbor? Second, Jesus brings attention to the mercy the
Samaritan displayed. What is God’s mercy and how is it to be expressed in our lives today. Presenters
from various faith backgrounds will share their understanding of what is involved in love and mercy for
my neighbor.

Faith, Family, Hospitality Host Weeks
TLC (with the help of FC Friends) will host four families experiencing homelessness for two weeks,
March 27 - April 10. COVID protocols will remain in place: mask wearing; limited socialization;
vaccination requirements for participants. For each day we will need evening hosts, overnight hosts,
and dinner preparers – as well as volunteers to set-up, do laundry, and teardown. To sign up, please
click on the following link to the master Sign-up Genius, and scroll down to the week of March 27:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090449AEAA28A6FB6-faith
Questions? Call Steph Dugger (970-223-9119) or Nadine Hunt (907-825-3730)

Birthdays
Timothy Dolan
3/1
Brenda Walberg
3/1
Tasha Barron
3/3
Lori Schmidt
3/3
Jean Purath
3/3
Michael Remmers
3/3
Karel Waltermire
3/4
Dean LoRash-Neuenschwander
3/4
Ashton Helton
3/4
Hannah Jurgenson
3/5
Daniel Dauner
3/8

Brandon Gorsky
Adrianne Jurgenson
Ilene Drews
Helen Hansen
Emma Simmons
Jim Adams
Tyler Borkowski
Dale Gorsky
John Kochenburger
Otto Sauer
Gayle Currie
Bonnie Bend

3/9
3/9
3/10
3/11
3/11
3/12
3/12
3/15
3/15
3/15
3/17
3/20

Kevin Dryg
Bennett Glessing
Rod McKenrick
Jim Montague
Uriah Jackson
Alec Schilling
Gabrielle Dolan
Jeffrey McCutcheon
LouAnn DeLozier
Jill Layden
Maddie Fairfax

Anniversaries
Mary & Gregg Hargis
Anna & Phillip Chapman
Janice & Joshua Berning

3/14
3/15
3/20
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Jennifer & Oren Anderson
Lois & Howard Smith

3/20
3/29

3/20
3/20
3/21
3/22
3/22
3/23
3/23
3/25
3/29
3/31
3/31

Wednesday Evening during Lent
6:45 pm – Mid-week Lenten Services March 9, 16, 23, 30, & April 6.
Silence is a prayer.
Silence is a song.
Silence is a reflection.
Silence is a gift.
This Lent, we will we worship together on Wednesday evenings, with the Taize music, centered around
the spiritual practice of Silence.

Lenten Devotionals

There are Lenten Devotionals available for all on the Welcome Desk in the Narthex, please help
yourself. These resources offer a great way to explore “A Way in the Wilderness” this Lenten season
through the ELCA World Hunger. They provide weekly reflections, prayers, Scripture, stories, and
more. Digital Versions are available. Want to dive even deeper into the inspiring 40 Days of Giving
content? Subscribe to the weekly Lenten email series.
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March JET ECO Tip of the Month
From the 301 Faith Partners Joint Ecological Team (JET)
This year may be right for your home or business to benefit from the installation of a photovoltaic solar
electrical system, such as the one on our Trinity church roof. When power plants burn fossil fuels like
coal, oil or natural gas, they emit greenhouse gases which contribute to global warming and climate
change. If solar is right for your home/business, you can reduce such emissions and lower your utility
bills. For information on solar in Fort Collins check out the Utilities Department WEBSITE.
Please join the next Joint Ecological Team (JET) meeting on Tuesday, April 26, at 5:30 pm either via
Zoom or in-person. The JET meets as needed to plan educational events, bike to work day, volunteer
opportunities and advocacy. Join Zoom Meeting HERE ID: 350 899 592 | Passcode: 028929

Luck of the Irish

I am not Irish but I would feel really LUCKY if you would complete Trinity’s Gifts
Registry. Complete one registry for each family member (including kids) by visiting
https://forms.gle/b1J3k6fQPD63XfMi9. We think it is easier to complete online but if
you prefer a paper copy, please contact the office and have one mailed to your house,
remember you will need to mail or bring the completed form back to the church.

Ways to Give at Trinity

What is the most convenient way for you to financially support the Ministry work done at Trinity?
Use Regular Offering Envelopes-either brought to worship (when we resume in person worship) or
mailed in?
Have automatic deductions from your checking or savings account, done weekly, bi-monthly, or
monthly? (Same applies to your credit card.)
Have the flexibility to donate whenever you want? Go to www.trinitylutheranfc.org and click on “Give”
at the top of the webpage. Follow the prompts from there. Again, you can have the donation come from
a checking account, savings account or your credit card.
Are charitable rollovers an option for you? If you are required to take a minimum distribution from
your IRA, you might be able have the check payable to Trinity, and not pay taxes on the distribution
(please check with your tax advisor, or financial institution). The same applies if you have a charitable
donor advised fund. Check with your financial institution on the frequency that works best for you.
Does your bank offer their customers a bill paying option? You can check with your bank about this.
Some banks do not charge for this convenience.
Have the Venmo app? Trinity is also on Venmo! We are “Trinity-LutheranFC”.
Thank you for taking a moment to consider these options. Please feel free to call the office if you have
any questions or need help; 970-482-1226 or email Debbie at dschwartz@trinitylutheranfc.org.
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Highlights from Current Council Minutes
Council Devotions will be centered in 2022 around each person’s baptismal word.
Finance Report
• Receipts as of the end of December were $447,801, with expenditures in the amount of $447,013 for
a positive yearend balance of $788. The giving for November and December increased significantly,
wiping out the deficit of earlier months.
• Changes in the format of the yearend report were explained. “Benevity Funds Released” has been
added as a line item under ministry receipts. There have also been changes in the reporting of
receipts from 301 Faith Partners to clearly show our partner churches that their special donations
were used for the designated purpose and not for funding TLC expenses.
• All benevolence was paid out.
Important Dates
• Newly elected and returning leaders will be installed during the January 22/23 worship services.

• The Annual Meeting will be held after worship on March 5/6 via Zoom.
Covid Building Use
• Because the county COVID positivity rate skyrocketed since Christmas, the Executive Committee on
January 10th voted to revert to a Zoom format for worship, committee meetings, and outside groups.
The revised policy stipulates that the online worship policy will remain in effect so long as the Larimer
County positivity rate remains at 15% or higher; once the rate falls below 15%, in-person worship and
building use may resume after ten days. The Council fine-tuned the wording of the policy and
approved it unanimously.
Miscellaneous
• .Council will read and discuss the book “Becoming a Welcoming Church” during 2022.
• Deacon Katie will be on maternity leave for several weeks in the summer.
• The Personnel Committee has finalized job descriptions for bell choir director, chancel choir director,
and Saturday Praise Musician. The documents will be reviewed by Worship and Music, and Council
will be asked to approve them by email vote.
• Clinton Ellerbee has been hired as the interim replacement for Paul Falk for bells, chancel choir, and
Saturday Praise musician.
• The Finance Committee will be asked to consider using the excess $788 from the 2021 budget as
gifts for staff members since they are not receiving any raises in 2022.
• The president/staff emphasized the importance of giving accurate meeting information to Deana for
the church calendar; explained the use of the committee report template; and reported that the
Council will be asked to participate in activities related to the Excellence in Leadership class.
• Building and Grounds: The project of moving the library shelves from the admin office into the
Fireside Room has been completed. Volunteers from the three churches have formed a committee to
lock up the building each evening. CBLM Snow Removal Company has been hired.
• Hospitality/Evangelism is looking at establishing a joint fellowship time from 9 – 10:30 on Sundays to
provide opportunity to interact with members of SPE
January 27th Email Vote: Via email a motion was made and seconded to approve the job descriptions
dated 24 January 2022 for bell choir director, chancel choir director, and Saturday worship leader. The
motion was approved with seven affirmative votes.
Respectfully submitted, Nadine Hunt, Council Secretary
March 2022 | 11

TRINITY LUTHERAN
301 E. Stuart St.
Fort Collins, CO 80525
(970) 482-1226

March 2022 | 12

