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Trinity Lutheran Church
A welcoming faith community
living together in God’s love to
share the joy of Jesus Christ.

Mid-Week Lenten Schedule

March 4, 11, 18, 25, & April 1. Each Wednesday during Lent please come for Service (6:45 pm) and a
simple soup/bread supper (6 pm). Sign-up in the Narthex to bring SOUP, bread will be provided.

The Holiest of Weeks
Maundy Thursday, April 9
5:30 pm Mary of Magdala
7:30 pm St. Paul’s & Trinity
with First Communion Celebration

Good Friday, April 10
12 pm Seven Last Words
7 pm Stations of the Cross

Holy Saturday, April 11
5 pm Trinity Easter Service
7 pm Mary of Magdala Easter Vigil
9 pm St. Paul’s Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday, April 12
9 am St. Paul’s Easter Service
11 am Trinity Easter Service
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TLC book Group
On Monday, March 2 at 9:30 am in the Fireside Room the TLC
Book Group will discuss Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate, a
novel telling of five children kidnapped from a boat family, put in the
care of an adoption agency, and ultimately sold to a wealthy family.
On our schedule for the first Monday in April will be The Library
Book. Author Susan Orlean investigates the legendary seven-hour
1986 fire of the Los Angeles Public Library to showcase the larger,
crucial role that libraries play in our lives.
Come regularly or just come when the book appeals to you.
Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 825-3730.

Trinity’s Little Pantry

The Pantry has been busy! A lot of food has moved in and out, and
the contents change daily. A Big Thanks to the volunteers who
keep it stocked and check it during the week. If you are interested
in helping with the Pantry please contact Carol Hemken at 970-482
-1183. Would you like to donate to the Pantry? There is now a
container in the Narthex by the Children's Library, where you can
put items such as peanut butter, nutella, cereal, canned goods
(meats, fruit, and vegetables), mac and cheese, and other staples.

TGIF March 13 at 6:30 pm

At the home of Brenda & Jon Fosse, 3180 Challenger Point Dr.,
Loveland. Water & soft drinks are provided BYOB and an appetizer
to share. Looking ahead April’s will be the first Friday, April 3.
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Adult Forum

All are invited to Adult Forum any or every Sunday morning from 910:10 am in the Sun Room. The topic and leaders change
periodically and new participants are always welcome! Did you fall
asleep during confirmation class as a teen? Even if you didn't, and
you remember everything about the catechism, we could all use a
refresher. Old Lutherans, new Lutherans, and non-Lutherans come and learn or share about the tenets of Lutheran faith. Join
Pastor Rick during Lent Adult Forum, as we explore Lutheran
History, Reformation, Sacraments, and more.
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Minister’s Message

Lent and Living with Intentionality
At the end of February, we will start (or started, depending on when you are reading this) Lent. We start
Lent with the reminder: “remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return”. We came from dust, and
we will return to dust, however, there is a lot of life and living that happens in between.
Growing up, Lent was always my favorite church season (yes, I had a favorite church season). I loved
soup suppers, I loved the change of pace, and I loved the close sense of community that our church
had during Lent. Lent was an intentional season - I loved it, and I continue to love it. Growing up, the
way I ‘changed pace’ during Lent was through giving something up; some years my family fasted one
day a week, some years it was something I did on my own, but it was always something. After I got
married, Curtis and I tended to give something up together. It was still intentional and still special. While
we were in Colombia, we realized we didn’t want to give anything up, so instead we took on a project:
Lent photo-a-day. I loved the idea and thought it would be a perfect for the blog, a perfect change of
pace, and a good change of tradition. And it was! We tried it the first year, and it became our tradition
the rest of the time we were in Colombia because we loved it so much. We slowed down; we took the
time to notice the extraordinary in our everyday lives; and we took a picture.
Now it’s time for me to decide what to do this year. I’ve thought about all the things I could give up
(maybe I should give up): soda, junk food, drinking…or the habits I would like to be more intentional
about doing: exercising more, reading more, decluttering…and I haven’t found the right one yet. I am
confident that by Ash Wednesday (February 26) I will have decided. What about you? What do you do
to be intentional during Lent? Is your tradition giving something up? Is your tradition taking on a Lenten
project? Or maybe, you don’t have a Lenten tradition, is this the year to start something? However you
decide to be more intentional during Lent, I pray it centers you in life and in the present. As you
remember “you are dust, and to dust you shall return”, also remember that it’s not time yet. Right now is
the time to focus on how we are living.
Katie Kline, Education & Family Minister

World Wisdoms Project

Awe, Ethics, and River Conservation: Does a mountain stream or the sweep of a large river evoke
awe in you? Does that experience engage us to care for the earth? Should the wonder of a fish
swimming upstream be used to motivate environmental activism? Join in the conversation on Tuesday,
March 31, at 6:30 pm, as philosopher, Katie McShane and stream ecologist, Kurt Fausch discuss the
experience of awe and its relationship to environmental ethics. This event is co-sponsored by the Joint
Social and Ecological Ministries of Trinity, St. Paul’s, and Mary of Magdala Congregations.

Undie Sunday - Underwear Drive

Trinity and our partners in ministry are collecting underwear to support Project Homeless Connect, a
service fair for those experiencing or at risk of homelessness. This event is held on Friday, April 10.
Donations of men's briefs and boxer, women's bikinis and briefs (all sizes) and children's underwear are
welcomed and can be dropped off in the donation box in the narthex from March 1-22. Additionally, this
event is looking for volunteers for the day of the event, more information and sign up can be found at
lsc.colostate.edu/slice/slice-engagement/project-homeless-connect/. Questions? Contact Lisa
Dunworth or Andy Sprain.
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Thank You!

Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts and made a difference in the
church OR community, please email Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. There are so
many who are the heart, hands and feet of God.
Trinity [Sunday School], Thank you for your generous gift of $52.82 to ELCA Good Gifts. The Sunday
School Youth bought a piglet,, some chicks and a clinic visit for a child.
Thank you to all the people (especially Lynne Pearson, Brenda Fosse, Barbara Montague and the
young woman from SPE) who sewed the cloth table covers to fit the round tables in fellowship room.
They work & look great! ~ Cheryl Backsen
Thank you to everyone for their kindness and support since I lost my mother in January. Your prayers,
cards, calls, messages and remembrances have meant so much to me. Some of you knew my mom
when she lived in Fort Collins from 2012 – 2017 so your lovely words are especially meaningful. I am so
incredibly blessed to be part of the Trinity congregation where we care so deeply for each other. I am
lucky to be the recipient of your love and kindness. May God richly bless you for your caring hearts.
~Nancy Harrison
Thank you to Debbie & Lois Schilling for faithfully donating Trinity’s Communion Wine for decades
while gracefully accommodating our changes in preference over all those years. ~ Trinity Lutheran
Cheers to Wilbur’s Total Beverage for supporting Trinity’s Saturday Fellowship (for almost six years)
by providing a 25% discount on the wine that is provided during Fellowship. In return we are supporting
a locally owned business, that is involved in our Community. ~ Saturday Fellowship Participants

Confirmation Mentoring

Confirmation Mentoring is a ministry that matches an authentic, affirming and available adult with one
of the youth in the Confirmation program. The purpose is to create cross+generational relationships
(intergenerational relationships with the cross at the center), spark caring conversations and give both
youth and adults another special person in their lives. For this year the program will go throughout Lent.
Our goal is to match one adult with every Confirmation student. We will lead a training and introduction
time. We are looking for 5-6 adults. Please let Katie know if you are interested in mentoring a
Confirmation student: katie@trinitylutheranfc.org.

Cinnamon Rolls

We are selling cinnamon rolls again for the youth account. Please pre-order during Lent and take home
some delicious cinnamon rolls on Easter Sunday! A huge THANK YOU to Nancy Harrison and Brenda
Fosse for organizing this fundraiser.

Bingo Night & Silent Auction

Join us for a night of fun, food, & fellowship for FoCoLu Ecuador Fundraiser. Saturday, March 7 at 6:30
pm at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church. Admission includes 10 games of Bingo, snacks, drinks and a
chance to win prizes: Adults $20 Kids $5. Childcare will be provided.
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2020 Ministry Funding Plan for the month of January
and for year-to-date as of January 31, 2020
January Year-To-Date
Receipts:
Offerings
$ 41,325
$
41,325
1) Building Use
3,271
3,271
Total Receipts:
44,596
44,596
Expenditures:
Operating and Support
28,137
Ministries
7,925
Benevolence/Gifts (Synod, Sky Ranch, etc.)
2,158
Total Expenditures:
$ 38,221
Receipts less Expenditues:
$ 6,375

$
$

28,137
7,925
2,158
38,221
6,375

Road Closure!

Beginning in mid-February, existing storm drainage pipe will be replaced along
three blocks of Remington Street the road will be closed to vehicle traffic and
parking along each block during active construction. Right now, the planned
closures at Remington/Stuart are from March 2-9 and from April 17-24. During
these times, traffic will not be able to get through this intersection.

Birthdays
Timothy Dolan
Brenda Walberg
Tasha Barron
Lori Schmidt
Jean Purath
Michael Remmers
Karel Waltermire
Ashton Helton
Hannah Jurgenson
Connor Spence
Daniel Dauner

3/1
3/1
3/3
3/3
3/3
3/3
3/4
3/4
3/5
3/6
3/8

Brandon Gorsky
Adrianne Jurgenson
Ilene Drews
Helen Hansen
Emma Simmons
Jim Adams
Tyler Borkowski
Dale Gorsky
Otto Sauer
Gayle Currie
Bonnie Bend

3/9
3/9
3/10
3/11
3/11
3/12
3/12
3/15
3/15
3/17
3/20

Kevin Dryg
James Montague
Uriah Jackson
Alec Schilling
Gabrielle Dolan
Jeffrey McCutcheon
LouAnn DeLozier
Lea Seim
Jill Layden

Anniversaries
Mary & Gregg Hargis
Anna & Phillip Chapman
Janice & Joshua Berning

3/14
3/15
3/20
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Jennifer & Oren Anderson
Betty & Jacob Hautaluoma
Lois & Howard Smith

3/20
3/24
3/29

3/20
3/22
3/22
3/23
3/23
3/25
3/29
3/29
3/31

1

9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
9:45 am Sunday School 2.0
10:30 am Worship

8

2

9:30 am TLC Book
Group

6 pm Property
9

9 am Executive Council
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
9:45 am Sunday School 2.0
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am Faith Formation
7 pm young Adults
11:45 am Worship & Music
15
16
9 am Adult Forum
10:30 am Worship
5:30 pm Council
22

29

9 am Adult Forum
10:30 am Worship

9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
9:45 am Sunday School 2.0
10:30 am Shared Worship

23
9:30 Anna’s Circle

7 pm young Adults
30

3
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
at the Breakfast Club
5:15 pm Soc/Eco Justice
6:30 pm Intl Scouts 195
10

4:30 pm Finance
5 pm Trust
6:30 pm Intl Scouts 195
17

6:30 pm Intl Scouts 195
24

6:30 pm Intl Scouts 195
31
5:30 pm Joint Eco Mtg
6:30 pm Intl Scouts 195

Assisting in Worship This Month
Saturday Worship Assistants
March 7 Vicky Splittgerber
March 14 Katie Kline
March 21 Steve Simske
March 28 Vicki Volbrecht
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Sunday Lectors:
March 1 Rich Fennig
March 8 Margaret Wick
March 15 Nadine Hunt
March 22 Paul Johnson
March 29 Shelley Aust

4

5

9:30 am Bible Study

6

5:45 pm Bells
6 pm Lenten Supper
6:45 pm Lenten Service
7:15 pm Choir
11
12
13
9:30 am Bible Study

7

5 pm Saturday Praise
14

5:45 pm Bells
6 pm Lenten Supper
6:30 pm TGIF @
5 pm Saturday Praise
6:45 pm Lenten Service
Brenda & Jon Fosse’s
7:15 pm Choir
18
19
20
21
9:30 am Bible Study
5:45 pm Bells
6 pm Lenten Supper
6:45 pm Lenten Service
7:15 pm Choir
25
26
27
9:30 am Bible Study
5:45 pm Bells
6 pm Lenten Supper
6:45 pm Lenten Service
7:15 pm Choir

5 pm Saturday Praise
28

5 pm Saturday Praise

Sunday Worship Assistants:
March 1 Margaret Wick
March 8 Cheylyn Gorsky
March 15 Nadine Hunt
March 22 Erik Elliott
March 29 Eric Jurgensen
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Communion - Intinction

Hospitality in worship is our community working towards inclusion, acceptance, and a deeper welcome.
This includes our Hospitality at the communion table. After talking with our staff, assistants and ministry
teams, we will try moving to a practice of intinction, dipping the bread in wine/juice, in place of individual
cups. There are a number of reasons why.
Serving – Intinction makes it easier for our assistants, including children, to serve communion. It also is
easier to receive communion for folks who have a hard time holding the cups.
Theologically – Receiving communion from a more communal cup represents our shared community
better than individual cups. While individuals may prefer one practice over another, the importance is
that we commune together, not our individual piety. Also, our gluten-free station is done by intinction, to
be welcoming for our community who are sensitive to gluten.
Sanitary – the intinction practice is more sanitary, where gluten contamination is reduced, and also as
200 small cups are not being handled. We are working on a bread option that is less crumbly, so it will
hold up to dipping, and be large enough so fingers don’t dip into the wine/juice.
Stewardship – set-up/clean-up time, resources, and waste with our plastic cups is a factor in moving to
intinction.
On a related note, we honor the tradition of "pre-consecrated
elements" in our home communion practice and in other places. On
occasion, Katie Kline for example, may host at the communion
table, with all of us together repeating the words that we say each
and every week. Remember this is still sacred meal that we share
together as we gather.
You are a valued person in our community, and we are grateful to
rejoice in communing together, as Christ unifies us through the
sacraments. Thank you.

In Memory of Tamara Schmiege

On January 31, 2020, Tamara Schmiege, friend of Trinity Lutheran, died of Ovarian Cancer at age 48.
Tamara was an outstanding organist and played at Trinity during various times of transition. Members of
Trinity and members of the choir dearly remember her.
During our season of Lent, beginning March 8, I would like to pay tribute to Tamara. At the conclusion of
each worship service I will play an extended J.S. Bach organ work. I invite those of you who would like
to remain after the service to listen and reflect on Tamara and the gift of music from God. The works will
be Toccata in F Major BWV 540, Toccata in C Major BWV 564, Prelude and Fugue in A Minor BWV
543 and Fantasia in G Minor BWV 542.
J.S. Bach signed his great works, Soli Deo Gloria, to the glory of God alone.
Alice Crawford
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When You Give To Trinity...Habitat For Humanity

Seeking to put God’s love into action; Habitat for Humanity brings people together to build
homes, communities and hope
In 1976, Linda and Millard Fuller started Habitat for Humanity, a Christian, non-profit organization which
builds affordable homes for low-income families. Today it has offices in local communities in all 50
states and in more than 70 other countries. Each local office selects families in its community who meet
income criteria, purchases building sites, and spearheads fundraising. To offset administrative costs,
local habitat affiliates manage a ReStore which sells donated items.
Each family must put in 500 “sweat equity” hours (250 hours if a single parent) by working on their new
home or in the ReStore. The family must also save for a down payment. Habitat carries the zero
percent mortgage and payments cannot exceed 30% of the homeowner’s income. The payments are
placed in a locally administered fund which goes toward future construction.
Habitat depends on the labor, money, and materials donated by the community to build homes. They
also receive funding from Housing and Urban Development through the city of Fort Collins in a
competitive process. Today, lots in the Fort Collins area cost around $55,000 and impact fees are
around $25,000.
Trinity is a support church for Habitat through our partnership with FOCOLU (a collaboration of the four
ELCA churches in Fort Collins) and has a volunteer day once a month to help with construction or
prepare food for lunches. Stephanie Dugger, a long-time advocate for Habitat, describes her volunteer
experience:
There are usually half men and half women on the build days. You do not need any skills whatsoever!
They train you on the jobs you will be doing that day and they are doable by anyone. I have never done
the same job twice. The project managers are very patient because these homes are built primarily with
volunteers….I love seeing the house come together and finished. The members of the congregations
are always invited to the wall raising and then the home dedication. So rewarding.
Notices for Trinity volunteer days are posted in church news. If you wish to volunteer, please contact
Stephanie Dugger or Ron Bend.
When you give to Trinity, you give to Habitat for Humanity

Habitat for Humanity

Trinity along with SPE, MoM and FOCOLU are supporting the builds currently for the Multi-Faith &
Thrivent Build. Go to the links fortcollinshabitat.org/multifaith2020 or fortcollinshabitat.org/faithbuild2020/
to read and see more about these amazing families we are giving a hand-up to. If you are interested in
building with us or would like to help by bringing lunch to the build site, please contact Ron Bend 970310-3482 or Steph Dugger 970-223-9119. We would love to have you share in the joy of helping these
families build their forever home! NO SKILLS NEEDED! Build dates are Saturdays, March 14, April 25
(Trinity brings lunch) and June 13. If you would like to build, contact Ron Bend 310-3482 or Steph
Dugger 223-9119.
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Highlights from January Council Minutes
TLC Preschool: Pre-school is offering expanded options this year with an early drop-off and an hour
“lunch bunch,” and next year will offer both a half day or whole day program to meet the needs of more
families.
Finance Committee Proposals Approved
• The surplus of $14,875 from the 2019 budget will be transferred to the Ministry Opportunity Fund for
use in 2020, with $1500 to be given to Rocky Mountain Synod.
• The funds available for disbursement by the Benevolence Sub-Committee have been increased by
$2000 to a total of $5000 for 2020. The committee is empowered to distribute the funds without
Council or Finance Ministry approval.
• $400 was approved for speaker expenses for Reconciling in Christ Sunday and $270 for a six-month
software license for Ministry Scheduler Pro to be used by the volunteer coordinator.
• The motor that controls the swell shades on the organ (the louvres covering the pipes) needs to be
replaced. A bid for $2000 from organ technician Jerry Akers has been received and was approved by
Council.
Announcements from Staff and Committees
• Alice Crawford is retiring as our Church Musician effective April 26th. Worship and Music has begun to
review the job description prior to advertising for the position.
• A primary job for Council members is to listen to members of the congregation.
• Faith Formation is looking at the bigger picture of their mission to see who is not represented in their
committee’s work.
• A primary focus of the Social – Eco Justice Committee in 2020 will be advocacy with the Colorado
legislature.
• Faith, Study & Service is re-imagining what should be a part of their purview. There will be no Easter
Egg Hunt or Halloween Festival in 2020 as the committee looks at what the mission of those events is
meant to be and whether the mission is being fulfilled.
Annual Meeting February 16
• The Annual Meeting will consist of a ministry slide show, a formal meeting, lunch, and a conversation
about the work of the Shared Vision Team. This important conversation will be led by the Rev. Laura
Nelson, the moderator and mediator hired by the three partner churches. She will be leading similar
conversations with MOM and SPE.
Council Meeting Dates
• Council meetings will be held on the third Monday of the month at 5:30 p.m.
Complete minutes of Council meetings are available in the Church Office.

nd

Young
Adults!
th

Every 2 & 4 Monday - March 9 & 23 at 7 pm
Gilded Goat Brewery 3500 S College Ave #194 -upstairs (childcare provided on-site)
Calling all young adults! There is no age limit, if you feel young at heart, this includes you, truly! This is
a time to be together, build community with games, fellowship, and study because community matters
and because having friends your age matters. This is a safe space to explore your faith and develop
local friendships. There will be snacks provided; beer and other drinks are available for purchase.
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Faith, Family, Hospitality Spring Host Week

TLC will host four families through the rotating shelter for families experiencing homelessness the week
of April 19-26. Please watch the weekly e-news in mid-March for a link to the sign-up for this important
host week. Your volunteer efforts might be doing laundry at home, cooking a meal, spending a night at
the church, or just serving as a host for two hours in the evening.
In addition, we are looking for two coordinators to help with the FFH program at Trinity. The role of one
would be to supervise the set-up of guest rooms on Sunday afternoon at the beginning of host week, as
well as supervising the tear-down on the following Sunday morning at the end of the week. The second
coordinator would oversee the volunteers who prepare and serve the evening meals. Contact Steph
Dugger (970-223-9119) or Nadine Hunt (907-825-3730) for more information.

Donations for the Day Center
FFH is looking for donations for the Day Center (6 day a week place with a kitchen, showers, laundry
and computers). The Day Center needs full size body wash, shampoo, conditioner, laundry detergent
(pods only), baby wipes and socks for kids & adults, toothpaste & toothbrushes. A box marked FFH is
in the Narthex. Also, several families are close to finding a place to live and are in the need for gently
used couches, kitchen table & chairs, queen, full & twin mattresses. To donate furniture, contact Jodi
Loecke at 970-371-5345.

Free Pet Preparedness Kits

You are invited to be a part of the very first Intl. Scouts 195 Eagle Project on Saturday, March 7 from
12-2 pm at Trinity. The goal of this project is to take a first step towards creating connected and
resilient communities, beginning with the welfare of our pets. Please sign up via email to
focoscouts195@gmail.com or at church this Sunday. Distribution of kits will take place on March 7.
Each kit includes emergency carrier for small pet, food for three days, assistance with vital documents,
photo of owner and pet, emergency leash and bowl. Please, no pets on March 7.

TLC Preschool

Small children and cold, snowy weather don’t always mix well, but we’re making it through the winter at
TLC Preschool – while hoping desperately for signs of spring! :)
Our registration for the 2020-2021 school year is open! We’ll continue to have our traditional morning
preschool offered 5 days per week, but we’re adding the option for a longer school day for children,
which is 8:00 am to 3:30 pm. For someone who needs longer care, this coincides with the PSD
elementary school schedules. There are updated flyers on the front welcome desk is anyone is
interested, or certainly feel free to give me a call at 221-9852!
Here's a Save-The-Date reminder for everyone that our annual Spring Pancake Breakfast fundraiser will
be on Sunday, May 3rd. Pancakes, eggs, sausage and fruit will be available. Come hungry!!
God’s Peace, Brenda Harju, Director
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TRINITY LUTHERAN
301 E. Stuart St.
Fort Collins, CO 80525
(970) 482-1226

Fellowship Night
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