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Trinity Lutheran Church
A welcoming faith community
living together in God’s love to
share the joy of Jesus Christ.

Summer Worship

As was did last summer, Sunday morning worship will be moved outdoors beginning on June 19 and
continuing through the end of July. Bring your lawn chair and a sun hat and join in worship at 10:30 am
on the lawn behind the fellowship hall. Since it currently looks like the county COVID dashboard may be
flip-flopping back and forth between green and yellow, the outdoor setting will provide a safe, consistent
location for worship – and if the weather or air quality is not acceptable, the sanctuary is available as a
back-up location. Saturday evening contemporary worship at 5 pm will continue to be held in the
sanctuary throughout the summer, giving members a choice between outdoors and indoors. Both
services will continue to be available on Zoom. Come, worship with us this summer!

BBQ & Bluegrass

Join the Sky Ranch Community at Trinity Lutheran Church for the 14 th annual BBQ & Bluegrass on
Sunday, June 5 from 4-6 pm. The day will be filled with Music, Food, and Camp Fun!
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TLC book Group

TLC Book Group will continue to meet in a hybrid format. Readers
may gather in person in the Sunroom at 9:30 am on Monday, June
6 or “tune in” from home using the Zoom link. In June discussion will
focus on the novel Bewilderment by Richard Powers in which the
protagonist searches for life in the cosmos while raising his nineyear-old child. Looking ahead to July, our selection will be The
Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson.
Copies of both books are in the church library now located in the
Fireside Room. Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730. To
join via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?
pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730.

Your Gifts In Action

Sky Ranch
Trinity members played a critical role in establishing Sky Ranch
Lutheran Camp, and the congregation has supported their mission
ever since. In addition to the summer camp program for youth, Sky
Ranch hosts private and church retreats and educational programs,
including counselor training, Coyote Howl Confirmation Retreat in
September, the Advent Retreat in December, and seasonal
Environmental Education groups. Sky Ranch also supports the long
-term vitality of the ELCA, our national church organization,
because many of the students at our seminaries were inspired by
campus or outdoor ministries. A local example of a Sky Ranch
alumna is our former pastor, Meghan Aelebouni.

For more information, see their Web site:
www.skyranchcolorado.org and their Facebook site:
www.facebook.com/skyranchcolorado
You can participate in the volunteer work weekend: Memorial Day
weekend (May 27-29). Spend time with others who love Sky
Ranch, get dirty, breath the mountain air, and do it all up in the
mountains! Even closer to home (at Trinity), come to the kick-off
party, the 14th annual BBQ & Bluegrass Day, June 5 4-6 pm - for
music, food, and camp fun.
When you give to Trinity, you give to Sky Ranch
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

301 E. Stuart Street
Fort Collins, CO 80525
www.trinitylutheranfc.org
Facebook: /TLCfortcollins
Phone: (970) 482-1226
Fax: (970) 482-0817
Preschool: (970) 221-9852
After Hours Emergency:
(970)-400-7252
OFFICE HOURS
MON-THURS 9AM-3PM
WORSHIP TIMES
SATURDAY: 5 PM
SUNDAY: 10:30 AM
Senior Pastor
Rick Reiten
pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org
Education & Family Minister
Deacon Katie Kline
katie@trinitylutheranfc.org
Office Administrator
Deana Andrist
office@trinitylutheranfc.org
Financial Manager
Debbie Schwartz
dschwartz@trinitylutheranfc.org
Director of Communications &
Volunteer Coordinator
Amanda Backsen
amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org
Interim Director of Choirs &
Saturday Worship Leader
Clinton Ellerbe
clinton1964@gmail.org
Church Musician
Carrie Hansen
carrie@trinitylutheranfc.org
A/V Techician
Claire Pickerel
claire@trinitylutheranfc.org
Sunday School Teacher
Jennifer Reeve
childrensminister@stpauls-fc.org
TLC Preschool Director
Brenda Harju
bharju@comcast.net

Pastor’s Pondering - Sabbatical
Sabbatical—any extended period of leave from one's customary work, especially for rest, to acquire new
skills or training, etc. Dictionary.com. The Pastor’s Pondering article is taking a one month sabbatical,
look for an article next month!

Habitat for Humanity
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Walking Together Into Deeper Fellowship w/our Faith Partners
301 Faith Partners is an inclusive community dedicated to be more, and do more together,
while respecting individual gifts and traditions. We welcome all people, and offer a spiritual
refuge with opportunities for individual and collective growth. We commit to work for social
justice and to protect all creation. - Mission Statement

We are stronger together. The synergy of our shared ministry has helped us become more effective
in our Lord's work. Many Trinity members have experienced the joy of working together with our
partners. Now we seek to widen the circle of our fellowship, so that all may feel welcome and included.
Excellence in Leadership. Erik Elliott and Don Heyse have spent the past year studying leadership
tools in the Rocky Mountain Synod Excellence in Leadership program (EiL). We thank the Trinity
congregation for sponsoring us in this endeavor.
For our EiL summer project, we will be looking at some of the development tools that can help us all
walk together into deeper fellowship with our Faith Partners.
In our next Tidings article we will explain these tools:
Trust Development
Force Field Analysis

Polarity Management

Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? Isaiah 43:18-19

Food Bank Volunteering
We are gearing up to have Trinity work groups once again at the Food Bank for Larimer County.
There will be two opportunities to work for approximately two hours a month. Up to two children per
shift, ages 10 and older may volunteer at either location as long as they are with a parent or guardian.
 FORT COLLINS LOCATION: 1301 Blue Spruce Drive
The Fort Collins volunteering needs 10 people and will occur on the 4th Thursday of the month, from
11:45 am-2 pm. At this location, volunteers will be more spread out and involved in a greater variety of
tasks such as repacking or sorting food items, and setting out items such as such as bread, produce, &
dry goods for clients to select. Light lifting may be required as well as bending, standing or sitting. Other
volunteers may help with cleaning/custodial duties and dealing with cardboard boxes that accumulate
quickly and need to be crushed for recycling. Two volunteers are also needed to help distribute and
track Kids’ Café Meals given out at the food bank. Additional training is required for these two
volunteers.
 LOVELAND LOCATION: 5706 Wright Drive in Loveland
The Loveland volunteering (Food Bank headquarters near the regional airport) needs 8 people and will
occur on the 4th Friday of the month, from 1-3 pm. At this location, volunteers will be sorting food,
repackaging food, or assembling food into boxes. It is a good opportunity for our church volunteers to
build camaraderie.
If you would like to be placed on the volunteer list, please contact Susan Lamb (6dogsall@gmail.com,
970-217-8524) or Margaret Wick (mwick@wooster.edu, 970-310-1087).
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The heart, hands & feet of God

Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts
and made a difference in the church OR community, please email
Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org.
Thank you to everyone at Trinity for your prayers and support as we walk with our daughter, Heather,
through her aneurysm treatment and recovery. She has a long road ahead but is making good progress.
We are grateful for the many prayers and well wishes from our friends here. ~ Don & Patty Heyse
Dear Trinity friends, Thank you for all the thoughtful birthday greeting cards. You warmed my 100 year
old heart! I celebrated with my whole family, what a blessing. Thank you again. ~ Netha Peterson
Thank you once again for the periodic gift in the amount of $254, Interfaith Solidarity and
Accompaniment Coalition (ISAAC) recently received from Trinity. There is little this organization could
accomplish without the generosity and commitment of our Faith Community members. ~ (ISAAC)
Thank You for your generous donation of $254. Due to this support , volunteers will have amazing
opportunities to restore natural areas and build community. Your support will make a difference for a
wild gem of Colorado and the people who steward it! ~ Wildlands Restoration Volunteers
You just made a difference! Your donation of $170 is helping Stephen & Ashlen achieve their long time
dream of being homeowners. They will be able to move from the challenges of trying to find an
affordable rent into a place they can call home. ~ Habitat for Humanity
Members of Trinity, Thank you for your $254 gift to Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp. We’re honored that
your support goes to helping to provide life changing experiences for children, young adults, and
families. ~ Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp
Thank you for your generous donation of $254. You are helping to strengthen families and our
community by making it possible for Teaching Tree to provide affordable child care for
families wo are working to achieve or maintain self-sufficiency. While parents work,
further their education, and/or undergo job training, they have peace of mind knowing
their young children are in a safe environment , participating in an early learning program
that is preparing them to succeed in school. ~ Teaching Tree

Help Wanted
DESSERTS We are looking for desserts, approximately 25 (9 x 13) pans of dessert bars for the 14 th
annual BBQ & Bluegrass on Sunday, June 5. Some ideas to get you started, brownies, scotcheroos,
rice Krispie treats, special k bars, are just a few to help you get you started. Contact Steph Dugger at
steph.dugger@hotmail.com or 970-223-9119.
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9:30 am Book Group 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast

9:30 am Fellowship
10:30 am Worship w/
Confirmation
11:45 am Worship & Music
4 pm BBQ & Bluegrass
6 pm Property
12
13
9:30 am Fellowship
9 am VBS
10:30 am Shared Worship

19

9:30 am Fellowship
10:30 am Outdoor Worship

5 pm Soc/Eco Justice
6 pm FP Soc/Eco Justice
14
9 am VBS

4:30 pm Exec Council
20
21

4 pm Finance

6 pm Council
26

9:30 am Fellowship
10:30 am Outdoor Worship
11:45 am Faith Formation

27
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5 pm Saturday Praise
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5 pm Saturday Praise
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9 am VBS

Bike To Work Day
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9 am VBS
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5 pm Saturday Praise
25
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Assisting In Worship
June 4/5 Vicki Volbrecht / Lindsay Reiten
June 11/12 Sherry Albertson-Clark / Rich Fennig
June 18/19 Ron Bend / Finn Berning
June 25/26 Vicky Splittgerber / Don Garman
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5 pm Saturday Praise

2022 Ministry Fund Plan for the month of April
and for year-to-date as of April 2022
April
Year-To-Date
Receipts:
Offerings
SPE and MoM Building Use Donations
Building Use
Total Receipts:
Expenditures:
Operating and Support
Ministries
Benevolence/Gifts (Synod, Sky Ranch, etc.)
Total Expenditures:
Receipts less Expenditures:

$ 28,338
3,223
509
32,070
27,357
9,674
8,479
$ 45,510
$ (13,440)

$

139,276
14,153
3,048
156,478
107,219
35,470
8,479
151,168
5,310

$
$

Birthdays
Marianne Weinmeister-Ehrlich
6/2
Cathy Schilling-Preble
6/2
Steph Dugger
6/3
Judy Sersen
6/4
Anderson Helton
6/5
Kellan Garman
6/5
Anna Chapman
6/6
Andy Sprain
6/8
Madyson Hopkins
6/9
Samantha Riedel
6/13

Rosamary Weinmeister
Carolyn Arnold
Payton Berning
Gary Schneider
Pam Jacobson
Joshua Berning
Oren Anderson
Howard Smith
Erik Elliott
Dylan LoRashNeuenschwander

6/14
6/15
6/16
6/17
6/18
6/18
6/19
6/19
6/19

Nyla Anderson
Reid Jacob
Glenna Brissey
Gary Schwartz
Marie Drews
Lisa Dunworth
Sharon Johnson
Jodie Burgoon
Gabe Morrissey

6/20

Anniversaries
Denise & Kurt Faulkner
Bennie & Ilene Drews
Colleen & William Foos
Melissa & Chris Mize
Carolyn & Eric Biedermann
Pollyann & Tom Sersen
Carrie & Bruce Hansen
Eric & Adrianne Jurgenson

6/4
6/5
6/5
6/6
6/9
6/11
6/16
6/19
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Larry & Merry Hulse
Kelli & Dave Karst
Lana & Rus Schueler
Susan & Lee Lamb
Cheryl & Ron Smith
Cheryl & Steve Backsen
Donna & Danl Dauner
Courtney & Andrew Stewart

6/19
6/20
6/21
6/22
6/24
6/25
6/25
6/26

6/20
6/22
6/23
6/23
6/24
6/25
6/28
6/29
6/30

News from the Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly
The Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly convened May 9-11, 2022. This year’s theme was “The Rhythm
of the Saints, - finding the beat for ministry and service in post-covidian times,” and was presented as a
time to grieve the losses of the last two years and come together for renewal and inspiration to continue
the work of ministry. Pastor Rick and Don and Patty Heyse attended. It was a busy three days and a
very memorable experience. In addition to conducting Synod business, there were plenary sessions
and educational events as well as opportunities to meet folks from all across the Synod.
The plenary sessions offered five areas of focus and learning: Classic Church to Church Becoming,
Normalizing the Unexpected, Courageous-Resilient-Faithful, Vital Right-Shaped Ministry, and
Generosity/Mindset of Abundance.
Classic Church to Church Becoming invites us to remember that the church is not static but is
continuously being shaped by the Holy Spirit. We are encouraged to be open to the continuing
guidance of the Holy Spirit as we adapt our ministry to a changing world.
Normalizing the Unexpected addresses the Church’s need to engage in racial justice as well as justice
for others who have traditionally been marginalized. We are invited to examine implicit biases that may
underlie our responses to those who seem different and out of our comfort zone. We are encouraged to
embrace Jesus’s command to love one another by welcoming and engaging with those who are often
without a voice in the church or in the world.
Courageous-Resilient-Faithful was presented by the Excellence in Leadership team. This session
focused on growing authentic and effective leaders. We are encouraged to consider other points of
view. Strategies for self-reflection and for engaging in difficult /polarized conversations were presented.
Vital Right-Shaped Ministry addresses opportunities for congregations to intentionally plan for adapting
for the future. This session asked how our ministry can shape itself for the future and also what vitality
looks like in our ministry. This opportunity for identifying values, vision, and mission and vision is what
Trinity engaged in with the 301 Faith Partners vision team.
Generosity and a Mindset of Abundance invites us to shift from a mindset of prosperity to generosity.
We are encouraged to explore factors that move us toward change and an attitude of abundance and
also those that hold us back from meaningful change.
In addition to these learning opportunities, the assembly adopted a resolution to encourage support for
the World Hunger Fund including support for local hunger ministries, increased awareness of hunger
and poverty, and increased financial support for ELCA World Hunger. We also heard from, grieved with,
and prayed with those affected by the Marshall fire. We were also encouraged to explore the hymnal All
Creation Sings from Augsburg Press, which supports the rhythms of the whole church year and gives
attention to the health of our planetary home and the human community. More than 30 of the hymns are
multilingual.
From the closing worship:
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? Isaiah 43:18-19
Submitted by Don and Patty Heyse
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JET ECO Tip of the Month
From the 301 Faith Partners Joint Ecological Team (JET)
World Ocean Day (worldoceanday.org) is celebrated annually on June 8 but we can celebrate all
month! It was first designated in 1992 at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro to celebrate the earth’s
shared ocean and to raise awareness about its importance and how it can be protected from actions of
humans.
You may ask why we should care and celebrate World Ocean Day.
• 70% of the earth’s surface is water
• Ninety four percent of the planet’s wildlife live in the ocean and must be protected
• The ocean and the tiny surface plants generate greater than 50% of the oxygen we breathe
• It is a major source of food
• The ocean absorbs more CO2 than it releases and is called a carbon sink
• The earth’s climate and weather patterns are regulated by the ocean transporting heat from the
equator to the poles
• Ocean plastic pollution not only harms the ocean wildlife but also humans
Ways to celebrate and protect our oceans:
• Skip seafood for 1 day and learn about sustainable seafood
• Avoid single use plastics, use reusable bags
• Watch an ocean film
• Participate in a neighborhood cleanup
• Reduce pollutants by choosing nontoxic chemicals and dispose of responsibly
• Use less energy and reduce vehicle pollution
• Their 2022 conservation action focus is to protect 30% of our blue ocean planet by 2030 for a
healthy ocean and climate.
Please join the next Joint Ecological Team (JET) meeting on Tuesday, July 26, at 5:30 pm location to
be determined. The JET meets as needed to plan educational events, bike to work day, volunteer
opportunities and advocacy.

Bike to Work (Wherever) Day Coming June 22nd!
Once again Fort Collins is sponsoring the bicycling event
of summer! The 301 Faith Partners at Trinity Lutheran
Church is going to host a breakfast station in our same
location behind the church on the Preschool covered
area next to Spring Creek. We will have two partners this
time including Snack Attack! and Impact Chiropractic.
We will have not only the yummy egg, cheese and meat
sandwiches plus other breakfast items but also free chair
massages. So, get out those bikes and join us between
6:30-9:30 am on Wednesday, June 22 to celebrate
what will be our 10th time hosting this event!
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Highlights from Current Council Minutes
Financial Report
• Receipts to the end of March were $124,408 with expenditures of $105,547 for a positive balance of
$18,861.
• The job description for Financial Coordinator has been completed, approved, and posted.
• A contract has been signed with Ministry Works to handle the church payroll. The company services
only churches and charities, and was considerably less costly than the “big” companies.
• The paperwork has been completed for the car donation program through ARC, and the process is
being tested out by a member of the congregation.
Book Discussion The Council continued discussion on Becoming a Welcoming Church. Ideas
discussed included changes to the sound system to improve worship for both Zoom and in-person
participants; stocking the pews with visitors’ cards and processing them; upgrading or replacing the
welcome center; revisiting the hospitality report written by former deacon candidate Art Klinzmann.

Acting Vice President A motion was made, seconded, and approved unanimously to appoint Vicki
Volbrecht as Acting Vice President until the next annual meeting in December 2022. Vicki’s name was
brought to the Council by the Nominating Committee.
Feedback about Digital Sign: Feedback relating to the digital sign approved at the congregational
meeting was discussed, with emphasis on the importance of introducing the Design Committee to the
congregation and keeping the congregation informed about the proposed final design. In particular the
consensus from the congregation seems to favor placing the words “301 Faith Partners” under the
names of the churches rather than at the top of the sign. The name of our congregation remains
“Trinity Lutheran” – it is not being changed.
Miscellaneous
• There will be no education classes for any age this summer, and we will focus on hospitality on
Sunday mornings.
• Discussion of a play space in the sanctuary is being reinitiated.
• Mountain Kids has donated picnic tables to the church.
• Worship and Music has interviewed three candidates for choir director.
• Once again the idea of a “Help Wanted” section in e-news or Tidings was brought up.
Respectfully submitted, Nadine Hunt, Council Secretary
Complete minutes of Council meetings are available in the Church Office.

VBS
The 301 Faith Partners are joining together to host VBS Monday,
June 13-Thursday, June 16 from 9 am–12 pm, children ages 4
yrs—5th grade are welcome (teens older than that are
encouraged to help). $10/child or $20 max per family
(scholarships available). Register HERE.
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Fort Collins, CO 80525
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