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Lectors Wanted 
If you can read...you can volunteer! It is easy to be a Lector/Scripture reader on Sunday mornings. The 

readings will be sent to you by Thursday of your assigned week. Sign up by calling or emailing Jill Rose 

at 307-760-6848 or allegro1351@gmail.com. Thank you so much for volunteering, Trinity could not be a 

successful, influential, loving congregation without your commitment and involvement. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
A welcoming faith community 
living together in God’s love to 

share the joy of Jesus Christ. 

January 2024 Volume 27, No. 1 

Year End Contributions 
Please get your 2023 donations in early! Since December 31 falls on a Sunday, you will be able to put 

your donations in the offering plate that day and they will count for 2023. For those of you with internet 

access, you can easily make your donation through our website at trinitylutheranfc.org (until midnight 

12/31/23!). Do you use the Venmo platform? We are listed as @Trinity-LutheranFC. Do you prefer 

mail? As long as your donation is postmarked no later than 12/31/23, that will work also. Thank you! 

mailto:allegro1351@gmail.com
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TGIF - January 12 
Come and enjoy an evening of fun, conversation, and connecting at 

the home of Kathy & Jack Lipscomb,(, 5381 Kellan Way, 

Timnath). Water and some drinks are provided. Bring your own 

beverage an app/dessert to share. If you have questions and or 

would like to sign up to Host, please contact Liz Johnson at 402-320

-3699 or lizj8485@gmail.com. 

Trinity Readers Group 
Trinity Readers will meet on Monday, January 8 in room 2 to plan 

our reading list for 2024. We will start with a potluck brunch  

at 9:30 am, and then select our books for the entire year. Bring an 

item to contribute to brunch (juice, yogurt, fruit, muffins, etc.) and 

come prepared to recommend both a non-fiction and a fiction book. 

If you wish you can send your suggestions in advance 

nadineamyhunt@gmail.com. If you have thought that our list of 

books could be improved upon, this is the time to join us and make 

your recommendations! Join us in person in Room 2 or on Zoom: 

us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?

pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09 

Adult Forum 
January 7  We will watch and discuss the first episode of PBS’s 5-

part series “Once Upon a Time in Northern Ireland”. 

January 14  Pastor Rick will visit with us about his recent surgery 

and the clinical trial he’s participating in regarding Huntington’s 

Disease.  

January 21  Alicia Nottrott from Crossroads Safehouse will update 

us on the services they provide here in Fort Collins. 

January 28  Episode 2 of “Once Upon a Time in Northern Ireland” 
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Pastor’s Pondering 
Dear Trinity, 

In November, I presented sabbatical proposal and policy to exec and council. I was asked to present this 

to the congregation in January, to give you all a sense to read and reflect on this opportunity. This is the 

first time at Trinity, that a clergy person has utilized sabbatical - so we know there will be a lot of 

questions from the congregation. Over the next several months, there will be ongoing conversation to 

educate the community about what sabbatical is (and is not!) - and what we hope God does with us in 

this time of rest and renewal. Thank you for this gift. 

Pastor Rick 

To read Pastor Rick’s Sabbatical Proposal and Trinity Lutheran’s Sabbatical Policy go to 

www.trinitylutheranfc.org/news.html. 

Open Spots for Easter Pilgrimage to Greece/Ephesus - April 2-13 
Dear Community, unfortunately due to the war in Israel/Gaza our plans have changed, and we 

now have the opportunity to take an Easter Season journey in the Footsteps of Paul. The dates 

for this experience will be April 2-13, 2024. The cost is $4,390 per person. 

Ideally, we need 10-15 people for this trip happen - and currently we have 7. This trip will be 

offered publicly to get us to that recommended travel number and deadline for new registrations 

is the first week of January. Though this is short notice, but hope we may find some folks to join 

us. Please share with friends and family who may be interested, and know that this trip is not 

limited to those from Trinity, Mary of Magdala, St. Paul's. 

Our specific itinerary is coming, but please use this one for reference. Our trip will include 4 

nights on a cruise to Ephesus, Patmos, and Rhodes. https://www.eliastours.com/tours/footsteps

-of-paul-tour-pr-michael-stadtmueller-our-saviours-luthrean-church#itinerary 

Please email Pastor Rick pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org if you have any questions. 

We continue to pray for Israel, Palestine, and all of those facing death due to violence - 

acknowledging our privileged position to change our plans to something that is safer for us. 

http://www.trinitylutheranfc.org/news.html
https://www.eliastours.com/tours/footsteps-of-paul-tour-pr-michael-stadtmueller-our-saviours-luthrean-church#itinerary
https://www.eliastours.com/tours/footsteps-of-paul-tour-pr-michael-stadtmueller-our-saviours-luthrean-church#itinerary
mailto:pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org
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301 FP Joint Ecological Team (JET) ECO Tip of the Month 

WATERSHEDS  Every body of water has a watershed - the land area where rainfall and snow are 

collected, filtered, and then drained into creeks, streams and rivers. The streams and rivers flow into 

larger bodies of water which are lakes, bays, and oceans. The Front Range and cities of Fort Collins, 

Greeley, Timnath, and Windsor are supported by the Cache la Poudre River Watershed. This 

watershed drains approximately 1,900 square miles above the canyon mouth west of Fort Collins. 

A healthy watershed is important to our ecosystem as it helps protect water quality, safe drinking water, 

and soil to grow food. It provides habitats for wildlife. A watershed helps in climate change adaptations 

by cooling the air and absorbing greenhouse gas emissions. Watersheds also provide natural 

recreational areas for everyone to enjoy through fishing, boating, and swimming. 

Because watersheds are important it is important to protect them. Here are a few ideas: 

1. Do your part to conserve water by taking shorter showers 

2. Participate in community clean-ups. 

3. Support environmental legislation 

4. Collect rainwater for watering your garden 

5. Learn about our local streams…Spring Creek 

6. Consider joining or supporting the Coalition for the Poudre River Watershed, 

www.poudrewatershed.org 

7. Plant a tree or shrubs to hold soil in place 

8. Use plants in your yard 

9. Wash your car on the grass to catch the runoff 

10.Properly dispose of toxic chemicals and prescriptions, never into drains or toilets but take to a 

hazardous waste center https://www.larimer.gov/solidwaste/haz/household 

The Joint Ecological Team meets as needed to plan: educational events, bike to work day, volunteer 

opportunities and advocacy. Our next meeting is Tuesday, January 30 at 5:30 pm. Be sure to check 

out the JET bulletin board in the NW corner of the Fellowship Hall. Please email any suggestions for 

future Eco-Tips to the Trinity church office. 

301 Faith Partners (FP) — Working Together 
301 FP Quilters The 301 Quilters meet Fridays from 10am –12 pm in Room 2. All are welcome -

male, female, any age, any skill level, & as often as you are able. Come, meet, and connect with others 

in the 301 family. All you need to bring is your helpful heart and your favorite coffee mug or water bottle. 

301 FP Fellowship Get-Togethers take place the 2nd Thursday of the month, January 11 at 

3:30 pm, the location is picked closer to the date, so check the e-News. All gatherings are informal and 

no RSVP needed. 

301 FP Prayer Group The Spirit continues to be doing something new at Trinity, as St Paul’s, Mary 

of Magdala, & Trinity continue to live out our commitment to the 301 Covenanted Partnership. The 301 

Partners Prayer Group meets the last Monday of the month, January 29 at 10:30 am in the Fireside 

Room. If you have questions or comments please email Pat Wiedower:pathw27@gmail.com. The 301 

Faith Partners Prayer Group invites all of us to be praying for three intentions:  

1) To give thanks for how far we have come      2) To listen and discern The Spirits plan for our future 

   3) To pray and offer support for our Pastors and those in leadership 

https://www.poudrewatershed.org/
https://www.larimer.gov/solidwaste/haz/household
mailto:pathw27@gmail.com
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Small Groups 
Pie and Coffee  Those that are in the Pie & Coffee Small Groups, your next meet up will be on 

Sunday January 7 at 3 pm at the home of Jo and Jim Gearhart, 1475 Wolfhound Street, Timnath. 

RSVP to Cherlyn Gorsky by Wednesday, January 3 at csgorsky@hotmail.com. 

Pub Theology  Pub Theologians meet at Prost Brewery, just north of Prospect on College the second 

Tuesday of the month from 6-8 pm. On Tuesday, January 9, they will be using the 2nd chapter of 

What Christianity is Not. For more info, call James Gearhart at 303-817-2361. 

Volunteering at Irish Elementary  Volunteers meet with students once per week to listen to them 

read in English. Knowledge of Spanish is not necessary. Currently there are 6 volunteers but there is a 

need for more! - especially on Tuesday at 9:30 am. Other volunteer times are on Wednesdays at 

12:40 pm. Email Mary Raich for more information . 

Yoga - All Levels!  A beginner friendly and gentle, stress-relieving yoga class to stretch and 

strengthen the body gradually. Cost is $10 per class with professional instructor, Kati Thompson. 

Classes are Wednesdays January 10 & 24 and February 7 & 28 from 10am-11am. Yoga will be in 

Room 5, across the hall from the preschool. If you would like, you are welcome to park in the southeast 

back parking lot and enter the door next to the preschool. 

JOY Luncheon  Save the Date for JOY’s second gathering on Thursday, February 15 at 11:30 am, 

more details coming soon. We delight in welcoming all older adults and those young at heart to join, no 

registration is required but an RSVP is requested for each luncheon. Cost will vary depending on the 

meal. 

Chapter Two Readers  Chapter Two Readers will NOT be meeting in December, but please join us on 

Thursday, January 25 at 6 pm in Room 2 for our discussion of the fiction book, Hello Beautiful by Ann 

Napolitano. Hello Beautiful is "a gorgeous, profoundly moving portrait of what’s possible when we 

choose to love someone not in spite of who they are, but because of it." It is a very popular book so I 

would suggest putting it on hold now. 

301 FP Quilters  The 301 Faith Partners Quilters have been busy and productive these past 4 months. 

We’ve finished 4 quilts that have been sent to the Chicago area to be given in an immigrant/refugee 

community. In addition, we’ve been asked to donate quilts for the new home-owners of the Habitat for 

Humanity building. We will have 2 quilts (one for the single mother and another for her son) ready for 

that home dedication. A large box of Christmas fabric was donated which we turned into lap quilts, wall 

hangings, pot holders, coasters, appliqued totes and star ornaments. These were sold at the Alternative 

Giving Fair to benefit Habitat for Humanity. We anticipate the quilts we make here in the new year to be 

sent to Lutheran World Relief. We are so grateful for the donations of fabric. We continue to collect 

donations in the red tote in the Fellowship Hall. It is never too late to join the group. If you are 

interested, please come any Friday starting again on January 12 from 10am-12 pm in Room 2. All are 

welcome! 

mailto:csgorsky@hotmail.com
mailto:maryraich41@gmail.com
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Volunteers Needed 
Signing up is easier than ever, these links take you to sign up genius websites where you can see what 

we need help with every week. Thank you SO MUCH for helping to make our church possible! 
 

SATURDAY  Sign Up Here—> https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4fafa929aaf49-tlcsaturday 

Communion Preparation: Set up and Clean up Elements for Saturday Service  

Communion & Assistant: Readings for Service & Help Serve Communion 

Fellowship: Prepare treats (i.e. wine, cheese, & crackers), greet attendees after Saturday Service 
 

SUNDAY  Sign Up Here—> https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b054eafa62da3fa7-sunday 

Welcome Table: An usher and a greeter had a baby, that baby became the Welcome Table Host. 

Fellowship Host: Make a fresh pot of coffee during postlude, then clean up at 12 pm. 

  
 

1    
 

2      Office Closed 
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

7 
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

9 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Fellowship 
3 pm Pie & Coffee Group 

8   
9:30am Trinity Readers 

12 pm I Love to Tell 
the Story 

3 pm Trust 
4:30 pm Executive 

6 pm Property 

9      
9:30 am Volunteer @ 

Irish Elem 
4 pm Finance 

5:30 pm Soc/Eco Justice 
6 pm Pub Theology 
6:15 pm 301 FP SEJ 

14    
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

9 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Fellowship 

15  
 

12 pm I Love to Tell 
the Story 

 
6 pm Council 

16 
9:30 am Volunteer @ 

Irish Elem 
 
 

21    
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

9 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Fellowship 
6:30 pm Grace Tables 

22    
 

12 pm I Love to Tell 
the Story 

 
 

23     
9:30 am Volunteer @ 

Irish Elem 
 

28     
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

9 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Fellowship 

29  
10:30 am 301 FP 

Prayer Group 
12 pm I Love to Tell 

the Story 

30  
9:30 am Volunteer @ 

Irish Elem 
 

5:30 pm FP Eco Justice 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4fafa929aaf49-tlcsaturday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b054eafa62da3fa7-sunday
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Assisting In Worship 
January 6/7                         / Kathy Lipscomb 

January 13/14                       / Pat Wiedower 

January 20/21                       / Tim Snyder 

January 27/28                        / Margaret Wick 

3    
 

4 
9:30 am Bible Study 

5 
 

6 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 
5:45 pm Fellowship 

10       
10 am Yoga 

12:40 pm Volunteer @ 
Irish Elem 

 
5:30 pm Bells 

11   
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
3:30 pm FP Get 

Together 

12   
10 am Quilting Grp 

 
 

6:30 pm TGIF 

13    
 

11 am Sweet Treats 
2 pm Prayer Cards 

 
5 pm Saturday Praise 

17 
 

12:40 pm Volunteer @ 
Irish Elem 

 
5:30 pm Bells 

18  
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
 
 

6 pm 301 FP Co-Op 

19    
10 am Quilting Grp 

 
 
 

6:30 pm Celebration 

20   
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 
5:45 pm Fellowship 

24    
10 am Yoga 

12:40 pm Volunteer @ 
Irish Elem 

 
5:30 pm Bells 

6:30 pm Chancel Choir 

25    
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
 
 

6 pm Chap 2 Readers 
7 pm Immigration 

26   
10 am Quilting Grp 

27   
 

2 pm Esther Johnson’s 
90th Birthday Bash 

 
5 pm Saturday Praise 
5:45 pm Fellowship 

31 
 

12:40 pm Volunteer @ 
Irish Elem 

5:30 pm Bells 
6:30 pm Chancel Choir 
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Your Gifts In Action ~ BIPOC Alliance 
Racial justice, was one of the top benevolence choices picked in the 2022 congregational survey that 

the Social and Eco Justice ministry conducted to identify which benevolence areas to support. 

The local BIPOC Alliance (Black, Indigenous, & People of Color of Larimer County) organization was 

started in 2020. Their mission is: Collectively, Black, Indigenous, and People of Color of Larimer 

County are taking action to decolonize systems and institutions, redefine our relationship to social 

movements across the board, and liberate ourselves and our people. We are dedicated to building 

trusting relationships and a mutual support network between BIPOC led groups and organizations 

with aligned values.  

Their vision is: We, Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) have autonomy and power over our 

own lives and futures. Our collective joy, gifts, stories, and cultural and ancestral practices are the 

life force that weaves our communities together. We can and will be our whole selves without fear of 

state-sanctioned and institutionalized violence. White supremacy must be abolished on all fronts.  

Some of their offerings are: Educational Programs, Dandelions Rising a program for children aged 7 to 

11 starting in 2023, Ancestral Healing, Therapeutic Services Fund, Wealth in Numbers, Women of Color 

Networking Series coming in 2023 

Their web page is www.bipocalliance.org for further information. 

When you give to Trinity, you give to the Black, Indigenous, & People of Color of Larimer County 

November Year-To-Date 

Receipts:  

   Offerings 30,527$    338,331$         

   SPE and MoM Building Use Donations 4,646        43,608             

   Building Use 2,270        13,422             

   Benevity Funds Released 700           14,738             

Total Receipts: 38,143      410,099           

Expenditures:

   Operating and Support 28,027$    311,433$         

   Ministries 10,861      107,324           

   Benevolence/Gifts (Synod, Sky Ranch, etc) -                7,583               

Total Expenditures: 38,888      426,340           

Receipts less Expenditures: (745)$        (16,241)$         

Total Checking/Savings as of 11/30/2023 128,219.28$    

Total Checking/Savings as of 12/31/2022 152,887.79$    

Difference (24,668.51)$    

TLC 2023 Ministry Fund Plan Actuals 

http://www.bipocalliance.org
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The heart, hands & feet of God 
Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts 
and made a difference in the church OR community, please email 

Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. 
 

Trinity Lutheran Team, Thank you for hosting the Alternative Gift Fair. I know these events take a lot of 

effort to plan. We had a very successful morning and appreciate the opportunity. Happy Holidays!   

~ Samburu Youth Education Fund 

Dear Trinity, Thank you for your gift of $209 to ELCA World Hunger. As a church we believe that God’s 

grace is freely given to us. This brings us peace and hope. It makes a difference in our lives. Through 

your gifts to the ministries of the ELCA you share this amazing grace with others and help people 

around the world feel the transformational power of God’s love.  ~ ELCA World Hunger 

TLC Preschool 
A new year, with so many possibilities ahead, especially for the young ones in TLC Preschool. The 

majority of our students will move on to kindergarten in the fall, which is such a big step! 

We plan to continue with the UPK program next school year, but are awaiting information to see if there 

are any changes with the program. Please let any friends or family know that we’ll be getting ready for 

registration in about another month. 

As always, thank you for your support of our ministry! Any and all donations are greatly appreciated and 

allow us to continue to provide a quality program for families. We wish you all many blessings in the 

coming new year! 

God’s Peace, Brenda Harju, TLC Preschool Director 

Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

Larry & Corrine Hoffmann   1/1 

Jeffery & Trina Garlo McCutcheon 1/1 

Bob & Barb Keyser            1/15 

Lois Smith  1/2 

Delores Wisner 1/3 

Amy Jo Martinson 1/5 

Kelli Karst  1/6 

Vicky Splittgerber 1/6 

Ron Splittgerber 1/9 

Kathryn Gauger 1/10 

Tim Gauger  1/10 

Addison Mize 1/10 

Ryan Andrist  1/11 

Susan Snyder 1/11 

Cathy Thompson 1/12 

Sara Flatley  1/13 

Thomas Simmons 1/14 

Dan Merz  1/15 

Kurt Faulkner 1/16 

Char Gaalswyk 1/16 

Susan Lamb  1/16 

Justin Dickson 1/18 

Jan Garman  1/18 

Dean Gebhardt 1/19 

Chris Fendler 1/22 

Heidi LoRash-Neuenschwander

   1/22 

Steve Dugger 1/23 

Peggy Lynch 1/26 

Don Heyse  1/28 

Margaret Wick 1/29 

Pat Wiedower 1/30 

Esther Johnson 1/31 
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Highlights from Co-Op Committee Meeting 
I serve as the vice-president of the church council and will be providing you with updates on items 

discussed at the monthly Co-Op Committee meetings. Clergy and lay leaders of each faith community 

participate in these meetings to discuss the functioning of the faith partnership and financial decisions 

involving all three faith communities and to provide updates on action items and other items affecting 

the faith communities. At the 30 Nov 2023 meeting the following items were discussed: 

COVID Policy: The Trinity’s COVID policy was revisited, and some suggestions were made to change 

it. Changes to the policy will be taken to Trinity Church Council for approval. 

Sign Update: Old sign has been removed; new sign is not up and running. Since it is unlikely that the 

electric sign will be up and running by Christmas, it was suggested that a banner be placed outside the 

church indicating that the three faith communities are holding Christmas Eve services at 301 East 

Stuart.  

Decorating the Sanctuary: Trees will be put up before Christmas, but some of the faith communities 

will not light the trees until Christmas. Poinsettias will be placed in sanctuary after Sunday Advent 

services and before Christmas Eve services. 

Updates from Trinity: When Deacon Katie goes half-time, she will not be attending Co-Op meetings. 

Pastor Rick discussed his upcoming gene therapy on 12 Dec. 

Visitor Card Collaboration: Trinity hospitality team would like to do one visitor card for all three faith 

communities. One member from each faith community will work on the visitor cards. 

Lent Madness: The three faith communities will participate in Lent Madness, a version of March 

Madness for the church. 

Narthex Proposal: Returned to proposal from last meeting and discussed the cost of updates to the 

narthex for each faith community. 

Blue Christmas: A Blue Christmas Service will be held by St. Paul’s in the Chapel on 14 Dec at 7 pm 

with live music. 

Soup Supper: Some concern was expressed that members from each of the faith communities are not 

signing up for Advent soup suppers. There is concern if soup suppers should be offered before Lent 

services given the lack of sign-up for food, set-up and clean-up  

If you would like to receive a copy of the minutes of the Coop Meetings, please email your request to 

Deana at office@trinitylutheranfc.org. Respectfully submitted, Vicki Volbrecht 

mailto:office@trinitylutheranfc.org
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Highlights from Current Council Minutes 
Financial Report: The report from the financial manager indicated that receipts to the end of October 

were $371,956, with expenditures of $387,452, for a negative balance of $15,496 year-to-date. 

Insurance costs and cost-of-living increases have added to the deficits. The three partner churches are 

waiting for an electrician to run a conduit to the new sign e.  
 

Debriefing of November 19th Congregational Meeting: The consensus was that the meeting was 

more confusing than it should have been, partially because congregational input threw the meeting off 

the planned agenda. Having multiple motions on the same ballot added to the confusion, but having 

clarification of what a Yes and No vote means did prove to be helpful for many.  
 

Chancel Choir Director: Council approved the hiring of Tessa Espinosa as choir director to start Nov 

27. 
 

Sabbatical Proposal for Pastor Rick: Council first reviewed the general sabbatical policy of Trinity 

which has been adapted to reflect Synod recommendations; this policy was approved unanimously. 

They then reviewed the specifics for the sixteen-week sabbatical proposed by Pastor Rick which will 

span time from April to August 2024, and will include a temporary hiring of Kathy Gauger as a part-time 

fill-in pastor. Council approved the proposal unanimously and requested that final details be brought 

back to Council. 
 

Smoke Monitoring System: Social & Eco Justice had previously provided Council with updated 

information on funding and expenses for a smoke monitoring system – a less expensive alternative to a 

sprinkler system in the education wing. There was discussion about the potential for establishing a 

Ministry Enhancement Fund to receive congregational donations for special projects. Council 

unanimously approved the proposal for the smoke monitoring system to go forward contingent on 

approval by Poudre Fire and by the TLC Trust Committee. 
 

Miscellaneous Items: 

• The Compensation, Benefits & Responsibilities form was introduced which should be updated 

annually and used during annual reviews to set goals and priorities.  

• ProPresenter (the software which runs the media in the sanctuary) needs to be updated at a cost of 

$400. 

• A short executive session was held. 

• In a later email session Council unanimously approved changes in the partnership COVID policy, 

specifically that (1) "If staff are experiencing symptoms, or test positive, they should follow current 

CDC guidelines;” and that (2) "If congregational members test positive, please notify the church office. 

We strongly encourage members to follow current CDC guidelines." 
 

Respectfully submitted, Nadine Hunt, Council Secretary  
Complete minutes are available in the Church Office. 



 

January 2024  |  12 

TRINITY LUTHERAN  
301 E. Stuart St. 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
(970) 482-1226 


