
 

January 2021  |    

Trinity Lutheran Church 
A welcoming faith community 
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share the joy of Jesus Christ. 
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Happy New Year to All from TLC Preschool! 
You haven't seen many articles about preschool in Tidings this fall because it's been a VERY hectic 

season! Things have gone very well with our re-opening plan, with everyone staying healthy and busy. 

We even received a "perfect score" (no violations) on our licensing review from the State!  

We have enjoyed our socially distant chapel times with Pastor Rick and Ms. Katie. The children are 

always excited to see what fun they have in store for us! It might be dancing with Pastor Rick (there 

may or may not be an incriminating video in my possession!) or creating fun crafts with Ms. Katie. We 

appreciate them taking special time to be with the children, showing them fun ways to enjoy the love of 

God. 

We should be back in session after our Christmas break and ready to take on the new year. We're all 

praying for the health of our nation and are hopeful that we truly are seeing the light at the end of this 

dark tunnel. So many thanks to those of you who have contributed to preschool through donations and 

CCCC contributions. Every bit helps us offer scholarship opportunities or replace aging toys and 

equipment for the use of the children. We appreciate your help! 

New Year Blessings to all, and God's Peace, Brenda Harju, Director 
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TLC book Group 
On Monday, January 4, at 9:30 am the book group will meet via 

Zoom to discuss Dear Church – A Love Letter from a Black 

Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the U.S. The author is 

ELCA pastor Lenny Duncan. In February the topic will be mental 

illness as we discuss Hidden Valley Road by Robert Kolker, a non-

fiction book about a family in Colorado Springs with twelve children, 

six of whom are diagnosed with schizophrenia. To see the full list 

of the Book Groups schedule go to the TLC website or click 

HERE. 

Join our Zoom meetings HERE. 

Meeting ID: 853 5822 1885  |  Password: 662888 

Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 

301 E. Stuart Street 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 

www.trinitylutheranfc.org 

Facebook: /TLCfortcollins 

Phone: (970) 482-1226 
Fax: (970) 482-0817 

Preschool: (970) 221-9852 
After Hours Emergency: 

(970)-400-7252 

OFFICE HOURS 
MON-THURS 9 am–3 pm 

WORSHIP TIMES 
SATURDAY: 5 PM 

SUNDAY: 10:30 AM 

Senior Pastor 
Rick Reiten 

pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Education & Family Minister 
Katie Kline 

katie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Office Administrator 
Deana Andrist 

office@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Financial Manager 
Debbie Schwartz 

dschwartz@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Communications & 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Amanda Backsen 
amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Choirs &  
Saturday Worship Leader 

Paul Falk 
paul@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Church Musician 
Carrie Hansen 

carrie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

A/V Techician 
Joshua Moore 

TLC Preschool Director 
Brenda Harju 

bharju@comcast.net 

Mid-Day Prayer 
Since we are not able to gather for worship in person on Saturday 

and Sunday, we are inviting you to share a time of Mid-Day Prayer, 

in the sanctuary, from Noon to 1pm on Wednesdays. This will be 

a time of personal prayer and contemplative reflection, and prayer 

resources will be available if needed.   

We will still be limited participation (10 people at a time) per our 

building policy. For the safety of others, you are required to wear a 

mask, and to sit distanced apart, unless you are with your own 

family unit. We realize that during this time we are church in a new 

way. We are grateful for your resilience, as God continues to walk 

beside us into tomorrow. 

Young Adults! 
Every 2

nd
 & 4

th
 Monday – Jan 11 & 25 at 7 pm 

Click HERE to join via Zoom  

Meeting ID: 817 1273 8613  |  Passcode: 025862 

Calling all young adults! There is no age limit, if you feel young at 

heart, this includes you, truly! This is a time to be together, build 

community with games, fellowship, and study because community 

matters and because having friends your age matters. This is a 

safe space to explore your faith and develop local friendships. 

Bring your drink and snacks and join via Zoom. 

http://www.trinitylutheranfc.org/trinity-book-group.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81712738613?pwd=MFNPb2xiVzNFUmNzSUVHUlJoMTZnZz09
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KS Community Rewards Program 
Trinity has around 200 households with 29 households signed up for King Soopers Rewards Program. 

This past quarter those households earned Trinity $270.63!!! To date TLC has earned $951. Imagine 

how that amount might double as more households sign up!! You simply link your KS rewards card to 

Trinity. To do this visit kingsoopers.com/topic/king-soopers-community-rewards, Login (or create a 

login), Search: KV296 and Click ‘Enroll’ AND you should be good to go. Thanks to all those who have 

designated Trinity on their KS Rewards. 

Minister’s Message -  
In a recent conversation, I was asked if the church still mattered. Honestly, there are days I wonder that 

too. It’s hard not being able to gather in-person for worship. It’s hard celebrating another holiday without 

the rich ritual that our worship service offers. It’s scary to know that this pandemic is forcing some 

churches to close their doors permanently. All of that leads me to wonder, and leads others to ask, in 

the 21st century, does the church matter?  

And then, I wonder about you! I read your emails, texts, expressions through a computer screen and I 

wonder how you are doing. I know it’s hard. I hear pieces of your stories, your tears, your joys, your 

longings, and I wonder how you are. I watch you care for one another. I listen to your testimony 

understanding that you are where you are because of the prayers of this community. You cook for one 

another, offer your expertise, deliver food, deliver devotional books, call each other, pray together.  In 

those moments, I know the church still matters. We are a diverse group of people brought together by 

our faith. It is our choice to love one another through what life brings, to grieve together, celebrate 

together, and ebb and flow with the rhythm of life, together. All of this happens because of a simple (or 

not so simple) profession of faith.  

Yes, church still matters. Trinity Lutheran Church is still important for God’s mission in this world. I 

sincerely mean, God only knows what our mission will be in 2021. As we start this new year, what are 

the spiritual practices you hope to embody? How will you live your faith? Micah 6:8 says: “This is what 

Yahweh asks of you: only this, to act justly, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with your God.” Think 

of 2021 as the perfect time to start something new in your faith life, believing that the church still 

matters and believing that you matter in the church. How will you act justly, love tenderly and walk 

humbly with God in this new year? 

Katie Kline, Education & Family Minister 

kingsoopers.com/topic/king-soopers-community-rewards
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Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

e-News 
Are you getting Trinity’s e-News? The e-News is an electronic way TLC shares what is happening in the 

life of our church. Each week, an email is sent out with the weekend’s happenings, upcoming events, 

and news to share. We also use this method to inform members of funerals and other time sensitive 

news. If you would like to receive Trinity’s emails, please email Amanda at 

amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. 

Faith Family Hospitality Winter Host Week 
After having a break of several months, TLC (along with FC Friends) will host four families through the 

shelter for families experiencing homelessness the week of December 27–January 3. The shelter 

remains at Foothills Unitarian Church at 1815 Yorktown, so for each day we need a minimum of one 

evening host, one overnight host, and 1-2 individuals to make dinner and deliver it to the church – as 

well as volunteers to do laundry. To sign up go to the master Sign-up Genius link at: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090449AEAA28A6FB6-faith 

If you cannot help during the week that TLC is responsible for, feel free to sign up for any date that 

works for you! Questions? Call Steph Dugger (970-223-9119) or Nadine Hunt (907-825-3730). 

Lois Smith   1/2 

Delores Wisner  1/3 

Vicky Splittgerber  1/6 

Kelli Karst   1/6 

Pat Jacob   1/7 

Ron Splittgerber  1/9 

Greg Schairer  1/10 

Addison Mize  1/10 

Ryan Andrist   1/11 

Cathy Thompson  1/12 

Sara Flatley   1/13 

Thomas Simmons  1/14 

Dan Merz   1/15 

Susan Lamb   1/16 

Char Gaalswyk  1/16 

Kurt Faulkner  1/16 

Justin Dickson  1/18 

Dean Gebhardt  1/19 

Chris Fendler  1/22 

Steve Dugger  1/23 

Peggy Lynch  1/26 

Don Heyse   1/28 

Margaret Wick  1/29 

Esther Johnson  1/31 

Trina & Jeffrey McCutcheon 1/1 

Barb & Robert Keyser  1/15 

Andrea & Andrew Sauer  1/30 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090449AEAA28A6FB6-faith
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The heart, hands & feet of God 
Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their 

gifts and made a difference in the church OR community, 
please email Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. 

 

Cheryl and all at Trinity, Thank you all for the very tasty Thanksgiving dinner you delivered to me. I ate 

it yesterday but there was enough for me to have today. I really appreciate what you all do for those of 

us who are unable to go out to shop, etc. I hope you all enjoyed a good Thanksgiving day, whether with 

family or alone as I was. ~  God bless you all, Blessings, Mary Wolpert 

I would like to extend a very special thank you to all who participated in the Thanksgiving Day treats. It 

was awesome to be remembered by a group of such wonderful people. Also would like to thank 

Susannah Foos for delivering the package to my door!!! God Bless you all.  ~ Rufina Kaltenberger 

Merry Christmas! We would like to give a big thank you for all of your love, support, and prayer over the 

past year. Lutheran Campus Ministry is not only a group of young adults, but a larger community that we 

area happy to be a part of with your congregation. Through the challenges of Covid, you have supported 

us tremendously, and we thank you. In this Christmas season, we are looking forward to the upcoming 

year in ministry with Trinity Lutheran. With Love & Peace.  ~ Katie Nieuwlandt, LCM 

Thank you so much for the wonderful home cooked meal for Thanksgiving. What a wonderful surprise. 

Nothing beats home cooking! Have a wonderful Christmas Season!  ~ Mary Anne Carr 

Dear Property, Today seemed like a good time for a big and long overdue thank you! In 2016, when St. 

Paul’s began the process of giving up our Elizabeth St. location and planting a new church, we drew up 

a list of what we wanted to have in our new church: a site with room for green grass and plants, a site 

accessible by bus, a site with plenty of accessible parking, a site that was accessible to ALL, (regardless 

of age, physical or sensory disability, etc), solar energy, sanctuary and fellowship space. And then we 

found Trinity - and were welcomed by the congregation. But we also found a building that has been 

beautifully kept up and had all the traits we had hoped for in our new church. Having been here for 3 

years now, I know that the building is the way it is in large part due to your devotion, time and energy. 

You have so graciously shared all this with us. Those of us who are aware of what it takes to keep up a 

building and site like 301, feel blessed by and immensely grateful for, all the work you have done and 

are doing to make the church building and site so perfectly what we were hoping to have for our 

church. As we move forward in our Faith Partnership with Trinity and Mary of Magdala, 

we are seeking to truly share the work load and responsibility for the church building 

and site. Our efforts in this regard may be awkward and clumsy — but please don’t 

ever mistake these efforts as critiques of any kind. We appreciate what you have done 

and do now and are simply trying to find our role in caring for the building and site as 

much as you obviously do. With a Grateful Heart,  ~ Rhoda, Senior Warden, St. Paul's 
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3    
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

10 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

4    
9:30 am Book Group 

 
 
 

6 pm Property 

5      
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

 
 

5:15 pm Soc/Eco Justice 

10    
9 am Executive Council 

9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

10 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

11:45 am Faith Formation 

11  
 
 
 
 
 

7 pm Young Adults 

12 
 
 
 

4:30 pm Finance 

17    
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

10 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

11:45 am Worship & Music 

18    
 
 
 

5:30 pm Council 

19     
 
 

24     
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

10 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

25  
 
 
 
 

7 pm Young Adults 

26  
 
 
 

5:30 pm Joint Eco Mtg 

31 
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

10 am Sunday School 
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Assisting in Worship 

Prayer Leader/Lector 

January 2/3 Ron Bend / Katie Barron 

January 9/10 Vicky Volbrecht / Nancy Harrison 

January 16/17 Vicky Splittgerber / Paul Schairer 

January 23/24 Bonnie Bend / Delores Wisner 

January 30/31 Ron Splittgerber / Erik Elliott 

    
 

  
 

1     
 

2 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

6       
 

12 pm Mid Day Prayer 
 
 
 

7   
9:30 am Bible Study 

 

8   
 
 
 

9    
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

13 
 

12 pm Mid Day Prayer 
 
 
 
 

14  
9:30 am Bible Study 

 

15    
 
 

16   
 
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

20    
 

12 pm Mid Day Prayer 
 
 
 

21    
9:30 am Bible Study 

22   
 

23   
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

27 
 

12 pm Mid Day Prayer 
 
 
 

28 
9:30 am Bible Study 

29   
 

30 
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 
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Highlights from Current Council Minutes 
Finance Report: 

• Receipts to the end of September were $299,170 with expenditures of $320,335, for a deficit year-to-

date of $21,165. 

• To date we have received 56% of anticipated congregational offerings. 

• The treasurer will add a statement of position to future reports. 

• At present there is approximately $90,000 in the checking account and $176,000 in reserves.  
 

Ministers’ Reports:  

• Katie Kline will be ordained a deacon on October 31.   

• Amanda Backsen’s hours will increase in 2021 by five hours per week to handle some volunteer 

coordinator responsibilities. 

• Paul Falk in 2021 will assume responsibility for coordinating and playing piano at the Saturday worship 

service, as well as continuing as bell and senior choir director.  

• The church will continue to use a cleaning service in 2021 rather than hiring a custodian. 
 

Review of 2021 MFP (Budget): 

• The MFP has been reduced from the 2020 figure of $522,300 to $480,000. 

• We are losing $4500 income annually from Mountain Kids who no longer need to rent our parking lot. 

• The Social Eco Justice budget looks different because Benevolence has been pulled out of that 

ministry’s line item and placed in its own category. Benevolence is slightly lower, with the hope that it 

can rebound to 10% when church reopens. 

• The reduction in Faith Formation more accurately reflects what is actually being spent. 

• Snow removal is now in the budget due to the loss of donated services. 

• Cleaning needs may increase once the building reopens. 
 

Miscellaneous: 

• The Annual Meeting will be held November 22 for the purpose of election of officers and approving the 

budget. It will be in a Zoom format following both services. 

• All Saints’ Eve will be celebrated by the lighting of luminaries in the Memorial Garden. 

• Mowing and sprinkler blow-outs have been completed, and a fall clean-up will be planned; removal of 

downed tree branches not yet accomplished. 

• Social Eco Justice will coordinate a turkey drive in November and a virtual alternative giving fair in 

early December. 

• Worship & Music will create DVDs of worship services and deliver them to members who have no 

computer access to worship services. 

• Do we need a consultant to come in to evaluate the ventilation system – or would upgraded filters and/

or air purifiers increase safety in the church when we reopen? 

• Revisions to the constitution were not available to review but will be sent to Council members.  
 

Complete minutes of Council meetings are available in the Church Office. 
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Trinity's Offerings! 
Click the link and join the meeting. You do not need a ZOOM account to access the link. However, you 

may first be prompted to download the software. This is safe, and you only need to do it once. 

WORSHIP: (Saturday 5 pm)   |   (Sunday 10:30 am)  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89437359149?pwd=a0I1VjEwclhiK2paaEd2QXBtTmVkZz09 

Meeting ID: 894 3735 9149  |  Passcode: 408538 
 

EDUCATION: Adult Forum (Sunday 9 am)   |   Bible Study (Thursday 9:30 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89437359149?pwd=a0I1VjEwclhiK2paaEd2QXBtTmVkZz09 

Meeting ID: 894 3735 9149  |  Passcode: 408538 
 

CHILDREN:  

Confirmation (Sunday 9 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87965973059?pwd=R2pkWGV5TEhSbzFSVGNKVDZhUmVKUT09 

Meeting ID: 879 6597 3059  |  Passcode: 674840 
 

Sunday School (Sunday 10 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86920855078?pwd=SlVwcytmME9ia1BJd1pTa3ptZ3EyUT09 

Meeting ID: 869 2085 5078  |  Passcode: 926423 
 

OTHER:  

TLC Book Group (1
st

 Monday 9:30 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09  

Meeting ID: 853 58221885  |  Password: 662888 
 

Young Adults (2
nd

 & 4
th

 Monday 7 pm) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81712738613?pwd=MFNPb2xiVzNFUmNzSUVHUlJoMTZnZz09   

Meeting ID: 817 1273 8613  |  Passcode: 025862 
 

Men’s Breakfast (1
st

 Tuesday 7:30 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87330615104?pwd=cGg3VEtTTERGVTdsMXFJL2o1d05yUT09 

Meeting ID: 873 3061 5104  |  Passcode: 128841 
 

Mid-Day Prayer (Wednesdays 12:00 pm) 

GO TO THE CHURCH, this is an in person opportunity. 
 

Don’t have a computer or internet? You can still participate fully in the zoom worship services and 

other meetings offered through Zoom. Follow these steps, and if you run into problems, just ask one of 

our staff or your phone tree calling person for assistance. We don’t want you to miss you. Remember, 

in order to be part of the zoom call, you need to call in at the designated time. 

1. Call (346) 248-7799 (this is a long distance number, so you need to have ability to call long distance. 

2. “Enter the Meeting ID then press #”. 

3. Please enter your user ID followed by #. You can skip this step simply by pressing #. 

4. Enter the passcode (all meetings now require a passcode, it will be listed with the link). Once you 

have entered the passcode, you will be in the zoom call. 
 

This is where you can access each weekend worship service! 

https://vimeo.com/trinitylutheranfc. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89437359149?pwd=a0I1VjEwclhiK2paaEd2QXBtTmVkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89437359149?pwd=a0I1VjEwclhiK2paaEd2QXBtTmVkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87965973059?pwd=R2pkWGV5TEhSbzFSVGNKVDZhUmVKUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86920855078?pwd=SlVwcytmME9ia1BJd1pTa3ptZ3EyUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81712738613?pwd=MFNPb2xiVzNFUmNzSUVHUlJoMTZnZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87330615104?pwd=cGg3VEtTTERGVTdsMXFJL2o1d05yUT09
https://vimeo.com/trinitylutheranfc
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Ways to Give at Trinity  
What is the most convenient way for you to financially support the Ministry work done at Trinity?  

Use Regular Offering Envelopes-either brought to worship (when we resume in person worship) or 

mailed in?  

Have automatic deductions from your checking or savings account, done weekly, bi-monthly, or 

monthly? (Same applies to your credit card.)  

Have the flexibility to donate whenever you want? Go to www.trinitylutheranfc.org and click on “Give” 

at the top of the webpage. Follow the prompts from there. Again, you can have the donation come from 

a checking account, savings account or your credit card.  

Are charitable rollovers an option for you? If you are required to take a minimum distribution from 

your IRA, you might be able have the check payable to Trinity, and not pay taxes on the distribution 

(please check with your tax advisor, or financial institution). The same applies if you have a charitable 

donor advised fund. Check with your financial institution on the frequency that works best for you.  

Does your bank offer their customers a bill paying option? You can check with your bank about this. 

Some banks do not charge for this convenience.  

Have the Venmo app? Trinity is also on Venmo! We are “Trinity-LutheranFC”.  

Thank you for taking a moment to consider these options. Please feel free to call the office if you have 

any questions or need help; 970-482-1226 or email Debbie at dschwartz@trinitylutheranfc.org. 
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Trinity Responds to Sky Ranch Appeal! 
Trinity Lutheran Church became aware of the severe COVID-19 and fire impacts to Sky Ranch 

Lutheran Camp during 2020 through a November appeal for financial help to friends of the ministry 

from Executive Director, Brad Abbott. We were saddened by the loss of revenue, impacts to the camp 

property and inability to host campers in 2020, yet the main buildings were spared. The appeal was 

made with the incentive that all contributions would be matched dollar for dollar by an anonymous 

donor. 

Trinity has had a long-standing relationship with Sky Ranch through our budget and other support over 

the years. In that tradition, we responded with the three checks of $200, $5,000 and $1,500. 

The $200 was given through our Social and Ecological Justice Ministry. This was to have been an 

honorarium to Rev. Peter Sawtell of Eco-Justice Ministries for preaching and teaching at Trinity last 

June, yet he declined this offer and hoped it could be used for some ecological purpose. We asked that 

this money be applied toward re-forestation around the camp.  

The $5,000 was a gift of the Trinity Trust Fund. The Fund members were approached about possible 

support for Sky Ranch needs and responded quickly and generously knowing their gift would be put to 

good use. 

The $1,500 was the remainder of Benevolence funds allocated for financial hardships in 2020. It was 

quite timely to be able to include this as a part of our response to the appeal. 

Thanks be to God for our willingness to be of service to Sky Ranch in it's recovery from the pandemic 

and fire impacts of 2020! 

November Year-To-Date

 

22,010$    331,405$       

2,350        30,312           

24,360      361,716         

26,439      291,068         

6,998        75,143           

328            26,903           

33,765$    393,114$       

(9,405)$     (31,397)$        

1)  Building Use

     Offerings

Receipts:

2020 Ministry Fund Plan for the month of November                               

and for year-to-date as of November 2020

Total Expenditures:

Receipts less Expenditures: 

     Benevolence/Gifts (Synod, Sky Rach, etc.)

     Ministries

     Operating and Support

Expenditures:

Total Receipts:
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TRINITY LUTHERAN  
301 E. Stuart St. 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
(970) 482-1226 

 
.  


