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Shared Service February 28 
Come and celebrate with our 301 Faith Partners at the Tri-Annual shared worship service. Look for the 

digital link, which may be different than the normal Trinity worship link. We want you to be part of these 

opportunities! 

Grace Tables Zooms Ahead 
Just because we’re doing everything differently doesn’t mean we don’t have time for a little Grace! 

Remember the idea? Small groups -- maybe 6 to 8 in each group -- getting together about once a 

month to share a simple meal, fellowship, a DVD study and prayer. The schedule is very flexible. 

It will be a while before we can visit each other at home, but we can improvise and still carry on this 

year. We’re working on study materials that we can share in safe settings and now it’s time to organize 

some groups. 

You don’t need to be a Bible scholar – just have a heart for God and a desire to connect with others. 

Interested? Call or text 970-310-3482 or email to ronald.bend@gmail.com. 

Thanks – Ron & Bonnie Bend 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
A welcoming faith community 
living together in God’s love to 

share the joy of Jesus Christ. 

February 2021 Volume 24, No. 2 
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TLC book Group 
On Monday, February 1, at 9:30 am the book group will meet via 

Zoom to discuss Hidden Valley Road by Robert Kolker, a non-fiction 

book about a Colorado family with twelve children, six of whom are 

diagnosed with schizophrenia. In March we will read The 

Undocumented Americans by Karla Cornejo Villavicencio who 

herself was one of the first undocumented immigrants to graduate 

from Harvard.  

To see the full list of the Book Groups schedule go to the TLC 

website or click HERE. 

Join our Zoom meetings HERE. 

Meeting ID: 853 5822 1885  |  Password: 662888 

Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 

301 E. Stuart Street 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 

www.trinitylutheranfc.org 

Facebook: /TLCfortcollins 

Phone: (970) 482-1226 
Fax: (970) 482-0817 

Preschool: (970) 221-9852 
After Hours Emergency: 

(970)-400-7252 

OFFICE HOURS 
MON-THURS 9 am–3 pm 

WORSHIP TIMES 
SATURDAY: 5 PM 

SUNDAY: 10:30 AM 

Senior Pastor 
Rick Reiten 

pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Education & Family Minister 
Deacon Katie Kline 

katie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Office Administrator 
Deana Andrist 

office@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Financial Manager 
Debbie Schwartz 

dschwartz@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Communications & 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Amanda Backsen 
amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Choirs &  
Saturday Worship Leader 

Paul Falk 
paul@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Church Musician 
Carrie Hansen 

carrie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

A/V Techician 
Joshua Moore 

TLC Preschool Director 
Brenda Harju 

bharju@comcast.net 

Mid-Day Prayer 
We are inviting you to time of personal prayer and contemplative 

reflection in the sanctuary, from Noon to 1pm on Wednesdays. 

We will still be limited participation (10 people at a time) per our 

building policy. For the safety of others, you are required to wear a 

mask, and to sit distanced apart, unless you are with your own 

family unit. 

Young Adults! 
Every 2

nd
 & 4

th
 Monday – Feb 8 & 22 at 7 pm  

Click HERE to join via Zoom  

Meeting ID: 817 1273 8613  |  Passcode: 025862 

Calling all young adults! There is no age limit, if you feel young at 

heart, this includes you, truly! This is a time to be together, build 

community with games, fellowship, and study because community 

matters and because having friends your age matters. This is a 

safe space to explore your faith and develop local friendships. 

Bring your drink and snacks and join via Zoom. 

http://www.trinitylutheranfc.org/trinity-book-group.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81712738613?pwd=MFNPb2xiVzNFUmNzSUVHUlJoMTZnZz09
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Get Your Ash!!! 
For Ash Wednesday on February 17, there will be three opportunities (7 am, Noon, & 7pm) with our 

301 Faith Partners, to engage in worship via digital platform. We are looking for ways to continue the 

tradition of ashes for Ash Wednesday and will get more information out by the first part of February. 

Reverend Rick’s Reflections Ashes, ashes – we all fall down!? 
Have you ever wondered the meaning beyond song lyrics? Have you searched out the source of 

common idioms and phrases? Does it really matter? 

Did you know the lyrics in this nursery rhyme refer to the Black Plague in Europe, and the bodies that 

were burned to prevent the spread.  

While that may be a simple example, it reminds us that for anything we say or do, in language or 

worship tradition, it is good to know the context and source. Sometimes it will give us a new 

appreciation into our practice, other times it may give us a chance to pause and reflect upon why we 

are do what we do. 

Ash Wednesday is a good example. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are the book ends to Lent, as 

we are reminded of death and dust, in preparation for the Hallelujah of Easter resurrection. We fast, we 

repent, we grieve. You intelligent Lutherans may even know the Palms from past years are the ashes 

for our remembrance. You may even connect Ash Cross to our own water cross in baptism.  

But…did you know the ancient practice of mourning and lament, where folks would cover themselves 

with ash, burlap sackcloth, and tear their clothes? (e.g. Esther, David, Jacob, Jonah) Ashes were an 

outward sign of our inward condition. It also is with hope that the ashes will be removed – as God 

brings us joy. 

When it comes to the language of our history and culture, we so often speak without having an idea 

what we are really saying, or not caring. This is especially true when it comes to racist connotations. 

“The boss works me like a slave. The Masters (Golf Tournament).  

Peanut Gallery. Cotton-Pick’in. Gypped. Grandfathered In. Cakewalk. Uppity.” 

I love the history of Ash Wednesday and how it ties into our practices, theology of hope. However, our 

language, phrases, references, or idioms, may be received differently than the intent. Even our imagery 

of black (bad, sin) versus white (good, pure) needs be examined. The church historically has frowned 

more on swear words, than on the common phrases that we all utter without knowing it, which are more 

divisive. 

This Lent, I am challenging us to study more our church practices, as well as our collective and 

individual language that tends to exclude and limit others. And then in the spirit of Lent, give it up. Not 

for reasons of political correctness, but to remove the barriers that keep us from one another. 

And may the ash on our foreheads be a reminder of God’s transformation of all parts of our lives.  

Thanks be to God. Pastor Rick 
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Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

Update on Little Pantry 
Dear Trinity Friends, 

As we forge ahead in still uncertain times, Trinity's Little Pantry is daily meeting the needs of "food 

insecure" people in our community. Thanks to Carol Hemken, who started this ministry several years 

ago and many who have donated food items and funds ongoing, we have usually been able to keep 

our pantry stocked. However, there is always a need for MORE food donations! If you are able to 

donate non perishable food items and contact one of our team for a drop-off time, please see the list of 

foods and contact people below. Heartfelt thanks for helping to meet the needs of our neighbors in this 

community! 

Food Items: PLEASE NO PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS! 

1. Freeze-dried meals such as rice and beans, rice or noodles with vegetables and cheese, etc. - 

these are great to donate since they don't freeze in cold temperatures! 

2. Peanut butter, canned meats ( sausages, tuna, chicken, stew, soups, etc.), canned baked beans, 

canned refried beans 

3. Granola bars, energy bars, beef jerky, small packages of nuts, small packages of fruit snacks 

4. Cereals, oatmeal in packages 

5. Small containers of fruit; applesauce, mandarin oranges, peaches, pears 

6. Pudding cups 

7. Small boxes of fruit; raisins, yogurt raisins, craisins 

8. Canned vegetables and fruits 

Please contact one of the following Pantry Volunteers to arrange a drop-off time for your donations: 

1. Shelley Aust, (970) 691-7436 

2. Cheryl Backsen, (701) 306-1868 

3. Marilyn Morrisssey, (970) 988-2609 

4. Nyla Anderson, (970) 231-1282 

Glenn Schneider  2/1 

Donna Dauner  2/2 

Levi Schmidt   2/2 

Ron Smith   2/3 

Carol Hemken  2/5 

Carolyn Biedermann 2/6 

Rene Mize   2/6 

Nolan Dickson  2/9 

Larry Ackerson  2/11 

Betty Wagner  2/11 

Annie Layden  2/12 

Pastor Rick Reiten  2/12 

Ron Dunworth  2/12 

Shelley Aust   2/13 

Ruth Dietz   2/14 

Quinn Funk   2/14 

Betty Hautaluoma  2/14 

Eileen Ackerson  2/15 

Blake Dugger  2/16 

Lindsay Reiten  2/16 

Susie Stark   2/18 

Mary Ann Miller  2/21 

Greg Brissey  2/22 

Andrew Sauer  2/22 

Katie Barron   2/24 

Wally Jacobson  2/25 

Duane Ehrlich  2/26 

Barbara Dunworth  2/27 

Linda Hamilton  2/29 

Eileen & Larry Ackerson  2/2 Rob & Aida Schmidt  2/24 
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Adult Forum 
The land of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Jesus, Ruth and Mary has often struggled to find peace. 

Through the magic of Zoom, we will hear firsthand about contemporary challenges in the Holy Land”. 

Speakers will include: 

February 7:  Karin Brown, Coordinator for the ELCA’s Peace not Walls campaign which works for 

peace with justice in Palestine and Israel. 

February 14:  Pastor Fursand Zumot, the pastor of the Arabic speaking congregation at Redeemer 

Lutheran in the Old City of Jerusalem. 

February 21:  Abdallah Maraka with Christian Peacemaker Teams will be joining us from Hebron, 

Palestine. 

February 28:  Wendy Goldberg, Executive Director of the Tri-Faith Initiative. The Tri-Faith Commons is 

the only place of its kind in the world that brings together a synagogue, church, mosque, and interfaith 

center on 38-acres in Omaha, Nebraska. Tri-Faith is a national model and center for interfaith learning, 

collaboration, and celebration so this discussion will be especially relevant on the Sunday of our shared 

service with our 301 Faith Partners. 

December Year-To-Date

 

42,859$   374,264$      

2,605      32,917         

45,464    407,180        

27,359    318,426        

11,256    86,399         

8,837      35,740         

Total Expenditures: 47,452$   440,565$      

Receipts less Expenditures: (1,988)$   (33,385)$      

1)  Building Use

Total Receipts:

Expenditures:

     Operating and Support

     Ministries

1)  Benevolence/Gifts (Syndo, Sky Ranch, etc.)

2020 Ministry Fund Plan for the month of December                                      

and for year-to-date as of December 2020

     Offerings

Receipts:
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1    
9:30 am Book Group 

 
 
 

6 pm Property 

2   
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

 
 

5:15 pm Soc/Eco Justice 

7    
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

10 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

8    
 
 
 
 
 

7 pm Young Adults 

9      
 
 
 
 

4:30 pm Finance 

14    
9 am Executive Council 

9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

10 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

11:45 am Faith Formation 

15  
 
 
 
 

5:30 pm Council 
 

16 
 
 
 
 

21    
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

10 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

11:45 am Worship & Music 

22    
 
 
 
 
 

7 pm Young Adults 

23     
 
 
 
 

5:30 pm Joint Eco Mtg 

28     
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

10 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
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Assisting in Worship 
Prayer Leader/Lector 

February 6/7 Ron Bend / Rich Fennig 

February 13/14 Bonnie Bend / Nadine Hunt 

February 20/21 Ron Splittgerber / Cherlyn Gorsky 

February 27/28 Vicki Volbrecht / Paul Johnson 

 

3    
 

12 pm Mid Day Prayer 
 
 
 

4  
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
 

5     
 

6 
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

10       
 
 

12 pm Mid Day Prayer 
 
 
 

11   
9:30 am Bible Study 

 

12   
 
 
 

13    
 
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

17      Ash Wednesday 
7 am SPE Ash Wed Service 

 
12 pm MoM Ash Wed Service 

 
 

6:45 pm Ash Wed Service 

18  
9:30 am Bible Study 

 

19    
 
 

20   
 
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

24    
 
 

12 pm Mid Day Prayer 
 
 

6:45 pm Lenten Service 

25    
9:30 am Bible Study 

26   
 

27   
 
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 
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Highlights from Current Council Minutes 
Finance Report: 

• Receipts to the end of October were $337,356 with expenditures of $359,349, for a deficit year-to-date 

of $21,992. 

• To date we have received 65% of anticipated congregational offerings. 

• As of November, the church was waiting to hear if the status of the PPP Funds would be changed from 

a loan to a grant. [Note: Verification of the grant status was ultimately received. Hooray!]. 
 

Ministers’ Reports:  

• The Trust Committee is proposing changes to their governing documents to provide a mechanism to 

receive large bequests. The documents will be reviewed by Council in January and brought to the 

congregation for approval in 2021.  

• The Nominating Committee is nearly done with its work. 

• The Adult Forum series on grief has been well received. 
 

Annual Meeting November 21/22: 

• Officers will be elected; changes to the Constitution presented; the MFP (budget) voted on for 2021. 
 

Highlights from December Electronic Meetings: 

• The furnace in the east wing of the building malfunctioned, causing it to run non-stop and raising the 

temperature to be in excess of 100 degrees. The furnace cannot be repaired. Property obtained a 

quote from Certified Mechanical LLC in the amount of $12,800 for its replacement. Deb Schwartz 

confirmed that there were funds in capital reserves to cover the immediate costs.  By unanimous email 

vote the Council approved the contract and expenditure.  

• Finance Committee brought two resolutions to the Council:  1)  “. . . that we accept the changes to the 

Constitution . . . to change the Treasurer position to a two year term rather than a 4 year term and 

allows for three consecutive terms.”  2)  “. . . that Council approve paying for the furnace purchase 

from the restricted funds line ‘Building Fund’ with those monies being in the Capital Reserve Fund” 

with the possibility that they may be replaced all or in part with PPP funds and with contributions from 

the two partner churches. Both motions carried. 

• The charter for Scout Troop 195 was renewed for the year 2021. 
 

Complete minutes of Council meetings are available in the Church Office. 

The heart, hands & feet of God 
Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts 
and made a difference in the church OR community, please email 

Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. 
 

Thank you to the people who made and delivered holiday goodies to me at Parkwood Estates during 

the holidays. I have enjoyed these extra treats very much.  ~ Happy New Year, Mary Alice Spelts 

Since church services haven't been held in the Sanctuary since March, Altar Guild has been taken care 

of. Pastor Rick and I agreed to was appropriate to keep banners, paraments, candles, and florals up 

according to the liturgical season. Those assisting were Rick Aust, Macie Dugger, Steve Dugger, and 

Ron Splittgerber. Their assistance has been most appreciated.  ~ Mary Ann Miller 
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Trinity's Offerings! 
Click the link and join the meeting. You do not need a ZOOM account to access the link. However, you 

may first be prompted to download the software. This is safe, and you only need to do it once. 

WORSHIP: (Saturday 5 pm)   |   (Sunday 10:30 am)  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89437359149?pwd=a0I1VjEwclhiK2paaEd2QXBtTmVkZz09 

Meeting ID: 894 3735 9149  |  Passcode: 408538 
 

EDUCATION: Adult Forum (Sunday 9 am)   |   Bible Study (Thursday 9:30 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89437359149?pwd=a0I1VjEwclhiK2paaEd2QXBtTmVkZz09 

Meeting ID: 894 3735 9149  |  Passcode: 408538 
 

CHILDREN:  

Confirmation (Sunday 9 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87965973059?pwd=R2pkWGV5TEhSbzFSVGNKVDZhUmVKUT09 

Meeting ID: 879 6597 3059  |  Passcode: 674840 
 

Sunday School (Sunday 10 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86920855078?pwd=SlVwcytmME9ia1BJd1pTa3ptZ3EyUT09 

Meeting ID: 869 2085 5078  |  Passcode: 926423 
 

OTHER:  

TLC Book Group (1
st

 Monday 9:30 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09  

Meeting ID: 853 58221885  |  Password: 662888 
 

Young Adults (2
nd

 & 4
th

 Monday 7 pm) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81712738613?pwd=MFNPb2xiVzNFUmNzSUVHUlJoMTZnZz09   

Meeting ID: 817 1273 8613  |  Passcode: 025862 
 

Men’s Breakfast (1
st

 Tuesday 7:30 am) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87330615104?pwd=cGg3VEtTTERGVTdsMXFJL2o1d05yUT09 

Meeting ID: 873 3061 5104  |  Passcode: 128841 
 

Mid-Day Prayer (Wednesdays 12:00 pm) 

GO TO THE CHURCH, this is an in person opportunity. 
 

Don’t have a computer or internet? You can still participate fully in the zoom worship services and 

other meetings offered through Zoom. Follow these steps, and if you run into problems, just ask one of 

our staff or your phone tree calling person for assistance. We don’t want you to miss you. Remember, 

in order to be part of the zoom call, you need to call in at the designated time. 

1. Call (346) 248-7799 (this is a long distance number, so you need to have ability to call long distance. 

2. “Enter the Meeting ID then press #”. 

3. Please enter your user ID followed by #. You can skip this step simply by pressing #. 

4. Enter the passcode (all meetings now require a passcode, it will be listed with the link). Once you 

have entered the passcode, you will be in the zoom call. 
 

This is where you can access each weekend worship service! 

https://vimeo.com/trinitylutheranfc. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89437359149?pwd=a0I1VjEwclhiK2paaEd2QXBtTmVkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89437359149?pwd=a0I1VjEwclhiK2paaEd2QXBtTmVkZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87965973059?pwd=R2pkWGV5TEhSbzFSVGNKVDZhUmVKUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86920855078?pwd=SlVwcytmME9ia1BJd1pTa3ptZ3EyUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81712738613?pwd=MFNPb2xiVzNFUmNzSUVHUlJoMTZnZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87330615104?pwd=cGg3VEtTTERGVTdsMXFJL2o1d05yUT09
https://vimeo.com/trinitylutheranfc
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LuMin Spring “Friend-Raiser”! 

Sunday, March 14 from 4-5 pm 

To join  click HERE 

Bring us your beautiful homemade pies. Most pies will be auctioned off via silent bid throughout the 

event. BUT Eight pies (one from each LuMin Representative congregation) will be entered into the live 

auction, which will be a friendly “3.14 Battle Royale March Madness Pie Fest” to see which pie and 

congregation reign supreme! 

Baking a pie? Email pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org with name, congregation, and flavor of pie. On 

March 14 after 10 am, drop your pie off at LuMin (805 S. Shields, Fort Collins); if this is not possible drop 

off at your congregation. 

Buying a pie? Zoom in on March 14. LuMin students will safely deliver the pies auctioned via the live 

auction. Other pies will need to be picked up from LuMin. 

Some Pi Jokes to get you in a pi à la Mood. 

What was Sir Isaac Newton's favorite dessert? 

 Apple pi. 

What is the official animal of Pi Day?  

 The pi-thon.  

Celebration Meeting 
The Congregational Celebrational Meeting will be held on Saturday, March 6 at 5:45 pm & Sunday, 

March 7 at 11:30 am. Because there will be voting on a few items a Quorum is still needed. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/703843108
mailto:pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org
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Council President Update - Thank You 
“Those who give to the poor will lack nothing,  

but those who close their eyes to them receive many curses.”  Proverbs 28:27 

“The righteous are always generous and lend freely.”  Psalm 37:26 

“Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely,  

who conduct their affairs with justice.”  Psalm 112:5 

“Give and it will be given to you.”  Luke 6:38 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give,  

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7 

Throughout the Old Testament and New Testament, The Scripture reveals God’s heart of generosity. 

These verses remind me of the generous hearts in the many churches I have been blessed to have 

been part of the leadership team. One of these generous hearts is particularly embedded in my mind. 

I was serving on the council of a very small rural church in Nebraska. We were historically a strong and 

highly active church with a presence in the surround communities. During the Farm crisis of the early 

80s even this very vibrant and well supported church ran into financial difficulties. You see, one cold 

March night, we were down to our last dime and did not have enough to even pay the Pastor. As we sat 

around the table discussing our options, do we let the Pastor go, does the Pastor with 3 little ones go to 

half time and so on. It was a gloomy night. There did not seem to be any reasonable options. Then my 

best friend’s husband, council VP, got up from the table went to the phone and called my friend, Karen. 

While we could not hear all of the conversation, we could tell they were discussing the dismal situation. 

After a short bit of time, he came back to the table with a smile on his face. He informed us that they had 

to decided to sell their last milk cow, so the church could pay the Pastor’s salary. We all just looked at 

him with questioning hearts and awe. You see they had just had to sell their milk herd and had saved 

one cow to help feed their three young one with one on the way. Asking him if he was sure, assuring him 

there had to be another way, he said no this is what they wanted to do, God will provide. I went home 

with a heavy heart knowing what a struggle this would be for my friend Karen and her family. A couple of 

days later I called Karen wanting to see how they were doing. I was astounded. Karen asked me if I 

could use some milk, bread, and other food items. You see the farm community did not have cash, but 

they could help support my friend and her family from their own farms and pantries. They did sell the 

cow for a good price and with that and the digging deep of others we made it to wheat harvest and 

beyond. In fact, that little church is still thriving to this day.  

This year has been anything but normal, yet I have seen people digging deep to support the ministry of 

Trinity Lutheran Church. Not just with monetary support, but with time, talents, ideas, and morale 

support. We had some help with the payroll protection plan grant, which has helped us end the year in 

an even healthier financial position. Council, Finance Ministry, all of the ministry leaders and ministries, 

staff, volunteers, and certainly our Rostered leaders have worked hard to provide worship, and a variety 

of activities to keep us connected and strong. I am so proud to be a part of such a loving generous, 

giving church family. Let us celebrate the love, generosity, and success we have had this past year.  

Please join us March 6th and 7th at the annual meeting to celebrate our community and the successful 

year. 

God Bless all of you, 

Betty Ann Petitjean-Wagner, TLC Congregational President 
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TRINITY LUTHERAN  
301 E. Stuart St. 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
(970) 482-1226 

 
.  


