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Trinity Lutheran Church
A welcoming faith community
living together in God’s love to
share the joy of Jesus Christ.

When you give to Trinity…
You give to Lutheran Campus Ministry at CSU!

Thank you for your ongoing support of college students, who are raised to be leaders in the church. We
are grateful for our partnership with LCM, Pastor Paul Judson, and students who minister and worship
at Trinity. Celebrate LCM on February 8 & 9 during services.

Trinity Fellowship Night
Join fellow Trinity members and friends for an evening of fellowship and fun with a game and activity
night on Saturday, February 8. We’ll meet at 6pm, after worship. Snacks and treats will be provided as
well as a few games and activities. Please bring your favorite board games to share. Friends and
neighbors of all ages are welcome!!
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th

Young Adults!

Every 2 & 4 Monday -February 10 & 24; March 9 & 23 at 7 pm
Gilded Goat Brewery 3500 S College Ave #194 -upstairs (childcare provided on-site)
Calling all young adults! There is no age limit, if you feel young at heart, this includes you, truly! This is
a time to be together, build community with games, fellowship, and study because community matters
and because having friends your age matters. This is a safe space to explore your faith and develop
local friendships. There will be snacks provided; beer and other drinks are available for purchase.
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TLC book Group

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

On Monday, February 3 at 9:30 am in the Fireside Room the TLC
Book Group will discuss Eleanor Herman’s biography of Olimpia
Maidalchini, a powerful woman in the Vatican in the mid-1600s. Join
us as we read Mistress of the Vatican.
Looking ahead to March, our book will be Before We Were Yours by
Lisa Wingate, a novel telling the story of five children from a 1930s
boat family who are kidnapped and put into the care of Georgia
Tann, the infamous director of a Memphis adoption agency, and
ultimately sold to a wealthy family.
Come regularly or just come when the book appeals to you.
Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 825-3730.

Celebration Meeting

The Congregational Celebration Meeting will be held on Sunday,
February 16 at 11:45 am.
Lunch will be provided, but we need your help!! The sign up sheet
is in the Narthex, sign up for what you can bring and don’t forget
set-up and clean-up! Thank YOU!
A-G: Buns/bread H-M: Hot dish N-S: Salads T-Z: Desserts

LuMin Update

Partners in Ministry, We hope your holiday season was a blessed
time. Here are some updates regarding what has been going on at
LuMin: Firstly, a BIG THANKS to all who attended our Open House
back in November! We continue to be grateful for you continued
partnership. Since then, and thanks to your generosity, two sets of
washers and dryers have successfully been installed in the
building! December was full of fun and festivities at LuMin. Not only
did we get the chance to celebrate the season with a group of high
schoolers from the FoCoLu churches, but we also celebrated a
baptism of one of our own!

Sunday, February 9 is Campus Ministry Sunday. In light of this
upcoming celebration, we continue to give thanks to all of you for
your kindness and generosity in caring for college students.

Ash Wednesday Services - February 26
7 am SPE

12 pm TLC

7 pm MoM

Mid-Week Lenten Schedule

Wednesdays March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1, & 8
6 pm Lenten Supper 6:45 pm Lenten Service
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Reverend Rick’s Reflections: Your 25% might be someone else’s 75%
I spent the first week of January in beautiful Carefree, AZ, just off the corner of Easy Street and
Nonchalant Way (no joke). At Spirit in the Desert retreat center, California Lutheran University hosted a
conference on “Executive Skills for Leaders,” and I was sponsored in part by a grant from the Rocky
Mountain Synod. It was a productive conference, overloaded with information through which we sifted,
to see what was relevant and timely for our congregational context. Beyond our classes, were the
colleague relationships and invaluable conversations, including this off-handed comment about the
75/25 rule in church.
Basically, at any given time you should be happy with 75% of what is happening at the church, or least
that is our hope. This is what makes church feel like home to you. However, the other 25%, the things
that challenge you, make you upset or frustrated – may be part of someone else’s 75%. Is a pretty safe
bet that what you don’t like, someone else loves. Accepting this 75/25 rule, is what it means to be a
church family. We are not here to build consensus; we are here to form disciples. No one will be
completely satisfied with everything done by our leaders, pastor, staff, council, or committees. Yet we
are still called to be church together.
So, if you despise a sermon, know that it touched the heart of a choir member across the room.
If you grumbled at the music, others danced.
If our Ecumenical Faith Partnership disappoints you, others rejoice in satisfaction.
If the prayers shocked you, they surprised the visitor who needed a word of grace.
If the creed makes you uncomfortable, it simultaneously comforts the person sitting next to you.
If you complain, others celebrate.
If the Reconciling in Christ liturgy caused you to pause, it embraced our LGBT siblings, daughters, and
sons who rarely have been welcomed by the Church.
Which means, when we talk to another with differing opinions, we still do it with appropriate respect as
a family.
Truth is, I don’t love everything that is done at Trinity – but the church is not about individuals, it is
about community of saints and sinners, working together towards a common mission. My prayer is that
my 25% - the things I can’t stand – are part of your 75%. And I will love and accept that, so that
together I may grow alongside you in faith.
I look forward to our work together in the gospel. Thanks be to God.
Peace, Pastor Rick

Adult Forum Announces Early 2020 Series

All are invited to Adult Forum any or every Sunday morning from 9-10:10 am in the Sun Room. The
topic and leaders change periodically and new participants are always welcome!
Series planned for 2020 Sunday mornings:
February 2 & 9: Forgiveness Series, led by Sharon Johnson and others
February 16: Inclusiveness and the Church What does it REALLY mean to be inclusive at Trinity? Lend
your ear and voice to the conversation with Lindsay Reiten!
February 23: Come listen to the Shared Vision Team at Brunch!
March 1 - April 5: Adult Confirmation or ELCA Beliefs led by Pastor Rick Reiten
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2

9

Scout Sunday
3
9 am Adult Forum
9:30 am TLC Book Group
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
9:45 am Sunday School 2.0
10:30 am Worship
6 pm Property

9 am Executive Council
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
9:45 am Sunday School 2.0
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am Faith Formation

16

9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
9:45 am Sunday School 2.0
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am Congregational mtg

23

9 am Brunch
9 am Shared Vision Team
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
9:45 am Sunday School 2.0
10:30 am Shared Worship

10

4
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
at the Breakfast Club
5:15 pm Soc/Eco Justice
6:30 pm Intl Scouts 195
11

4:15 pm Finance
7 pm young Adults
17

18

5:30 pm Council

24

6:30 pm Intl Scouts 195

9:30 Anna’s Circle

7 pm young Adults

6:30 pm Intl Scouts 195
25

Shrove Tuesday

5:30 pm Joint Eco Mtg
6:30 pm Intl Scouts 195

Assisting in Worship This Month
Saturday Worship Assistants
February 1 Vicky Splittgerber
February 8 Katie Kline
February 15 Steve Simske
February 22 Vicki Volbrecht
February 29 Ron Bend
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Sunday Lectors:
February 2 Gerry Olsen
February 9 Erik Elliott
February 16 Nancy Harrison
February 23 Delores Wisner

1

5 pm Saturday Praise
5

6

6 pm Bells
6:30 pm Confirmation
@ OSLC
7:15 pm Choir
12

9:30 am Bible Study

13
9:30 am Bible Study

7

8

14

5 pm Saturday Praise
6 pm Fellowship Night
15

6 pm Bells
6:30 pm Confirmation
@ OSLC
7:15 pm Choir
19

5 pm Saturday Praise

20
9:30 am Bible Study

6 pm Bells
6:30 pm Confirmation
@ OSLC
7:15 pm Choir
26 Ash Wednesday
27
7 am St. Paul’s Service
9:30 am Bible Study

21

22

5 pm Saturday Praise

28

29

12 pm Trinity Service
5:45 pm Bells
7 pm Mary of Magdala
7:15 pm Choir

5 pm Saturday Praise

Sunday Worship Assistants:
February 2 Lindsay Reiten
February 9 Gerry Olsen
February 16 Steve Dugger
February 23 Shared Service
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Thank You!

Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts and made a difference in the
church OR community, please email Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. There are so
many who are the heart, hands and feet of God.
To the People AND Staff of Trinity! Thank you! Thank you for allowing me to work from home, thank
you for being so easy going when I make mistakes, thank you for letting me (try to) be humorous, thank
you for thanking me for doing my work (you know it’s my job right?!, It’s literally what you pay me to do),
thank you for getting along as a congregation, thank you for hiring the most BRILLIANT staff members
(they are truly the BEST), but most of all THANK YOU for making going to “work” so amazing! Some of
you may not know but, before coming to Trinity I worked (and still do work) for another ELCA Church in
CA. When I physically left CA, it was devastating for me because I LOVED where I worked, and to be
honest, I never thought I would really find that same kind of love again! But God works in mysterious
ways. So thank you Trinity for making it so easy to LOVE my job and what I do. ~Amanda Backsen
(And, yes I put this one first on purpose, perks of the job I guess)
Trinity, thank you so much for your recent gift of $2,000 to Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp. Because of your
generosity, Sky Ranch IS the light in the darkness for many campers each year. The need for safe
places like sky ranch has never been greater! The loudest voices in our society today “tend to garner
fear, exclusion, legalism and violence, and these voices off and prevent us from naming a vision of life
together that illuminates of God's intentions for us.” At sky ranch, campers are immersed and theological
community for Hope, Grace, inclusion, reconciliation and compassion prospective counter to the
dominant places in our culture. . . ~Blessings Brad Abbott

TLC Preschool

It seems like we just returned from Christmas break and we’re already moving into February and the
month of LOVE!! Of course, we try to be all about love the entire year, but in February, it’s a big focus.
We talk about how we can show love for our friends, family and all people, as well as how much God
loves us! And, of course, we have to create some very “LOVE”ly projects to give a visual to all of our
love!
Miss Alice recently shared the love by showing the preschoolers all about the beautiful church organ and
hearing the awesome music that it produces! They even had a chance to help make a little music too.
Thank you, Miss Alice!
We deeply appreciate all of the love shown to TLC Preschool by those members who participated in the
CCCC contributions. Those contributions help us greatly and we’re so pleased to be able to extend a
helping hand to preschool families who might not otherwise be able to afford the full cost of tuition.
We’re coming up on the season of registration for the 2020-2021 school year (is that EVEN possible?!),
so if you know of someone who has a little one of preschool age, please let them know that registration
will be opening up on February 3. There will be some changes in our program for the upcoming year to
see what kind of need the community is looking for. In addition to the regular morning preschool hours,
we’ll be offering some wrap-around care for families who need a longer period of care for their
preschooler. Please check out the preschool website to see in detail what hours and care we’ll be
offering.
With love and God’s Peace, Brenda Harju, Director
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Budgeted Finances for the month of December
and for year-to-date as of December 31, 2019
December Year-To-Date
Receipts:
Offerings
1) Building Use
Total Receipts:

$ 46,640
3,186
49,826

$

393,480
39,130
432,609

Expenditures:
Operating and Support
28,708
Ministries
19,892
Benevolence/Gifts (Synod, Sky Ranch, etc.)
6,919
Total Expenditures:
$ 55,518

$

278,124
108,408
31,201
417,734

Receipts less Expenditues:

$

14,875

$

(5,692)

Confirmation Mentoring

Confirmation Mentoring is a ministry that matches an authentic, affirming and available adult with one
of the youth in the Confirmation program. The purpose is to create cross+generational relationships
(intergenerational relationships with the cross at the center), spark caring conversations and give both
youth and adults another special person in their lives. For this year the program will go throughout Lent.
Our goal is to match one adult with every Confirmation student. We will lead a training and introduction
time. We are looking for 5-6 adults. Please let Katie know if you are interested in mentoring a
Confirmation student: katie@trinitylutheranfc.org.

Birthdays
Glenn Schneider
Donna Dauner
Levi Schmidt
Ron Smith
Dave Ferrin
Carol Hemken
Carolyn Biedermann
Rene Mize
Larry Ackerson
Betty Wagner

2/1
2/2
2/2
2/3
2/4
2/5
2/6
2/6
2/11
2/11

Annie Layden
Pastor Rick Reiten
Ron Dunworth
Shelley Aust
Ruth Dietz
Quinn Funk
Betty Hautaluoma
Eileen Ackerson
Blake Dugger
Lindsay Reiten

2/12
2/12
2/12
2/13
2/14
2/14
2/14
2/15
2/16
2/16

Susie Stark
Mary Ann Miller
Greg Brissey
Andrew Sauer
Katie Barron
Wally Jacobson
Duane Ehrlich
Linda Hamilton

2/18
2/21
2/22
2/22
2/24
2/25
2/26
2/29

Anniversaries
Eileen & Larry Ackerson

2/2
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Rob & Aida Schmidt

2/24

TRINITY LUTHERAN
301 E. Stuart St.
Fort Collins, CO 80525
(970) 482-1226

Youth Gathering!
Thank you to Eric Jurgenson for accompanying six Trinity youth to Estes Park in January. We had a
great weekend together with about 300 other youth from the synod. We gathered with the synodical
theme “Be Transformed”. Ask our youth about it, they have lots of stories to share.
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