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Trinity Lutheran Church 
A welcoming faith community 
living together in God’s love to 

share the joy of Jesus Christ. 
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Think of your fellow man, lend him a helping hand 
 

 Put a little love in your heart! 
Jackie DeShannon, Jimmy Holiday, Randy Myers 

 

When you would like to thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts and 
made a difference in the church OR community, please email Amanda, 

amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. There are so many who are the heart, hands and feet of God. 

Trinity Lutheran Church Thumbs up to Trinity Lutheran Church for the amazing welcome given to the 

St. Paul’s Episcopal and Mary of Magdala Ecumenical Catholic congregations in November on the 

500th Anniversary of Martin Luther posting his thesis on a church door in Germany. While offering 

temporary housing, the Trinity community is actively promoting, “Three Congregations, One Faith 

Community” with joint ecumenical activities. There was standing room only at the first combined 

service!  ~Karen Nystrom, Mary of Magdala Congregant  *taken from the Coloradoan Thumbs Up 

Thumbs down  

Dear friends at Trinity, for your outpouring of gifts to the organ repair fund. Your generosity has 

allowed many repairs on the organ, some planned and some unexpected. Several repairs are still 

needed and that will always be the case in maintaining our wonderful instrument. I wanted this 

congregation to know my appreciation for you.  ~Alice Crawford 

Haller Family, Bend Family, Pearson Family, Harrison Family & Moore Family Thank you for 

stepping up to prepare and serve a meal at Lutheran Campus Ministry this year: The students LOVE 

the home cooked meals after worship on Sunday evenings!  ~Steph Dugger 

Trinity Lutheran Church Thank you for this gift of love and support for vulnerable people of every age, 

through LFS. We are blessed by your partnership in this ministry of help and hope and we will strive to 

continue to earn your trust and support  ~James Barclay, President & CEO of LFS 

© Freepik 
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Anti-Racism Series 
Beginning Sunday mornings at 9:03 am on February 18, we will 

have a 6-week long study on anti-racism. This study will be based on 

the book, America’s Original Sin: Racism, White Privilege, and the 

Bridge to a New America by Jim Wallis. You are all invited to grow in 

your understanding of this systemic problem and decide how we as the 

church can respond to it. We are excited to have Reverend Lyn Burns 

lead our first session. She grew up in South Africa during Apartheid so 

will have a unique perspective to share with us. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

 
 
 
 

 
 

301 E. Stuart Street 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 

www.trinitylutheranfc.org 
office@trinitylutheranfc.org 

 

WORSHIP TIMES 
SATURDAY: 5 PM 

SUNDAY: 8 AM & 10:30 AM 
 

Senior Pastor 
Rick Reiten 

pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Visitation Pastor 
Reverend Paul Schairer 

Office Administrator 
Deana Andrist 

office@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Faith Formation 
Children and Families 

Kelli Karst 
kelli@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Minister for Faith Formation 
FoCoLu 

Kevin Dragseth 
kevin@focolu.org 

Youth Intern 
Kaari VonBernuth 

Director of Choirs 
Paul Falk 

paul@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Church Musician 
Alice Crawford 

alice@trinitylutheranfc.org 

A/V Techician 
Joshua Moore 

Financial Manager 
Debbie Schwartz 

dschwartz@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Communications 
Amanda Backsen 

amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org 

TLC Preschool Director 
Brenda Harju 

bharju@comcast.net 

Phone: (970) 482-1226 
Fax: (970) 482-0817 

TLC Preschool: (970) 221-9852 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  
Mon-Thurs 9 am - 3 pm 

Fri 9 am-1 pm 

TLC book Group 
Book group will meet on Monday, February 5, at 9:30 am in the 

Fireside Room, to discuss Speaking of Sin:  The Lost Language of 

Salvation by Barbara Brown Taylor. The author brings a fresh 

perspective to words such as sin, damnation, repentance, penance, 

and salvation. 

In March we will read a biography of Gertrude Bell in Desert Queen by 

Janet Wallach. Gertrude explored and excavated the Arab world 

throughout the early 20th century and was recruited by British 

intelligence during World War I making her the most powerful woman 

of the British Empire at the time. 

Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 825-3730. New members are always 

welcome. Come every month or just join us when a particular book 

interests you. 

Trinity Easter Egg Hunt 
Lent starts in February this year so that means we’re already planning 

for Easter. Our church and community take great joy each year in 

putting on the Trinity Easter Egg Hunt. This event hosts close to two 

hundred kids each year on the Saturday before Easter. They get to 

hear the Easter story, enjoy snacks, games and crafts, and of course 

search for eggs! 

We need your help to make sure this wonderful outreach ministry can 

happen this year. It’s a great way to share the Easter message of 

Jesus with our community. We need cookie bakers, egg hiders, gift bag 

stuffers, craft helpers, setter-uppers, cleaner-uppers, and probably 

more. Please call Ron & Bonnie Bend at 970-482-6678. 
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Reverend Rick’s Reflections - “God’s Plan” 
This Christmas, our close friend Sarah died. She was only 35, battling cancer for the last 14 months. 

Now her husband Mark and three kids (9,7, & 2) are having to figure out what life looks like without 

Sarah. As I type this I have tears in my eyes–and I cannot imagine what their family goes through day 

by day. 

Many of us have similar stories. It is not uncommon, and yet we are not sure what to do, or how to 

respond. We have no words to explain the unexplainable. Sometimes in an effort to say something 

helpful, we say something that causes further burden or pain. 

Mark says it well as he posted on Sarah’s Caring Bridge site: 

"God's Plan." A lot of people use that phrase when they have talked to Sarah, I, or others helping 

with our current situation this last year or so. To someone dealing with cancer or caregiving for 

someone with cancer, that phrase can be a very daunting thing to say. "It's all part of God's plan." 

I have to be honest with you, I really don't think Sarah's cancer or suffering is or was part of that 

type of plan (if the person saying that believes Sarah had cancer as part of God's plan when they 

say that). I'm not saying that you should not say that or believe differently. I just believe it is hard 

to imagine a God that plants pain, in order to bring good. "But he's God", you are thinking. "So 

how do you explain believing in something like God and not believe that he is controlling 

everything?" The plan is in the people that help. It's not that we've been given this dilemma by 

God, but a plan to attack with the people who help, practice medicine, donate gifts and time, 

listen, hug, cry and share their faith (whatever that may be). 

God does not cause bad things to happen to us in order to teach something; yet no matter what 

happens, it is always possible to learn from and respond faithfully to bad things. The faithful 

response reminds us that God picks up the broken pieces, mends broken people, makes us 

whole. 

I do believe in God's plan, but I don't believe that "God's plan" has anything to do with Sarah 

being diagnosed with cancer to ultimately make the world a better place through her death and 

suffering. It has everything to do with how she fought it and the support that we were and are 

receiving. That is "God's Plan" and you all are and were part of it. 

I’m not sure how Mark wrote this, but this story is good for me to hear and remember. The journey of 

grief through life and death is painful, and there is no easy solution, no easy words. Maybe the best 

thing we can do is be with those who suffer and grieve – trusting that God speaks love through us, 

even if we have no words. 

Thanks be to God, Pastor Rick 

Ash Wednesday Services 
Sunday, February 14 
7 am, Noon & 6:45 pm 

Mid Week Lenten Services 
Wednesdays, Feb. 21, 28, Mar. 7, 14, 321, & 28 

6 pm Lenten Supper 

6:45 pm Holden Evening Prayer 
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Faith Formation-Children and Families 
In Faith Village, we focused on the bible story of David (1 

Samuel 16:1–13; 17:4–11, 32–50). We learned about how God 

chose David to be the King of Israel. God recognized David’s 

gifts and empowered him to do great things. David used his gifts 

to serve God. We talked about how God gives us gifts as well. In 

the science rotation, we did activities with targets. We tried to hit 

the center of our targets like David hit Goliath with the stone. We 

discussed how we should keep God at the center of our lives. 

God is always there for us and can give us strength just like when David fought the giant, Goliath. In 

cooking, we made “Pick Me Pudding” as we discussed the reasons God chose David. When adding 

ingredients to our pudding, we examined the outside of the fruit and we talked about how our outward 

appearance doesn’t always show the gifts or strength that we possess inside. We talked about the gifts 

that David had and why God picked him to lead Israel. In drama, we created puppets as we retold the 

story of David and Goliath. We talked about how God is bigger and stronger than giants and can help us 

with any other struggles that we may encounter in our lives. In art, we made chalk art with positive and 

negative shapes. We talked about how David had many positives like faith, courage, and determination 

which allowed him to defeat Goliath. He didn’t let his negative (his size) keep him from fighting against 

Goliath. We played bible games called “Oil and Stones” and “Did You Ever” to show us how God helps 

us do brave things and we can always count on God’s protection. Next month, we will focus on the bible 

stories, The Good Samaritan and the Wedding of Cana. 

In Pray and Play (Pre-K), we focused on the birth of Jesus and the visits by the shepherds and the 

wise men. We learned about Jesus as a little boy and the story of Jesus and the Children. Next month, 

we will focus on Jesus, The Good Shepherd and Jesus and Zacchaeus.  

Camp Sunday – the staff at Sky Ranch will be coming on the weekend of April 29 to talk about their 

summer programs. We would love to organize a Trinity Family weekend over the summer. Typically, 

families would go up to Sky Ranch on Friday and stay until Sunday late morning. The children would 

then stay the following week (M-W younger kids and M-F older kids). Please join us for this weekend to 

find out more about Sky Ranch. Financial aide is available upon request. If you have questions, please 

let me know. 

Peace, 

Kelli Karst, Director of Faith Formation – Children and Families 

(970) 482-1226 Ext. 113 or kelli@trinitylutheranfc.org 

International Scouts 195 
Please join us on Sunday, February 11 at the 10:30 am service to celebrate Scout Sunday. This is an 

opportunity for all Scouts, past and present to don their uniform, share their memories and knowledge 

and do their Duty to God. There will be a table where you can share Scouting memorabilia and stories. 

Also on February 11 after service, we will hold our first ever Space Derby! 

Join us for an afternoon of family fun. Kits are available through the Pack and Troop or at our local 

Scout Store in Loveland. All ages are welcome. Design your own space ship, win prizes and trophies. 

Look for more details in the Fellowship Hall. 
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FoCoLu 
Fort Collins Lutherans (FoCoLu) is a Faith Formation Ministry partnership of four ELCA congregations; 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church & Our 

Saviour’s Lutheran Church; all within Fort Collins, CO and is designed for 6th-12th graders. 
 

I am rotating my Sunday schedule, each Sunday I will be present for the Education Hour and a primary 

church Service and will attend another congregation on a secondary basis for part of or all of a Service. 

    First Sunday of the Month-Our Saviours       Second Sunday of the Month-Shepherd of the Hills 

    Third Sunday of the Month-Spirit of Joy       Fourth Sunday of the Month-Trinity 

Blssings, Kevin Dragseth 

kevin@focolu.org 

FoCoLu  Important Dates 
 Sr. High Youth Group at OSLC on Wednesdays from 7-8:15 pm 

 Confirmation at OSLC on Wednesdays from 6:45 –8 pm 

 February 7 – Confirmation Class The Parables–Living and Telling the Stories 

workshops and preparation for Lent story sharing 

 February 14 – Ash Wednesday Worship at 7 pm 

 February 18 – Confirmation at Trinity at 11:30am-Cross & Resurrection 

 February 21 -Mar 21 – Lent Story Sharing Rotation to Congregations 

February 21 – Group 1-SOTH, Group 2-TLC, Group 3-SOJ, Group 4-OSLC 

February 28 – Group 4-SOTH, Group 1- TLC, Group 2-SOJ, Group 3-OSLC 

 February 23-24 – Sr. High Fellowship Event - Overnight Winter Retreat 

 February 24 – Middle School Fellowship Event - Fly High 

Youth Trip 2018 - June 27-July 1, 2018 

Next year our youth will be attending the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas. The theme for this 

5 day gathering is “This Changes Everything”, and we will be serving, worshipping and learning 

alongside 30,ooo+ other ELCA youth. This will be a trip for all 8th-12th graders. Please keep our youth 

in your prayers as they prepare for this week of fellowship and impact of what our Church looks like 

when we all join together. 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 
Did you know that campus ministry provides a network for students throughout the country? At the 

beginning of January, 80 students gathered in Chicago for the Lutheran Student Movement’s national 

gathering, including nine students from Colorado. This month we are looking forward to our Winter 

Retreat, February 16-18, at Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp with students and staff from Lutheran 

Campus Ministry CSU, CU Boulder and UNC. These opportunities support students on their faith 

journey and expand our communities. For more info about Lutheran Episcopal Campus Ministry at 

University of Northern Colorado contact Pastor Deb Abbott pastor@lecmgreeley.org or for Lutheran 

Campus Ministry at Colorado State University contact Pastor Paul Judson at pastor@lcmcsu.org. 
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Assisting in Worship This Month 
Saturday Praise Assistants: 

February 3-Al Rohde 

February 10-Dallen Simske 

February 17-Ron Bend 

February 24-Joleen & Bob Fairbairn 

Sunday Lectors: 

February 4-Paul Schairer 

February 11-Ken Christensen 

February 18-Barbara Baggs 

February 25-Kelli Karst 

Sunday Monday Tuesday 

 
 

   
 

  
 

4 
8 am TLC Lead Worship 

9 am Faith Village 
9:03 am Adult Forum 
9:45 am Pray & Play 
10:30 am Worship 

FFH Host Week—————> 

5  
9 am TLC Preschool 

9:30 am TLC Book Group 
 
 

6 pm Property 
————————————> 

6 
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

9 am TLC Preschool 
 
 
 

————————————> 

11    Scout Sunday 
8 am SPE Lead Worship 

9 am Faith Village 
9:03 am Adult Forum 
9:45 am Pray & Play 
10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Troop 195 
 Honor Court 

12 
9 am TLC Preschool 

13 SHROVE TUESDAY 
9 am TLC Preschool 

 
4 pm Finance 

 
7 pm Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Supper 
7 pm Council 

18  
8 am TLC Lead Worship 

9 am Faith Village 
9:03 am Adult Forum 
9:45 am Pray & Play 
10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Confirmation 
11:45 am Worship & Music 

19  PRESIDENTS DAY 
 

20 
9 am TLC Preschool 

 
 

25  
8 am SPE Lead Worship 

9 am Faith Village 
9:03 am Adult Forum 
9:45 am Pray & Play 

10:30 am Joint Worship 
11:30 am Annual Meeting 

26 
9 am TLC Preschool 

9:30 am Anna’s Circle 
 
 
 

7 pm Wom’s Bible Study 

27  
9 am TLC Preschool 
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Sunday Worship Assistants: 

February 4-8 am Cori Nosal | 10:30 am Brenda Fosse 

February 11-8 am St. Paul’s | 10:30 am Kent Garvin 

February 18-8 am Cori Nosal | 10:30 am Rick Aust 

February 25-8 am St. Paul’s | 10:30 am Steve Dugger 

Hospitality: 

February 4-Rocky Knutson 

February 11-Dave Karst 

February 18-David Nance & Youth 

February 25-Sam Dahlquist 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 
 
 

1 
9 am TLC Preschool 
9:30 am Bible Study 

 

2 
9 am TLC Preschool 

 
 

Family Retreat in Estes 

3 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 
Park————————–-> 

7 
9 am TLC Preschool 

5:15 pm Soc/Eco Justice 
5:30 pm Executive Council 

6 pm Bells of Trinity 
7:15 pm Chancel Choir 

——————-——————> 

8 
9 am TLC Preschool 
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
 
 

————-——————> 

9  
9 am TLC Preschool 

 
 

6:30 pm TGIF @ 
John & Susie Stark’s 

——————————–-> 

10 
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 
 

—-——————————> 

14   ASH WEDNESDAY 
7 am Ash Wed Service 
9 am TLC Preschool 

12 pm Ash Wed Service 
 

5:30 pm Bells of Trinity 
6:45 pm Ash Wed Service 

7:15 pm Chancel Choir 

15 
9 am TLC Preschool 
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
 

16 
9 am TLC Preschool 

 
 

17 
9 am Centering Prayer 

Workshop (SPE) 
10 am Pastoral Care  

Training (SP) 
11:30 am Lenten Lunch & 

Discussion 
5 pm Saturday Praise 

21 
9 am TLC Preschool 

12 pm Lenten Service 
 

5:30 pm Bells of Trinity 
6 pm Lenten Supper 

6:45 pm Lenten Service 
7:15 pm Chancel Choir 

22 
9 am TLC Preschool 
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
 

23 
9 am TLC Preschool 
10:30 am Worship @ 

Golden Peaks 

24 
9 am Centering Prayer  

Workshop (SP) 
10 am Pastoral Care  

Training (SP) 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

28 
9 am TLC Preschool 

12 pm Lenten Service 
5:30 pm Bells of Trinity 

6 pm Lenten Supper 
6:45 pm Lenten Service 
7:15 pm Chancel Choir 
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Anniversaries 
Nilia & Kenneth Walter  2/1 

Eileen & Larry Ackerson  2/2 

Gisela & Heinz Schueler   2/4 

Aida & Robert Schmidt  2/24 

Birthdays 
Glenn Schneider  2/1 

Donna Dauner  2/2 

Terry Teal   2/3 

David Ferrin   2/4 

Carol Hemken  2/5 

Amy Keller   2/5 

Paul Stewart   2/5 

Carolyn Biedermann 2/6 

Renee Mize   2/6 

Jeffery Aristoff  2/8 

Larry Ackerson  2/11 

Larry Dietz   2/11 

Betty Wagner  2/11 

Nilia Walter   2/12 

Pastor Rick Reiten  2/12 

Annie Layden  2/12 

Shelley Aust   2/13 

Ruth Dietz   2/14 

Herman Funk  2/14 

Betty Hautaluoma  2/14 

Eileen Ackerson  2/15 

Tanja Betten   2/15 

Lindsay Reiten  2/16 

Blake Dugger  2/16 

Susie Stark   2/18 

Mary Ann Miller  2/21 

Greg Brissey  2/22 

Andrew Sauer  2/22 

Wally Jacobson  2/25 

Tristina Schmidt  2/25 

Duane Ehrlich  2/26 

Shae Nance   2/27 

Sally Eachus  2/28 

Linda Hamilton  2/29 

December Year-To-Date

3,566$      14,068$        

56,326      419,355        

59,891      433,423        

25,557      338,379        

5,914        90,868          

1,439        17,619          

245           798                

33,155$   447,664$      

26,736$   (14,241)$       

20,479$   90,197$        Gifted To Grow Capital Campaign Offering

Receipts less Expenditues: 

Total Expenditures:

Budgeted Finances for the month of December                                       

and for year-to-date as of December 31, 2017

   Ministries

   Benevolence/Gifts

     (Synod, Sky Ranch, etc.)

   Line of Credit Interest expense

Receipts:

Expenditures:

   Building use

   Offerings

Total Receipts:

   Operating and Support
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e-News 
Are you getting Trinity’s e-News? The e-News is 

an electronic way TLC shares what is happening 

in the life of our church. Each week, an email is 

sent out with the weekend’s happenings, 

upcoming events, and news to share. We also 

use this method to inform members of funerals 

and other time sensitive news. If you would like to 

receive Trinity’s emails, please email Amanda at 

amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. 

Shrove Tuesday  
Pancake Fundraiser 

Yes, Lent is around the corner, so mark your 

calendars to attend St. Paul’s Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Fundraiser on Tuesday, February 13 

from 5:30-7:30 pm! Shrove Tuesday is a time to 

celebrate before the solemnity of Lent. St Paul's 

uses this wonderful event as a fundraiser for the 

annual Youth Mission Trip. This year Shrove 

Tuesday will include youth from Trinity, Mary of 

Magdela, St. Luke's and St. Paul's – all coming 

together to have fun, eat hardy and celebrate the 

end of Epiphany and beginning of Lent. 

TGIF 
Friday, February 12 at 6:30 pm 

At the home of John & Susie Stark 

2726 Treasure Cove Rd., Fort Collins 

Water & soft drinks are provided, BYOB and an 

appetizer to share. Come enjoy the fellowship! 

Habitat Build Day 
Our next FoCoLu Habitat build day is Saturday, 

March 24. No skills needed, come for an 

amazing day working side by side with the Taylor 

family and other Lutherans you might know or will 

get to know. There is a task for EVERYONE and 

it is so worthwhile. If you have questions or would 

like to sign up, please contact Ron Bend or Steph 

Dugger. 

Fellowship 
Imagine getting to church on Sunday morning 

and not having coffee!! I know it sounds like a 

nightmare. But that nightmare could become a 

reality if Trinity didn't have wonderful volunteers 

who come to church early and stay late to set it 

up and clean it up. 

Trinity is looking for members who are able to set 

up and clean up for coffee Fellowship. All coffee 

and donuts are provided by the church, and have 

no fear training is provided. If you are available 

contact Jean Ferrin at 970-493-9394. 

Easter Sunday 
Sunday, April 1 

8:30 am St. Paul’s Episcopal 

10:30 am Trinity 
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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES NOVEMBER 14, 2017 
Present: Dave Karst, Richard Morton; Lisa Keller, Ron Bend, Betty Wagner, Scottie Moore, Lisa 
Dunworth, Jodie Burgoon, Pastor Rick 
Absent: Dawn Theis               Devotion – Richard Morton 
Guests: Steph Duggar; Dannielle North; (Troop 195 Scouts - Blake Duggar; Titan; Tabitha; Samantha); 
Shelley Aust, Brenda Harju 
 
New Business 

• Boy Scout update – Dannielle – (1) policy change from BSA (2) storage needs (3) fundraising 2018. 
By fall 2018 girls will be incorporated in Cub Scout level and by fall 2019 girls will be incorporated in 
Scouting. Trinity Lutheran Church was the only open and operating scout troop in the Nation with 
girls. Dannielle thanked Trinity Lutheran Church and the Board for allowing the same.  

1)BSA new policy can maintain boys only, girls only or 2 units mirroring each other and is up to 
charting organizations to choose setup. Her preference is to continue to operate as they have 
because there usually not enough volunteers to have 2 units mirroring each other. Additional 
information is available on national website. Current numbers in Troop 195 at the Scout level are 4 
girls and at the Cub level 3 girls. Total number of scouts is 10 at Scout level and 7 at Cub level.  

2)The Scouts storage area was removed from the storage room during solar panel installation. They 
are keeping equipment at home and other areas in church, but need a designated area to store 
gear during the winter. An option would be a shed or metal container on property with Trinity 
possibly covering a portion of the cost. Troop also needs a trailer to haul equipment and will make 
a request to congregation seeking a trailer. Will advertise in the Tidings regarding trailer and will 
speak with Kent Garvin regarding metal container.  

3)Next council presentation by Scouts will be in February 2018. In 2018 there is no plan for an 
international trip but are planning on trip to South Dakota or western slope instead. 2019 World 
Jamboree will be held in West Virginia. 

• Preschool update by Brenda and Shelley – Currently licensed for 15 kids with enrollment of 14 on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday (4 to 5-year olds) and 8 on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Staffing 
requirements are 2 staff people for 9 plus kids with 8 and under 1 staff with another staff member 
immediately available. 

 Finances – not completely self-supporting and funds from Trinity Lutheran Church have varied 
over the years. An issue raised during the audit was no or limited receipts, but a system has been 
put in place to address that shortcoming. They have started to do 2 fundraisers every year. They 
also may explore summer childcare or summer camps and have explored older group staying an 
extra hour each day which would include them bringing a lunch. Have explored with current kids’ 
families for a week each month during the summer with limited response. Our licensing would 
cover the summer period if they stay within the 15 number (2.5-6 year olds) and under 5 hours a 
day. Tuition is comparable to other churches in area and have had regular tuition increases every 
couple of years. Will try a preschool chapel service once a month in the new year. Make other 
churches available to the preschool program. Also plan to promote the CCC – child tax credit to 
the congregation.  

• Congregational Annual Meeting plan – Agenda includes Budget, Constitution and Ministry 
Candidates and will be held November 19, 2017 following 10:30 service. Scottie reviewed new 
Ministry Chairs, Executive Council members, etc. Synod has giving provisional approval of the 
Constitution updates. Only the changes will be presented to the congregation. Budget has been 
revised to lower workers comp and unemployment insurance with extra money assigned to 
benevolence. Mustard Seed House has been dissolved - $500 donation went to Social and Eco 
Justice Ministry. No one participated in the budget awareness meetings. Will need to vote by paper 
on all issues. Dave will create the agenda and circulate. Will ask for nomination from the floor for 
Council positions. 
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• Council Christmas Party/December Meeting – no meeting will be a dinner/social event. Agreed 
instead of white elephant gifts we would donate non-perishable item for the Little Food Pantry. As an 
offering during Advent bring nonperishable items. Suggestion was made to add a qvc code to the 
pantry to provide Trinity Lutheran Church information and connection. 

• Future Adult Forum plans – Ask, Thank, Tell currently in process. Plan for Lent season a 6 week 
study, America’s Original Sin (lead by Steph Duggar and Brenda Fosse). Need something in 
between – maybe develop a list of topics for future forums and get congregation involved in topic 
discussions. A suggestion was made to find people willing to share their faith stories in their own 
vocation. Lay visitation training in January for 3-4 weeks. 

• Line of Credit borrowing procedures/borrowing from restricted funds – who decides the line of credit 
usage, borrow money from restricted fund instead of using line of credit. What is the protocol? 
Nothing in Constitution that provides guidance. Kent and Debbie make the decision currently with 
Finance and Executive notified after the fact. Have borrowed approximately $30,000 this year. 
Agreed that process and procedures need to be better defined. Dave will discuss with Debbie and 
Table for discussion at the January 2018 council meeting. 

Old Business 

• Review of Shared Space status, Joint Service feedback, future opportunities – joint service was 
memorable and uplifting. Will continue to meet regularly to keep ideas and energy going. 
Wednesday night Advents services will be for all churches with each sharing responsibility for 
meals. Meal will be at 6:00 pm and worship at 6:45 pm Trinity’s Christmas Eve service times will be 
at 3:30 & 7:30.  

• RIC Update – RIC statement has been sent and approved. Amanda has updated the website and 
newsletter.  

Reports 

• President – Dave Karst – no further report 

• Vice President – Scottie Moore – Fellowship has contracted with Donut House to deliver donuts; 
juice is bought in containers and cups are biodegradable, so no dishwashing is involved. If 
interested, contact Debbie Swartz.  

• Secretary – Lisa Keller - October 10, 2017 meeting minutes reviewed. Jodie made a Motion to 
accept the Minutes. Betty seconded the Motion and it passed. 

• Treasurer – Betty Wagner – October Financial Report was reviewed. Jodie made a Motion to 
approve the Financial Report. Ron seconded the Motion and it passed unanimously.  

• Pastor – expressed concerns when Pastor Paul is no longer able to do visitation. Plan to develop a 
lay ministry to do visitations/basic pastoral care with discussion and training during the adult 
education forum. 2/11/18 is Lutheran Campus Ministry Sunday – do an offering and raise 
awareness? Do a loose offering or second offering? Advent with FOCOLU invited to Carols and 
Beers 12/20/17 by Spirit of the Joy hosted at Island Grill.   

Betty - Gratitude (discipleship) v. Finance should be one or two ministries. Perhaps not the right time to 
decide and table for later. Develop a team to work fully with discipleship. Perhaps start Finance 
meeting with finance and then finish with Gratitude. Constitution address it as a sub-committee of 
Finance. 

Jodie made a motion to adjourn meeting, Betty seconded it. The meeting adjourned at 9:39 pm and 
closed with Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lisa Keller, Council Secretary 
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