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Children’s Christmas Program

Do you love the Children Christmas program? Mark your calendar for December 24 at 1:30 pm! This
year we will have a shared Christmas program with St. Paul’s, as our kids have been sharing Sunday
School each week. Come out and support our shared ministry and partnership on Christmas Eve.

Christmas Eve Services
Monday, December 24
1:30 pm Children’s Program
3:30 pm Candlelight Services
5:30 pm Candlelight Services

Starting December 2 Announcements to be at 10:25am

As we prepare our hearts and minds for worship each week, our Prelude music helps set the scene.
Sometimes this can be hard as we enter the sanctuary. Since announcements are not technically part of
our worship, we are going to start each Sunday at 10:25 am with the announcements, and use the
prelude time to reflect. This is a good time to try this, as we begin a new church year, and the season of
Advent is all about preparation. If you come closer to 10:30, and miss an announcement–it is okay!
Check out the e-News, paper Announcements. Thanks for your support in this minor shift.
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TLC book Group

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Book group will meet on Monday, December 3 at 9:30 am in the
Fireside Room, to discuss David Sedaris’ observations on middle
age and mortality in the darkly hilarious non-fiction book Calypso.
In January we will start off the year with The Book of Joy by two
global heroes, the Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu, who look for
answers to one question: How do we find joy in the face of life’s
inevitable suffering?
Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 825-3730. Come every month, or
just come when the book interests you.

301 E. Stuart Street
Fort Collins, CO 80525
www.trinitylutheranfc.org
office@trinitylutheranfc.org
WORSHIP TIMES
SATURDAY: 5 PM
SUNDAY: 10:30 AM
Senior Pastor
Rick Reiten
pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org

Lutheran Campus Ministry

Please pray for students, faculty and staff as this semester comes
to a close this December. Consider giving a Christmas or year-end
gift to Lutheran Campus Ministry in honor of someone you love.
Your gifts provide opportunities for students to experience a faith
community, worship, Bible studies, service opportunities, and
retreats. For Lutheran Episcopal Campus Ministry at University of
Northern Colorado contact Pastor Deb Abbott at
pastor@lecmgreeley.org. For Lutheran Campus Ministry at
Colorado State University contact Pastor Paul Judson at
pastor@lcmcsu.org.

Pastoral Assistant
Kaari von Bernuth
Kaari@trinitylutheranfc.org
Office Administrator
Deana Andrist
office@trinitylutheranfc.org
Director of Choirs
Paul Falk
paul@trinitylutheranfc.org

Church Musician
Alice Crawford
acrawford88@gmail.com
A/V Techician
Joshua Moore
Financial Manager
Debbie Schwartz
dschwartz@trinitylutheranfc.org

Alternative Giving Fair

Trinity’s Alternative Giving Fair will be on Sunday, December 2,
from 8:30 am-12:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall, with a preview sale
after the Saturday evening service on December 1. Seventeen
charitable and fair-trade organizations will offer items for sale and
opportunities for donating as a Christmas gift. Organizations include
local groups with local reach, such as Lutheran Campus Ministry
and CSU Women’s Association, to local groups with global reach,
such as HELP Uganda and Syria Relief, to national groups with
global reach, such as Heifer Project and Lutheran Family Services:
Refugee/Asylee Services. Join with Mary of Magdala and St. Paul’s
Episcopal congregations for this annual opportunity for fellowship
and Christmas generosity.
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Director of Communications
Amanda Backsen
amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org
TLC Preschool Director
Brenda Harju
bharju@comcast.net
Phone: (970) 482-1226
Fax: (970) 482-0817
Preschool: (970) 221-9852
After Hours Emergency:
(970)-400-7252

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon-Thurs 9 am - 3 pm

Reverend Rick’s Reflections

Parents are more important than bishops or pastors, in the faith life of their children! – Martin Luther
I write the newsletter article on the morning of November 6–election day. By the time you read this, the
candidates will be selected, some of us will be happy, others disappointed, the rest end up somewhere
in the middle. The reality is, we are political people, even if our devotion is to God. The good news is
God remains faithful and present with us-win or lose.
As children of God, the church may be one place where we can have faith full discussions about our
lives, how God is active and present, and where we see misgivings in the world. We can disagree and
still worship our creator. Over the last year I have engaged in numerous conversations, adult forums,
small groups, about how our political and religious lives intersect. This is important, as we discern how
our will and God’s will align.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, continues to stand on the side of the poor and
oppressed, as Jesus calls us to do that very thing. We, the ELCA and its members, have developed 12
social statements that help us understand our teachings. The church values standing up against
racism, slavery, abuse, sexism, violence, and other sin that violates loving our neighbor, which means
we will hear this message in worship.
Some of us come to church to escape ‘real life,’ yet my role as pastor is to call our attention to how God
is active in real life context–life, death, work, play, government and politics–and how scripture is
speaking to us today. The sermon addresses how God directs our lives and concerns outside the walls
of the church–including when worldly messages are contrary to the gospel. Remaining true to the Word
of God, to interpret scripture within the community, and preaching faithfully is a promise I made at
installation.
Many of us, me included, may be uncomfortable in worship. This is good! The Spirit stirs us to be
changed. Jesus upset the status quo, undermined the religious and political leaders of his day and
called people to sacrifice what made them feel safe and secure. Jesus’ words will both comfort the
afflicted and afflict the comforted. When political social concerns are addressed by the church – God’s
healing presence is felt by the suffering, who often are sitting next to us in the pews.
As we worship together this Advent, we intentionally prepare for the
coming of a baby king, who will challenge us. As we are led to
Christmas celebration, we live in the promise that light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it. We are called to
share Jesus’ hope and light, to the places that are dark, and the
people that are in despair.
By the grace of God, may we continue to live out the faith God has
given us – in all the polarizing and political places of this world. This
season, and every season.
God’s peace, Pastor Rick
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Thank You!

Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts and made a difference in the
church OR community, please email Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. There are so
many who are the heart, hands and feet of God.
Thank you Marilyn Bycroft for your many years as a devoted Counter as part of our Counter Team!
Your commitment has been greatly appreciated! ~Deb Schwartz
Thank you {Trinity} for your kind donation to Larimer Humane Society from your Pet Blessing weekend.
Your generous contributions will help us to provide food, medical care, and life-saving options for the
thousands of animals in Northern Colorado who rely on Larimer Humane Society. ~Judith Calhoun,
CEO Larimer Humane Society
Thank you all for devoting your time and support to Cody, Donita, and the children. You went above and
beyond with not only providing them support and helping them with housing, but also giving them a
sense of community. I hope you enjoyed your time with OVOF. ~Diane Matthews OVOF
A HUGE Thank You to everyone who helped with Pumpkin Fest this year. We had approximately 60
kids and their parents (many in costume) that came to enjoy the morning with us. They were able to
decorate pumpkins to take home, walk through a Haunted House, get their fortunes told, play games,
make crafts, have sack races and hayrides, have their faces painted or hair braided, enter a raffle for
two carved pumpkins, have cookies and apple cider and take home goodie bags. We had 50 volunteers
who donated cookies, assembled goodie bags, put in many hours setting up and tearing down
everything, helped with all of the activities and made everyone feel welcome. It was a fun event for all
and a wonderful outreach to our neighborhood community. Thank you for making this a successful
event. ~Bonnie Bend

Stand with Ethiopia

I am looking forward to presenting Stand with Ethiopia on the weekend of January 19. It is an
opportunity to learn more about the Women’s Small Business Loan project which Trinity supports with
The Murullé Foundation (TMF). My husband Bob and I travelled to Ethiopia in late 2017 and I met with
some of the women in the project. I will share that visit with you during the worship service on Saturday
and the 10:30 service on Sunday.
For those who are not familiar with the program, I
started the loan program in 2006 in the village of
Dinsho, Ethiopia. Bob and I lived in Dinsho in the
early 1970s while he was in the Peace Corps
working to establish a national park. In 2001, we
joined TMF, a non-profit in Fort Collins working
primarily in Ethiopia. Creating the loan program
was a way for me to give back to the community
which we had come to love during our stay.
For more information about the project, please
pick up a brochure in the narthex or contact me
personally.
Karel Waltermire
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Picture Directory

Trinity is putting together a new picture directory, using our ‘in house’ resources instead of hiring a
company. Beginning after the new year we will be setting up times for family/households to get their
pictures taken. However, if you would like to send in a recent family/household photo to use instead of
setting up a portrait time, we are collecting those now. Please send your picture to Amanda at
amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org.

Budgeted Finances for the month of October
for year-to-date as of October 31, 2018
October Year-To-Date
Receipts:
1) Building Use
Offerings
Total Receipts:
Expenditures:
Operating and Support
Ministries
Benevolence/Gifts (Synod, Sky Ranch, etc.)
Line of Credit Interest expense
Total Expenditures:
Receipts less Expenditues:
Gifted To Grow Capital Campaign Offering

$ 3,201
27,982
31,183
19,940
8,329
941
$ 29,210
$ 1,973
$ 4,010

$

$
$
$

31,873
314,320
346,193
227,185
79,532
18,341
273
325,332
20,861
75,610

Birthdays
Kathy Perkins
Gerald Olsen
Tiffany Klijewski
James Frye
Merry Hulse
Andrew Stewart
Shirley Garvin
Kate Kling
Heinz Schueler
Clint Borkowski
Craig Haukebo
Gregg Hargis
Sonia Nornes

12/1
12/2
12/2
12/4
12/4
12/4
12/5
12/5
12/6
12/6
12/6
12/7
12/9

Jeni Makinen
Margo Geppert
Herb Haller
Nadine Hunt
Kathryn Garman
Holly Markley
Jeffrey Derman
Eunice Samer
Celeste Klijewski
Ronald Bend
Annika Zuniga
Nadine Cain
Patricia Heyse

12/12
12/12
12/12
12/13
12/13
12/14
12/16
12/18
12/18
12/19
12/19
12/20
12/20

Scott Makinen
Thomas Haukebo
Susan Schairer
Anya Reiten
James Ogg
Diann Nygaard
Lissa Faulkner
Jordan Faulkner
Christopher Walter
Michael Streb
Gisela Schueler
Kenneth Walter

Anniversaries
Rebecca & James Oscarson
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12/20

12/20
12/21
12/21
12/22
12/24
12/24
12/25
12/25
12/28
12/29
12/31
12/31

2 1st Sunday of Advent 3
4
8:30 am Alt Giving Fair
9:30 am TLC Book Group 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Shared Sunday School
9:10 am Pray & Play
10:30 am Worship
6 pm Property
5:15 pm Soc/Eco Justice
9 2nd Sunday of Advent 10
11
9 am Executive Council
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Shared Sunday School
9:10 am Pray & Play
10:30 am Worship
11:45 am Worship & Music
16 3rd Sunday of Advent 17 PRESIDENTS DAY 18
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Anna’s Circle
9 am Shared Sunday School
Brunch
9:10 am Pray & Play
10:30 am Worship

4:10 pm Finance

7 pm Wom’s Bible Study
23 4 Sunday of Advent 24 Christmas Eve
25 Christmas Day
9 am Adult Forum
Office Closed
Office Closed
9 am Shared Sunday School
1:30 pm Children’s
9 am MoM Worship
9:10 am Pray & Play
Pageant
10:30 am SPE Worship
10:30 am Worship
3:30 pm Candlelight
Service
5:30 pm Candlelight
th

30

9 am Adult Forum
10:30 am Worship

31 New Year’s Eve

Assisting in Worship This Month
Saturday Praise Assistants:
December 1-Vicki Volbrecht
December 8-Bonnie Bend
December 15-Steve Simske
December 22-Al Rhode
December 29-Vicki Volbrecht
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Sunday Lectors:
December 2-Margaret Wick
December 9-Doug Wyffels
December 16-Delores Wisner
December 23-Cherlyn Gorsky
December 30-Soren Nicholson

5

6

9:30 am Bible Study

5:30 pm Bells of Trinity
6 pm Advent Supper
6:45 pm Advent Service
7:30 pm Chancel Choir
12 Bike to Work Day 13
9:30 am Bible Study
5:30 pm Bells of Trinity
6 pm Advent Supper
6:45 pm Advent Service
7:30 pm Chancel Choir
19
20
9:30 am Bible Study
5:30 pm Bells of Trinity
6 pm Advent Supper
6:45 pm Advent Service
7:30 pm Chancel Choir
26 Office Closed
27

7 Office Closed

1
4 pm HS Christmas Party
5 pm Saturday Praise
6 pm Alt Giving Fair
8

5 pm Saturday Praise

14 Office Closed

15
Tidings Articles Due

6:30 pm TGIF @
Mary Ann Miller’s

5 pm Saturday Praise

21 Office Closed

22

5 pm Saturday Praise

28 Office Closed

29

5 pm Saturday Praise

Sunday Worship Assistants:
December 2-Lindsey Reiten
December 9-Cherlyn Gorsky
December 16-Mary Ann Miller
December 23-Delores Wisner
December 30-Cori Nosal

Christmas Eve Worship Assistants:
3:30 pm-Mary Ann Miller
5:30 pm-Nadine Hunt
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New Series Planned for December & January Adult Forum

During the month of December, Adult Forum will celebrate the gift of the Bible and consider how we may
continue to hear God's Word through this amazing and challenging library of books that has been
handed down to us through 3000+ years by people of faith. As mainline Christians today, we often
struggle with some Biblical passages and perhaps ignore others. The ELCA affirms five gifts of
discipleship, including the gift of hearing God's Word. Does God still speak to us through the Bible
today? Join us as we explore our answers together led by Stephen and Linn Zink.
From January 6 to February 3 we will focus on a series led by Dan Merz and Margaret Wick, Identifying
Truth in Everyday Life and Faith. Topics to be examined will be the Beatitudes and virtues as values
supporting truth telling. A review of dangerous cults and the methods of scam artists will be illustrations
of discerning truth from deception and lies.
Sunday morning Adult Forum meets each week in the Sun Room from 9-10:10 am. All are welcome to
participate regularly or occasionally in this presentation/discussion class.

TGIF

Friday, December 9 at 6:30 pm
At the home of Mary Ann Miller
1378 Iva Ct., Ft. Collins
Water & soft drinks are provided
BYOB and an appetizer to share.

From Maintenance to Ministry Fall Appeal 2019

An Update
The Stewardship for All Seasons Committee would like to thank the congregation for their supportive
response on Commitment Saturday and Sunday, November 3 & 4.
As of this writing, the number of Statements of Intent continues to grow each day and we now have over
40% of our stretch budget of $506,000 for 2019, that will be submitted by the Church Council, during the
Congregational Budget Meeting after the Sunday service on November 18.
Why are your Statements of Intent so important? They are very helpful to the church leaders when
planning for 2019; your generosity will provide the extra resources needed to make the Three Ministry
Initiatives a reality; and most importantly, God has entrusted us with his gifts, and encourages our
generosity in return.
Included in the stretch budget for 2019 are the additional funds needed for the Three Ministry Initiatives:
Expansion of Our Hospitality Ministry, Addition of a Volunteer Coordinator, Addition of a staff person for
Education and Family Ministry, and sharing our gifts with others through additional benevolence.
With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we look forward to generating the support - prayers, people and
dollars, to put the plan to increase our church ministry into action next year.
Once again, on behalf of the Stewardship Committee, thank all of you, whether or not you complete a
Statement of Intent, for your faithful giving of your time, talents and gifts to the church, and for being a
part of the congregation here at Trinity!
Stephen Zink, Stewardship Chair
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World Wisdoms Program Calendar

Moral Growth Toward Care of the “Other” in the Jewish and Christian Traditions on Thursday, January
24, from 6:30-8:30 pm at Plymouth Congregational Church
Ethical Growth Toward Care of Mother Earth in the Buddhist and Humanist Traditions on Thursday,
February 21 from 6:30-8:30 pm at Foothills Unitarian Church.
Everyone at Trinity is invited to attend these community wide, interfaith events for which our Trinity
Social and Eco Justice Ministry is a sponsor.

Trinity Challenge Gift

Through a generous friend of the congregation, you have the opportunity to have your end of the year
gift DOUBLED! Through the end of 2018, when you send a gift to Trinity above what you have pledged
or plan to give to Trinity in 2018, your gift will be matched dollar for dollar up to $10,000. All gifts given
will be used to sustain the ongoing ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church. Please indicate “Challenge Gift”
on your donation.
Generosity creates more generosity! Thank you for considering this opportunity!

Christmas Gifts for Children Project 2018
This year, Trinity is going to try a new project that is based in Larimer County. We will be contributing to
needy children through Lago Vista Neighbor, a project begun by Laney and Duncan Howard eight years
ago. The Howards were missionaries in Guatemala and teachers in Larimer County. When they retired,
they felt called to sell their home and move into the Lago Vista Mobile Home Park in Loveland, to pursue
their work with children. Their ministry has continued to expand and is now supported by ten area
churches, the Thompson School District, area businesses, and non-profit agencies, including the Food
Bank of Larimer County. You can learn more about Lago Vista Neighbor on lagovistaneighbor.org.
Trinity will be collecting three types of gifts for children ages 0-14: fun toys that cost approximately $15;
new books; and educational toys. The unwrapped gifts will be delivered to Lago Vista in early
December. On December 9, parents of children ages 0-14 will be invited to select and wrap a fun toy, a
book, and an educational item for each of their children.
You may contribute in any of the following ways:
Adopt a boy or girl of any age & purchase a fun toy, a book, & an educational item for him/her
Purchase one or more fun toys
Purchase one or more books for children
Purchase one or more educational items for children (e.g., a puzzle, game, craft)
Volunteer for one or more of the Lago Vista Neighbor activities (see http://lagovistaneighbor.org/)
Contribute wrapping paper and supplies
Donate money so that a Trinity person can shop for one or more gifts
Please bring your UNWRAPPED gifts or contributions to Trinity by December 1. If you have questions,
please feel free to contact Margaret Wick (970-800-3650; mwick@wooster.edu; or 330-224-6305 for text
messages).
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Coffee Fellowship

SPE and TLC will share coffee fellowship! Each week SPE will start the coffee and set out refreshments
provided by both congregations. TLC volunteers will then take over to rinse coffeepots using pitchers of
water and put away the supplies. Donations will continue to be counted and locked up. TRINITY
members we must have volunteers each Sunday to clean up after fellowship. We need volunteers!
Two St. Paul special events are coming up and Trinity members are welcome to join in. On Sunday,
December 2 at 10 am come celebrate the retirement of Jim Visger as the deacon of St. Paul's and on
Sunday, December 16 at 10 am come celebrate Rev. Lyn Burns. A light breakfast will be hosted at both
events.

Food, Food, Food

Trinity is hosting the lunch at our Saturday, December 8 Habitat Build at Harmony Cottages. We
usually feed around 20 people. Would you and some of your friends be willing to bring those swinging a
hammer a nice lunch?
You set the menu, prepare the food, bring it to the build site (Harmony Rd. & Taft Hill). We eat at noon,
usually in one of the homes under construction. Trinity will provide napkins, utensils, plates & cups.
If you are interested, please contact Ron Bend or Steph Dugger.

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES SEPTEMBER 11, 2018

Present: Dave Karst, Scottie Moore, Lisa Dunworth, Don Heyse, Andrea Sauer, Betty Wagner, Richard
Morton, Pastor Rick (PR)
Absent: Ron Bend, Jodie Burgoon
Devotion: Pastor Rick
New Business
• Proposed 2019 Budget: Ministry budgets have been submitted and the finance committee will review
them September 25. Finance will submit the final 2019 budget in October for Council approval, then
present the budget to the congregation for approval at the November annual meeting.
• Vote for Church Treasurer – Kent Garvin: Richard moved to approve Kent Garvin as the Church
Treasurer for an annual term, January-December 2019. Don seconded. Kent will oversee Deb’s dayto-day operations and signs checks, be on the Finance Committee, etc. Motion passed.

• Vote for Stewardship Chair – Stephen Zink: Don moved to approve Stephen Zink as the
Stewardship Chair for a term beginning September 2018-December 2019. Scottie seconded.
Stewardship is a subcommittee under the finance committee. Motion passed.
• Council Retreat feedback and next steps: Council enjoyed the retreat overall. We clarified who
makes decisions and why, setting a precedent for good communication and empowering committees
to make decisions together. It was a good location and time for fellowship. We hope to bring that
comradery piece to monthly Council meetings. There was lots of energy around the hospitality piece
and making worship/TLC in general more accessible. A few broad suggestions moving forward
included:
 Have property committee examine new arrangements and accessibility in the sanctuary to be
more inclusive of all community members
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 Have worship and music committee discuss broader inclusivity and input to sanctuary space as
well
 Art Klinzman and maybe Lisa Dunworth lead a listening and visioning session about hospitality
and accessibility ideas with congregation
 Art may contact members who haven’t attended TLC in a while to gain feedback about
perceptions and where we can improve ministry
 A timed Council agenda, specifically starting on time and ending no later than 8:30 pm; cap
guest presentations to the first half hour
 Approve Minutes and Treasurer Report “en bloc” as the first item of new business
 Review our vision/goals quarterly (January/April/July/October Council meetings)
 Eliminate “Ministry Reports” as an agenda item, instead including written reports submitted prior
for the Council Minutes. Anything that needs discussion or voting could be brought as “new
business”
These are all currently just ideas that will warrant further discussion at Council meetings.
• Potential new Council meeting dates and times: Due to schedule conflicts, Council explored
alternative dates and time for future meetings. Dave will contact Deana about current building and
room usage. Lisa will send out a Doodle poll to get the group consensus.

Old Business
• Line of credit procedures (tabled)
Ministry Reports
• President–Dave Karst
 Capital Campaign project committee is moving forward with the kitchen remodel and
handicap restroom. The contractor will start in a few weeks.
• Secretary–Andrea Sauer–Betty moved to accept the August 1, 2018, Council minutes. Lisa
seconded the motion and it passed.
• Treasurer–Betty Wagner–TLC is $35,538 in the black. Approximately $9,000 of that will be moved to
property, organ, and other expenditures soon. PR discussed having a designated FOCOLU budget
line item. Scottie moved to accept the Treasurer report, and Richard seconded. Treasury report was
approved.
• Social and Eco Justice–Don Heyse–Requested a $2,000 donation towards the McBackpack
program. Finance will discuss the request and then bring back to Council.
• Faith, Study, and Service in Community–Ron Bend–(via written submission)
 Bonnie has begun the process of organizing and coordinating the Fall Festival, set for late
October. Scottie and others have already heard from her. We'd like to have it be coordinated
with SPE & MOM to whatever degree is possible.
 Grace Tables kick off meeting is October 23 after the 10:30 service. We're considering either a
DVD on Bonhoeffer or another DVD called "The Case for Christ" by Lee Strobel.
 We're in early talks about initiating a focused prayer small group that would meet on Monday
nights. This is not a fully ripe idea, so we are interested in Council’s input.
• Pastor Rick–Things are going well at TLC. Kaari has been a great addition. He started “preschool
chapel” with the TLC Preschoolers.

Scottie moved to adjourn the meeting, Don seconded. Motion passed and meeting adjourned at 8:39
pm and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Andrea Sauer, Council Secretary
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Non-Profit Organization
US Postage Paid
Fort Collins, Colorado
Permit Number 38

Pumpkin Fest October 27, 2018

www.trinitylutheranfc.org
/TLCfortcollins
@TLCfortcollins
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