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Volunteers Needed 
I wish we could say that by volunteering you earn God’s love and forgiveness, but as Lutherans we 

believe we are saved by grace not works, so we have no consequences if you do not volunteer. So, a 

nice ask is all we got…volunteering is easy, and all it requires is you, and your time. You don’t have to 

be perfect. Please consider signing up for one or more of the duties below. 
 

Signing up is easier than ever, these links take you to sign up genius websites where you can see what 

we need help with every week. Thank you SO MUCH for helping to make our church possible! 
 

SATURDAY  Sign Up Here—> https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4fafa929aaf49-tlcsaturday 

Communion Preparation: Set up and Clean up Elements for Saturday Service  

Communion & Assistant: Readings for Service & Help Serve Communion 

Fellowship: Prepare treats (i.e. wine, cheese, & crackers), greet attendees after Saturday Service 

 

SUNDAY  Sign Up Here—> https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b054eafa62da3fa7-sunday 

Welcome Table: An usher and a greeter had a baby, that baby became the Welcome Table Host. 

Coffee Host: Make a fresh pot or two of coffee at 10 am, then after TLC’s service, help clean up. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
A welcoming faith community 
living together in God’s love to 

share the joy of Jesus Christ. 

DECEMBER 2022 Volume 25, No. 12 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4fafa929aaf49-tlcsaturday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b054eafa62da3fa7-sunday
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TLC book Group 
TLC Book Group will next meet Monday, December 5, at 9:30 am 

in hybrid format – both in person in the Sun Room and on Zoom. 

Our discussion will be about the novel Take Me with You by 

Catherine Ryan Hyde. Burned-out teacher and recovering alcoholic 

August Shroeder takes the ashes of his nineteen-year-old son on a 

road trip to Yellowstone and along the way meets two half-orphans 

who have nowhere to go. In January we will meet on January 9– a 

week later than usual because of the New Year’s holiday. We will 

not discuss a book at this session, but will put together our list for 

2023. Start thinking about books that you would like to recommend. 

Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730. 
 

To join via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?

pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09 
 

Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 
 

301 E. Stuart Street 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 

www.trinitylutheranfc.org 

Phone: (970) 482-1226 
Fax: (970) 482-0817 

Preschool: (970) 221-9852 
After Hours Emergency: 

(970)-400-7252 

OFFICE HOURS 

MON-THURS 9AM-3PM 

WORSHIP TIMES 
SATURDAY: 5 PM 

SUNDAY: 10:30 AM 

Senior Pastor 
Rick Reiten 

pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Education & Family Minister 
Deacon Katie Kline 

katie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Office Administrator 
Deana Andrist 

office@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Financial Manager 
Brenda Moore 

dschwartz@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Communications & 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Amanda Backsen 
amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Choirs 
Nick Newman 

ntnewman52@gmail.com 

Saturday Worship Leader 
Clinton Ellerbe 

clinton1964@gmail.org 

Church Musician 
Carrie Hansen 

carrie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

A/V Techician 
Claire Pickerel 

claire@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Sunday School 
Jennifer Reeve 

childrensminister@stpauls-fc.org 

TLC Preschool Director 
Brenda Harju 

bharju@comcast.net 

Alternative Gift Fair has gone Digital 
The 301 Faith Partners Social and Eco Justice team is not hosting 

an Alternative Gift Fair this year and instead would like to 

encourage people to donate individually to their favorite charities. 

Without further ado here is the list you have all been waiting for, 

click here www.marymagdalafc.org/alternativegivingfair2022, to 

start shopping!  

Beers & Carols 
Let’s join our friends from Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church and Our 

Saviour’s Lutheran Church for a night of caroling at Avogadro’s 

Number on Sunday, December 18 from 5-7 pm. 

Faith, Family, Hospitality Host Weeks 
It has only been a couple of months since we last hosted the FFH 

rotating shelter for families experiencing homelessness, but our 

host weeks in 2023 are in January and August. And the two-week 

January rotation begins on New Year’s Day! Since we are hosting 

on a holiday, we will need extra volunteers because the families 

have no other shelter on a holiday. Volunteers prepare the evening 

meal, serve dinner, spend the night, do laundry, and set up and 

tear down at the beginning and the end of host weeks. Sign-up 

Genius is already available, so follow the link below to learn more 

about the volunteer options and to find a time that works for you: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090449AEAA28A6FB6-

faithQuestions? Call Steph Dugger (970-223-9119) or Nadine Hunt 

(907-825-3730). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
https://www.marymagdalafc.org/alternativegivingfair2022
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090449AEAA28A6FB6-faith
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090449AEAA28A6FB6-faith
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Annual Live Nativity 
Come and make the 301 Faith Partner Live Nativity, with live animals, live actors– part of your 

Christmas tradition. On December 21, 22 & 23 from 4:30-6:30 pm grab your hot chocolate, bring your 

friends and family, to 301 E. Stuart, and drive through the parking or walk to get a closer experience, 

and together we come to celebrate.  

“O come let us Adore Him, O come let us Adore Him, O come let us Adore Him, Christ the Lord!” 

Minister’s Message - Wait 
What are you waiting for this Advent and Christmas season? Are there things you are excitedly 

anticipating? This is the season of Advent calendars, Christmas decorations, shopping, gingerbread 

houses, pageants, and holiday concerts. It is easy to fill our calendars so full that the New Year is here 

before we can take a breath; before we have had a chance to realize it was Advent.  

As we enter Advent, I invite you to remember the importance of finding moments of quiet intentional 

waiting. It won’t be a quiet season, it never is, but there can be quiet moments. I invite you to journey 

with us through our mid-week Advent Holden Evening Prayer services carving out time for meditation, 

song, and shared food among the 301 Faith Partners. As we worship together, our Advent journey to 

Christmas will be blessed, together we will be ready for the Good News which Christmas will bring.  

In the book: “Women’s Uncommon Prayers: Our lives revealed, nurtured, celebrated”, Rev Barbara 

Deane Price writes “And yes, the people of God wait too. But we wait for joy; wait for the wolf to 

accompany the lamb; wait, hearts filled with laughter; wait to bear witness to the light. And we do not 

wait in vain. By the very power of our expectations, by our very faith, our willing welcome, we assist in 

the annual birth of love, of hope, of innocence. This Advent, let us wait well, in faith, in hope, and in 

sympathy with one another – for together, we wait for joy!”.   

We wait for joy. It is important that we slow down and worship. It is important that we wait for joy 

because the world needs us to proclaim the joy that Jesus brought: the promise of the world 

accompanying the lamb; a light that shines in the darkness; the coming of innocence; and the promise 

of things being made new. Together we wait for joy, and we know joy is already among us. I pray you 

find time to enjoy the anticipation, quiet, and waiting for joy of the Advent season. 

Deacon Katie Kline, Education & Family Minister 

ELCA Advent Study & Advent Calendar 
There are Advent Calendars and Advent Devotions available digitally through the ELCA. These 

resources offer a great way to explore and engage ways to end hunger during this Advent season 

through the ELCA World Hunger. They provide daily inspiration from prayers, Scripture, hymns, stories, 

and more. To download these resources go to www.elca.org/Resources/ELCA-World-Hunger 

Advent Worship 
THURSDAYS, December 1, 8, 15, & 22 

5:45 pm Soup Supper | 6:30 Holden Prayer 

https://www.elca.org/Resources/ELCA-World-Hunger
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Highlights from Current Council Minutes 
Financial Report and 2023 MFP 

• Receipts to the end of September were $323,909.61 with expenditures of $330,185.18 for a negative 

balance of $6,279.57 year-to-date. 

• Offering receipts are on track with last year, with 30% of receipts anticipated in the last three months. 

• $1000 was spent from discretionary benevolence to support cancer research for kids. 

• The 2023 Ministry Funds Plan (budget) was presented with anticipated receipts of $473,600 and 

expenses of $502,800 for a deficit of $29,200. 

• This budget includes salary increases of 5% for lay employees and salaries for rostered leaders that 

include a raise equal to 50% of the increase recommended by synod guidelines. 
 

Becoming a Welcoming Church: Discussion focused on the balance between internal and external 

welcome ministry, the value of events that happen on the church grounds, and the need to constantly 

review our welcome process. Council concluded that we should reinstate a procedure of sharing a gift 

of bread or cookies with visitors. A designated host can be identified during worship as the individual 

who will be at the welcome center, and visitors are encouraged to stop by to pick up “goodies.” The 

welcome center needs to be cleared, and each of the three churches should have a rack that holds 

informational material. 
 

Improving Communication about 301 Faith Partnership: The Council reviewed the draft of a column 

for Tidings in which TLC members can ask and receive answers to questions about the Faith 

Partnership. Questions should be emailed to the Council Secretary with “Partnership Question” in the 

subject line. These columns can eventually be gathered into a “Frequently Asked Questions” document.  
 

Report from Nominating Committee: The following are currently candidates for leadership positions: 

Pre-School Board:  Garth Rogers & Trina Garlo; Trust:  Rick Aust, Jim Rose, Dean Gephardt, Kate 

Stieben, Paul Johnson & Char Gaalswyk; Property: Steve Dugger; Nominating Committee: Lee 

Lamb; Nyla Anderson; Hospitality and Treasurer: currently no candidates. Council president 

resignations, individuals serving as “acting” officers, and term limitations are complicating elections for 

president and VP. Therefore, this year we will elect a president to serve a one-year term and a vice 

president for a two-year term. This will get us back on track so that we are not electing both offices in 

the same year. President: Don Heyse; Vice-president: Vicki Volbrecht. 
 

RIC Language: The following revised language for our Reconciling in Christ statement was approved 

by the Council: “Trinity Lutheran – ELCA is a welcoming and inclusive church. We welcome believers, 

seekers, and the curious, regardless of religious background. We are Reconciling in Christ, which 

means we strive to ensure the welcome, inclusion, celebration, and advocacy for people of all sexual 

orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions; to work for racial equity and to commit to anti-

racist work. God makes no distinction based on race, ethnicity, immigration status, economic status, 

physical, mental, or developmental issues, or other life circumstances. God loves and welcomes all 

people. Therefore, we welcome all people to the life of Christ at Trinity.” 
 

Congregational Meeting: A congregational meeting will be held on November 19/20. 
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Adult Forum 
December 4: Member Stories.  Come learn more about a fellow member of Trinity. 

December 11: Linn Zink, a current board member of ISAAC, one of Trinity's benevolence partners, will 

moderate a presentation discussion time with several other Trinity and 301 Faith Partners involved in 

immigration support here in Fort Collins. 

December 18: In this season of hopeful expectation, Deacon Katie will lead a discussion on the ELCA 

Social Statement, “For Peace In God’s World”. 

December 25: No Adult Forum…Merry Christmas! 

Thoughts from Clinton 
Silent night, Holy night, all is calm, all is bright. This is one of my 

favorite songs we sing during the Christmas season and yet I am 

reminded that we need to reflect year long on what transpired on 

that wonderful night in Bethlehem. There was chaos and yet there was calm, there was darkness and 

yet all was bright, by the stars and angels singing in the heavens. Today as we go throughout our day, 

there is chaos and darkness but when we stop for even just a moment and reflect on what God has 

done for us, there is a sense of calm, peace and brightness that stirs in our hearts of what we have 

because of that silent, holy night long ago. Take time to reflect and sing through your favorite Christmas 

song and see how it brings you calmness, peace and brightness, joy, as you come to this season of 

Advent and Christmas.  ~ Clinton Ellerbe, Saturday Night Worship 

Pastor’s & Deacon’s Report: A three-pronged plan for improving communication (particularly about 

the 301 Faith Partnership) was introduced: holding fifteen cottage meetings between November and 

March; increasing intentional communication about the partnership beyond Tidings and e-news; 

selecting a 301 Faith Partner Liaison to bridge the Council and congregation to the partnership. 
 

Ministry Reports: Ron Splittgerber is exploring the expansion of pre-school offerings. The Property 

Committee has contracted repairs for the dishwasher, has scheduled the blow-out of the irrigation 

system, has planned a fall clean-up day, and is still working on landscaping for the electronic sign. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Nadine Hunt, Council Secretary 
 

Complete minutes of Council meetings are available in the Church Office. 
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4 
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

9 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

5   
9:30 am Book Group 

 
2 pm Cottage Meeting 

 
6 pm Property 

6      
7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 

 
 

5 pm Soc/Eco Justice 
6 pm 301 FP Soc/Eco 

11    
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

9 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Shared Worship 

Christmas Cantata 

12  
 
 
 

4:30 pm Executive 

13 
 
 
 

4 pm Finance 

18    
9 am Adult Forum 
9 am Confirmation 

9 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

11:45 am Worship & Music 

19    
 
 
 

6 pm Council 

20     
 
 
 
 

25     Christmas Day 
10:30 am MoM Christmas 

Mass 

26   
Office Closed 

 

27  
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Assisting In Worship 
December 3/4 Sherry Albertson-Clark / Paul Schairer 

December 10/11 Vicki Volbrecht / Jim Rose 

December 17/18 Sherry Albertson-Clark  / Delores Wisner 

December 24/25 Ron Bend /  

December 31 Sherry Albertson-Clark 

    
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 

5:45 pm Soup Supper 
6:30 pm Holden Prayer 
7:30 pm Immigration 

2 
 

3 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

7       
 
 
 

6:30 pm Chancel Choir 
7:30 pm Bells 

8   
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
5:45 pm Soup Supper 
6:30 pm Holden Prayer 
7 pm Cottage Meeting 

9   
 
 
 

10    
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

14 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Chancel Choir 
7:30 pm Bells 

15  
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
 

5:45 pm Soup Supper 
6:30 pm Holden Prayer 

16    
 
 

17   
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

21    
 
 

4:30 pm Live Nativity 
6:30 pm Chancel Choir 

7:30 pm Bells 

22    
9:30 am Bible Study 

 
4:30 pm Live Nativity 
5:45 pm Soup Supper 
6:30 pm Holden Prayer 

23   
 
 

4:30 pm Live Nativity 

24   Christmas Eve 
 
 

3 pm TLC Candlelight 
5 pm TLC Candlelight 

7 pm SPE Christmas Eve 

28 
 

29 
 

30   
 

31 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 
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Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
Christmas Eve Services 

3 pm Trinity Candlelight  &  5 pm Trinity Candlelight 

7 pm St. Paul’s Christmas Mass 
 

Christmas Day Service 
10:30 am Mary of Magdala Christmas Mass 

Partnership Questions 
This is the second column in Tidings in which questions about the 301 Faith Partners can be asked and 

answered. This is a step that the Council is taking to improve understanding of the Partnership and how 

it functions. 

Our question this month is: How are joint decisions made that impact all three congregations? 

There are two primary committees that discuss such decisions – the Co-op Committee and the 301 

Clergy Group. The Co-op Committee is composed of the clergy and the two principal lay leaders from 

each congregation. In Trinity’s case, that means Pastor Rick, Deacon Katie, President Don Heyse, and 

Vice-President Vicki Volbrecht. The Co-op Committee meets monthly, and leadership rotates among 

the three churches. The agenda is established by whichever congregation is moderating, using input 

submitted by committee members. Issues discussed tend to be anything that impacts all three 

congregations, whether conceptual questions about how the partnership should function or more nitty-

gritty issues – particularly any issue that requires a financial commitment on the part of all three 

churches. Recent discussions have included: developing an active shooter protocol; planning and 

sharing the cost of the neighborhood Food Truck event; the newspaper article about the preliminary 

request for building expansion made by St. Paul’s Episcopal; COVID guidelines; the availability of anti-

choking devices and/or Narcan in the church building, purchasing a bench by Spring Creek. The 

committee attempts to reach decisions by consensus rather than by voting, and recommendations 

made by the Co-op Committee may need to be brought back to the individual church governing bodies 

and/or to the congregation for approval. 

The 301 Clergy is the second group to make joint decisions; this committee, which meets monthly, is 

composed of the clergy of the three churches. A primary focus is to check on the health and well-being 

of each congregation, and to determine how clergy can assist each other in this area. Historically this 

has been the committee that has determined worship schedules for days such as Christmas and Ash 

Wednesday, considered joint staffing issues (Sunday School and A/V), dealt with space concerns 

(consolidating offices in the old library space), and worked with an outside committee to plan joint 

services. The 301 Clergy also affirms some decisions made by congregations such as the recent 

change of worship time of Mary of Magdala from 5:00 p.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Sundays.   

Neither the Co-op Committee nor the 301 Clergy Group is a governing or authoritative committee, and 

their work does not replace that of Trinity’s Church Council.  Instead, they function more like a Trinity 

ministry team. 

If you have a question about the partnership, please send it to the Council secretary Nadine Hunt at 

nadineamyhunt@gmail.com with the words “Partnership Question” in the subject line, and Council will 

try to answer one or two questions each month. 

mailto:nadineamyhunt@gmail.com
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Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

The heart, hands & feet of God 
Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts 
and made a difference in the church OR community, please email 

Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. 
 

Members, Thank you for the recent donation of $121 in support of Homeward Alliance, including the 

Murphy Center for Hope. With pandemic-related funds waning, costs rising, and the housing market 

becoming more expensive by the day, we are facing enormous challenges to meet our mission.  ~ 

Murphy Center 

Friends at Trinity Lutheran Church, Thank you for your generosity of $182. Due to this support, 

volunteers will have amazing opportunities to restore natural areas and build community. Your gift will 

make a difference for a wild gem of Colorado and the people who steward it!  ~ Wildlands Restoration 

Volunteers 

Trinity, Thank you for your gift of $303 designated for the Refugee North fund. Because of your 

generosity, Lutheran Family Services is able to serve members of our community most at risk, and we 

are committed to caring for these groups regardless of the circumstances.  ~ Lutheran Family Services 

Trinity, We want you to know that your generous gift ($364) is one that will keep giving this holiday 

season and beyond. Not eating should never be an outcome to those facing hardship in our country.  ~ 

Food Bank for Larimer County 

Friends, Thank you for your generous gift of $254 to Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. 

Because of your generous stewardship, we can continue to provide much needed help to 

refugee and migrant children and families.  ~ Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 

Friends, Trees, Water, & People is so grateful to have you and your team supporting 

($182) our effort … to help build resilience and self-sufficiency in Indigenous communities 

across the Americas.  ~ Trees, Water & People 

Gerry Olsen  12/2 

Tiffany Klijewski 12/2 

Jim Frye  12/4 

Merry Hulse  12/4 

Shirley Garvin 12/5 

Clint Borkowski 12/6 

Craig Haukebo 12/6 

Gregg Hargis 12/7 

Sonia Nornes 12/9 

Jeni Makinen 12/12 

Nadine Hunt  12/13 

Kathryn Garman 12/13 

Ron Bend  12/19 

Annika Zuniga 12/19 

Nadine Cain  12/20 

Patty Heyse  12/20 

Scott Makinen 12/20 

Thomas Haukebo 12/21 

Susan Schairer 12/21 

Anya Reiten  12/22 

Diann Nygaard 12/24 

Jack Barron  12/24 

Paul Johsnon 12/24 

Lisa Faulkner 12/25 

Jordan Faulkner 12/25 

Rebecca & James Oscarson 12/20 
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Generosity 
Trinity Lutheran members are a generous group of people! When presented with a Ministry Funds Plan 

for 2022 that reflected a deficit bottom line of $55,000 it was "scary" to us all. But, as usual, our 

members demonstrated how committed you are to this church, and to God's work that is being done in 

this community. Trinity is the perfect example of this anonymous quote: "Bite off more than you can 

chew, then chew it. Plan more than you can do, then do it."  

But, we're not at the finish line yet. Typically the last two months of the year account for a significant 

percentage of our total annual offerings. If that holds true for 2022, we have the potential of ending the 

year with a positive balance!   

As you consider your year-end charitable contribution amount for this year, please include Trinity as a 

priority.  

Year End Contributions 
Please get your 2022 donations in early! Since 12/31 falls on a Saturday and the office is closed, you 

will not be able to walk in your donations that day. For those of you with internet access, you can easily 

make your donation through our website at trinitylutheranfc.org (until midnight 12/31/22!). Do you use 

the Venmo platform? We are listed as @Trinity-LutheranFC. Do you prefer mail? As long as your 

donation is postmarked no later than 12/31/22, that will work also. Thank you! 

trinitylutheranfc.org
https://venmo.com/account/sign-in
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Cottage Meetings 
Our community, church, and world are ever changing. As we enter a new phase of life following covid, 

deeper partnership with our 301 Faith Partners, and more, we want to make sure YOU have a place to 

share your dreams, express your concerns, and continue to be in community with others from Trinity. 

From now through March we will gather together for these meetings. We will meet in small groups (10) 

with the clergy (Pastor Rick and Deacon Katie) in member’s homes or at the church, for no more than 

1.5 hours. These meetings won’t have an agenda, rather will be a chance for Pastor Rick and Deacon 

Katie to listen to you. Below are the Cottage Meeting hosts and locations, December & January Cottage 

Meetings are now open to sign up, if you can’t make it to one of these– there will be more dates in 

February and March. Please make these Cottage Meetings a priority to share your thoughts for 

Trinity’s future. Sign up https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054EAFA62DA3FA7-cottage 

Monday, December 5 at 2 pm at the home and hosted by Don & Patty Heyse 

Thursday, December 8 at 7 pm at Trinity hosted by Cheryl & Steve Backsen 

Wednesday, January 4 at 6:30 - hosted VIRTUALLY by Dan & Donna Dauner via Zoom 

Saturday, January 14 at 3 pm at Trinity hosted by Vicki Volbrecht 

Tuesday, January 17 at 1 pm - sign up to be a host!! 

Monday, January 23 at 6:30 pm at Trinity hosted by Erik Elliott 

Tuesday, January 31 at 6:30 pm - at the home of Kathy & Jack Lipscomb 

Trinity Cottage Meetings Update 
We are off to a great start with our cottage meetings! It is amazing what 3 hours with 19 diverse 

members of Trinity will do for our relationships within the congregation. One piece of feedback we have 

received is that the congregation needs regular updates on the meetings, and action steps at the 

conclusion of the 5 months.  We promise that your time and ours will not be wasted. 

These listening sessions are structured with devotion and time of questions, but also a guided 

conversation, similar to our pattern of worship. Beginning with confession, we ask what has been most 

painful over the last 2 years at Trinity, and where do we need to seek forgiveness. We then move into a 

time of reflection (like a sermon!) about where you see God’s constant presence at work. Finally, we 

finish with your hope and dreams for Trinity, similar to our future promise glimpsed in Communion.  

In the first two meetings, a few consistent themes have arisen. Folks lament the loss of long-time 

members and friends who have left the congregation. This is painful and personal for the community.  

While grief remains over various loss at Trinity, we hear and see God’s vibrant presence. Our groups 

have expressed the genuine warmth and care that Trinity folks have for one another. They have named 

specific Trinity saints – like Carolyn Biederman, Rick Aust, Ron Splittgerber, and Nancy Harrison - who 

minister to them. They have pointed to our financial generosity and commitment as ongoing signs of 

God’s work now. 

And we have heard your dreams – for more Trinity small groups to build relationships to more 

experiential worship experiences, to our continued investment in youth and young families.  

Finally, in both of our meetings, we also have heard a caution that these meetings are a lot of time for 

us. It is true, 15 meetings are a daunting task, and necessary for us as your clergy leaders. This is one 

way that we can do good pastoral care with the congregation, and we are committed to these enriching 

experiences. 

Thank you for showing up and providing us these holy moments. Deacon Katie and Pastor Rick 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B054EAFA62DA3FA7-cottage
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TRINITY LUTHERAN  
301 E. Stuart St. 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
(970) 482-1226 

Reverse Advent Calendar 
What is a reverse advent calendar? 

Traditionally, Advent calendars are used to count down the days of Advent in anticipation of Christmas. 

In church we celebrate weekly the themes of Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy as we anticipate God's gift of 

Jesus. The first day of Advent is November 27 this year but most purchased Advent calendars start on 

December 1 and go until Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. The Advent calendars consist of a series of 

doors or windows to open, revealing a picture, small chocolate or little gift for each day. 

But the Reverse Advent Calendar is different! Instead of receiving a daily gift, those taking part in a 

reverse calendar DONATE an item each day, thus giving instead of receiving. This year the Social and 

Eco Justice Ministry is offering a suggestion to participate by following this list of food items to donate 

to our Little Pantry or the Larimer County Food Bank. You can also do this in a different way. It doesn't 

have to be food that you are donating. Maybe put $1 in a basket each day for your reverse advent 

calendar and then donate the money to our Little Food Pantry. It is also completely fine to add an item 

every few days or weekly instead of daily. No matter how you choose to participate, consider doing 

something small for those in need this Advent season. We are blessed to be a blessing to others as we 

celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 

Put your food items in a box or bag that can be plain or decorated. You can bring the food items to 

church weekly or wait until Christmas Eve whichever works best for you. We will have a table in the 

fellowship room for donations. 

There will be paper copies of the Reverse Advent Calendars at church. 


