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Trinity Lutheran Church
A welcoming faith community
living together in God’s love to
share the joy of Jesus Christ.

The Minister’s Message: Quieting Down

Isn’t it ironic that Advent/Christmas is one of the busiest seasons in our lives? Advent is supposed to be
the season of anticipation, about quiet and joy; but instead of that, Advent has become tiring, loud, and
stressful. Somehow, amidst this hecticness, we are still supposed to find time to reflect on the past year
and make goals for the following year, buy Christmas gifts, attend holiday concerts, cook the right food,
decorate a tree, and the list goes on. It is not a quiet season.
I just got back from a week in Guatemala where I had the privilege to accompany the ELCA Latin
America and Caribbean team, companion synods from the ELCA and Canada, as well as the
companion churches from the Latin America and Caribbean region. The week was incredible; we talked
about migration issues and gender justice issues as well as what it means for us (19 different countries)
to be church together. It was tiring, loud, and stressful – just like Advent has become; and yet, there
was anticipation, quiet, and joy, just like Advent. The week exemplifies the tension of Advent:
anticipation versus tiring; quiet versus loud; and joyful versus stressful. As difficult as it is to balance the
anticipation versus tiring, we did it. We had conversation, planning, laughter, tears, worship, and prayer.
We anticipated together a future honoring to all; a future filled with Gospel promise, and a future of
church together. It was beautiful and it is possible. We found a way to live into the tension of joyful
versus stressful.
As we enter Advent, I invite you to remember the importance of finding moments of stillness and peace.
It won’t be a quiet season, it never is, but there can be quiet moments. I invite you to journey with us
through our mid-week Advent Taizé services carving out time for quiet and community. As we do this
together, our Advent journey to Christmas will be blessed, together we will be ready for the Good News
which Christmas will bring, and we will be ready to ring in 2020! I pray you find time to enjoy the
anticipation, quiet, and joy of the Advent season this year.
God’s peace, Katie
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TLC book Group

After several months of reading non-fiction, the TLC Book Group
turns to historical fiction with the wife of Albert Einstein as the
protagonist. The Other Einstein by Marie Benedict will be discussed
on Monday, December 2, at 9:30 am in the Fireside Room.
Looking ahead to 2020, our first book will be Locked In by Victoria
Arlen. This ESPN personality tells the story of her miraculous
recovery from a mysterious vegetative state that she experienced at
age eleven. Come regularly or just come when the book appeals to
you. Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 825-3730.

Altar Guild

If you might be interested in being a member of altar guild please
contact Mary and Miller at church or at 229-9855 and she will talk
with you.

Worship & Music to Meet Quarterly

Worship & Music is no longer holding monthly meetings. The next
meeting will be on January 12, at 11:45 am in the library.

Habitat for Humanity Celebration

Come join Iman, her two children and the churches of the MultiFaith Build on Saturday, December 14 at 5 pm as we dedicate
her home! Location is Harmony Cottages at Taft Hill Rd. &
Harmony Rd. Help us fill her pantry with items on tags located at
the Habitat table in the Fellowship Hall.

TGIF December 13 at 6:30 pm

At the home of Mary Ann Miller, 1378 Iva Ct., Fort Collins
Water & soft drinks are provided BYOB and an appetizer to share.

2020 Flower Chart

2020 Flower Chart is now posted on the bulletin board behind the
Welcome Center. If you would like to have flowers on the altar on a
given Sunday to honor an anniversary or special occasion please
sign up. At that time Mary Ann Miller will contact you.
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Budgeted Finances for the month of October
and for year-to-date as of October 31, 2019
October
Year-To-Date
Receipts:
Offerings
$ 21,567
1) Building Use
4,242
Total Receipts:
25,809
Expenditures:
Operating and Support
26,496
Ministries
9,849
Benevolence/Gifts (Synod, Sky Ranch, etc.)
1,337
Total Expenditures:
$ 37,682
Receipts less Expenditues:
$ (11,873)

$

$
$

316,539
33,390
349,929
219,934
78,409
23,223
321,566
28,364

Year End Contributions

Year End Contributions are due by Tuesday, December 31 at 1 pm. If you cannot make it by that time
you can always donate through our website at www.trinitylutheranfc.org/give.html.

Birthdays
Gerald Olsen
Tiffany Klijewski
James Frye
Merry Hulse
Andrew Stewart
Shirley Garvin
Clint Borkowski
Craig Haukebo
Gregg Hargis
Sonia Nornes
Jeni Makinen
Margo Geppert

12/2
12/2
12/4
12/4
12/4
12/5
12/6
12/6
12/7
12/9
12/12
12/12

Herb Haller
Nadine Hunt
Kathryn Garman
Jeffrey Derman
Eunice Samer
Ron Bend
Annika Zuniga
Nadine Cain
Patricia Heyse
Scott Makinen
Thomas Haukebo
Susan Schairer

12/12
12/13
12/13
12/16
12/18
12/19
12/19
12/20
12/20
12/20
12/21
12/21

Anya Reiten
James Ogg
Diann Nygaard
Jack Barron
Paul Johsnon
Lissa Faulkner
Jordan Faulkner
Christopher Walter
Michael Streb
Gisela Schueler
Kenneth Walter

Anniversaries
Rebecca & James Oscarson
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12/20

12/22
12/24
12/24
12/24
12/24
12/25
12/25
12/28
12/29
12/31
12/31

2019 Stewardship Ministry Fall Appeal Be Invested!
Thank You for Your Generous Response!

The Stewardship Ministry Team would like to thank the Trinity congregation for their foundational
support of the Ministry Funds Plan 2020, on Commitment Saturday and Sunday, November 9 & 10.
The number of Statements of Intent (SOI) continues to grow each day, and we are well on our way to
funding church ministry for the coming year through additional SOIs and other anticipated gifts during
the following weeks and months.
As Henri Nouwen stated in his book, A Spirituality of Fundraising, “We are inviting you to invest yourself
through the resources that God has given you – your energy, your prayers and your money – in this
work to which God has called us.”
What changed my stewardship practices over the years? The realization that I have been blessed,
through grace, with time, talent and resources, and that I should share, with joy and gratitude, these
blessings with others that have not been so fortunate.
The Stewardship Ministry team has concluded that the best way to acknowledge your generosity and
commitment to church ministry would be to join in the celebration during the All Church Meeting on
Sunday, February 16th in 2020. By then, we will have a better understanding regarding the results of the
Fall Appeal 2019, and be able update you on the progress we have made towards our Ministry
Initiatives for the Fall Appeal.
Once again, thank you for the faithful giving of your time, talent and gifts to the ministries of the church,
and for being part of the congregation here at Trinity!
Stephen Zink, Stewardship Ministry Chair

Mid-Week Advent Worship
Wednesdays, December 4, 11, & 18
6 pm Dinner | 6:45 Taize Worship

Thank You!

Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts and made a difference in the
church OR community, please email Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. There are so
many who are the heart, hands and feet of God.
To my Trinity Family, Thank you all so much for your prayers for me for my recent surgery. All went
well and I am much improved. Your kindness and well-wishes were much appreciated. I am looking
forward to seeing you in the near future. ~In Christian Love, Betty Hautaluoma
To All Friends of TLC Preschool, We are so thankful for the show of support from all who donated and
purchased books for our, "4th Annual TLC Preschool Book Lovers Used Book Sale!" With your
generous support, we were able to raise $781.00 to support the children and families of our TLC
Preschool! Happy reading to all. Look for us again next fall! ~With grateful hearts, Your TLC Preschool
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Alternative Giving Fair

The Alternative Christmas Gift Fair is an opportunity to shop for Fair Trade gift items and to donate to
local, national, and international non-profits. The main event will be Sunday, December 8
from 8:30 am-12:30 pm. Some vendors will open for a preview on Saturday
December 7, from 6:15-7:15 pm, following the Saturday service. The Social and
Ecological Justice ministry sponsors the fair and is looking for volunteers to help with
planning and the day of the event. If you want to help, please contact Jim Frye, kiosk #52
or jim_work@comcast.net or 970-225-9490.

Christmas Office Hours

Better Together
Sunday, December 15
3 Congregations 1 Faith Community will have a
shared Brunch at 9 am and shared Worship with
the Children’s Christmas Program at 11 am.

On Christmas we gather with family and friends to
rejoice in the birth of our Lord Jesus! To honor
this important holiday, the Trinity office will only
be open on Monday, December 23. The staff at
TLC wishes you and your family a very Merry
Christmas!

Poinsettias

Christmas Eve Services

2:30 pm Trinity Candlelight
4:30 pm Trinity Candlelight
6:30 pm Mary of Magdala Mass
8:30 pm St Paul’s Caroling
9 pm St Paul’s Eucharist

Christmas is just around the
corner, and that means it is time to
order poinsettias to decorate the
sanctuary for the season. With five
or more blooms per plant, these
gorgeous red poinsettias stand 15”-19” tall with
lush foliage and are wrapped in red foil. A check
MUST accompany your order! Orders must be
received by Sunday, December 15!! Get a sign up
sheet on Sundays in your bulletins or pick one up
in the office.

Christmas Project 2019 – Giving Tree

This year, Trinity will be partnering with St. Paul’s to work on The Giving Tree. During Advent, there will
be a Christmas tree with ornaments on it that individuals and families can take and bring back for the
benefit of the Family Advocacy Program Voices Carry. This organization interviews and support
children and non-offending caregivers when child abuse is suspected and/or reported. Their
services also help detectives, prosecutors, and caseworkers deal with abusers and their
families. We will be asking for contributions of things like gift cards to grocery stores, gas
stations, or places like Target or Wal-Mart that can be given to families experiencing
financial hardship. We may ask for games or healthy snacks or other supplies that the
organization can use as it works with children and their families. Stay tuned for further
details and watch for the tree at the beginning of Advent. If you have questions and/or
you would like to help with making ornaments or setting up the tree, please contact the
St. Paul’s office (970-482-2668; office@stpauls-FC.org), Joan Stephenson (970-4027885; josiej7@gmail.com), or Margaret Wick (970-310-1087; mwick@wooster.edu).
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1

2
3
9 am Adult Forum
9:30 am TLC Book Group 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast at
9:45 am Sunday School 2.0
the Breakfast Club
10:30 am Worship
5:15 pm Soc/Eco Justice
6 pm Property
6:30 pm Intl Scouts 195
8
9
10
8:30 am Alt Giving Fair
9 am Executive Council
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
9:45 am Sunday School 2.0
10:30 am Worship New
Member Welcome
4:15 pm Finance
11:45 am Faith Formation
3 pm LuMin HS Party
6:30 pm Intl Scouts 195
15
16
17
9 am Adult Forum
9 am Confirmation
9 am Sunday School
9 am Shared Brunch
11 am Shared Worship
5:30 pm Council
6:30 pm Intl Scouts 195
22

29

9 am Adult Forum
10:30 am Worship

9 am Adult Forum
10:30 am Worship

23

24

Office Closed
Christmas Eve
2:30 pm Trinity
4:30 pm Trinity
6:30 pm Mary of Magdala
8:30 pm St Paul’s Caroling
9 pm St Paul’s

30

31
1 pm Year End
Contribution Deadline

Assisting in Worship This Month
Saturday Worship Assistants
December 7 Ron Bend
December 14 Bonnie Bend
December 21 Katie Kline
December 28 Steve Simske
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Sunday Lectors:
December 1 Andy Sprain
December 8 Barbara Baggs
December 15 Gerald Olsen
December 22 Delores Wisner
December 29 Nadine Hunt

4

5

9:30 am Bible Study

6

Office Closed

5:45 pm Bells
6 pm Advent Supper
6:45 pm Advent Service
7:15 pm Choir
11
12
13 Office Closed
9:30 am Bible Study

7
5 pm Saturday Praise

New Member Welcome

6:15 pm Alt Giving Fair
14

5:45 pm Bells
6 pm Advent Supper
6:45 pm Advent Service
6:30 pm TGIF @ Mary 5 pm Saturday Praise
7:15 pm Choir
Ann Miller’s
18
19
20 Office Closed
21
9:30 am Bible Study
5:45 pm Bells
6 pm Advent Supper
6:45 pm Advent Service
7:15 pm Choir
25 Office Closed
26
Christmas Day

5 pm Saturday Praise
Office Closed

27 Office Closed

28

5 pm Saturday Praise

Sunday Worship Assistants:
December 1 Erik Elliott
December 8 Larry Salmen
December 15 Paul Johnson
December 22 Delores Wisner
December 29 Erik Elliott
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Save the Date: Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Services

Saturday, January 25 at 5 pm and Sunday, January 26 at 10:30 am
Deacon Ryan Cronshaw will deliver the sermon as we focus our hearts and minds on extending a
greater welcome to all "regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity; race, ethnicity, or
immigration status; economic status; physical, mental, or developmental issues; or other life
circumstance”

Faster Pastors raise over $20,000 for LDR!

Thank you to Trust and the congregation for supporting the Faster Pastor Race in September. Our
team, made up of 12 runners from across the Rocky Mountain Synod, ran 200 miles from Castle Rock
to Fort Collins. (Pastor Rick ran 19.3 of the miles, plus 2 additional miles when he missed a turn!) More
important than the race, team or individual accomplishment, is that together we raised $20,000 for LDR,
who shows up in times of need to love people to life after experiencing fires, floods, hurricanes, and
other disaster. We are grateful to be partners with them and support in ministry.

Faith Family Hospitality Winter Host Week

TLC will host four families through the rotating shelter for families experiencing homelessness the week
of January 12-19. Since this is soon after the Christmas holidays, please watch the weekly e-news in
mid-December for a link to the sign-up for this important host week. Your volunteer efforts might be
doing laundry at home, cooking a meal, spending a night at the church, or just serving as a host for two
hours in the evening. Questions? Contact Steph Dugger (970-223-9119) or Nadine Hunt (907-8253730).

Calling all young adults!

Who: Young adults! (There is no age limit, if you feel young at heart, this includes you, truly!)
What: A time to be together, build community with games, fellowship, and study. There will be snacks
provided; beer and other drinks are available for purchase if you are interested. In November and
December, we will meet once a month, and then in January we will move to twice a month.
Where: Gilded Goat Brewery, 3500 S College Ave #194, Fort Collins
When: Monday, December 9 at 7 pm (childcare provided on-site)
Why: Because community matters and because having friends your age matters. This is a safe space
to explore your faith more and develop local friendships.
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TLC Preschool

November was a busy month for our little people down the preschool hallway. We were busy learning
about the history of Thanksgiving and understanding the concept of thankfulness. That’s a tricky one,
especially when you’re only 4 or 5 years old! I’ve seen many adults who struggle mightily with that one
as well!
December, of course, will be jam-packed with Christmas music and crafts, as well as coming to grips
with the idea of Advent. Waiting is (again) a tough concept when you’re little! :) We’ll be working on
special gifts for parents and practicing, practicing for our family Christmas program at 11 am on Friday,
December 20. Anyone is welcome to drop in to the sanctuary and listen. It will be short, but very sweet!
I’m very pleased to be able to let you know that the preschool received a stellar rating from our licensing
specialist when she came for our annual inspection!! These visits are unannounced. On these visits, the
licensing specialist inspects the preschool area and reviews many documents to ensure that we’re
following the intensive licensing regulations. I’m very proud to be able to say that we did so well!

Many thanks to those in the congregation who bless the preschool at this time of year with contributions
through the CCCC program. It means the world to us and helps us update equipment as well as provide
scholarship money for families who might not otherwise be able to afford a preschool, even one as
reasonable as ours. We appreciate you VERY much!!
Wishing you and your families a blessed Christmas season and a very Happy New Year!
God’s Peace, Brenda Harju

CCCC
Trinity Friends, our TLC Preschool would like to remind you about the Colorado Child Care Contribution
Credit (CCCC), available to all who make a donation to our preschool. For anyone who may be
interested, here is how it works: for any donation made, there is a 50% tax credit on your state taxes. So
for example, if you donate $100, your state income taxes will be reduced by $50! A win-win for you and
our TLC Preschool!
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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES SEPTEMBER 5, 2019
Present: Stephen Zink, Lisa Dunworth, Don Heyse, Betty Wagner, Andrea Sauer, Pastor Rick, Jodie
Burgoon, Ron Bend, Steve Dugger Guest: Katie Kline, Education and Family Minister
Devotion: Stephen Zink
New Business
• 2020 proposed ministry funding plan: Betty showed a video by Horizons Stewardship about changing
the language from “budget” appeal to funding a ministry plan at Trinity. Betty distributed the proposed 2020
ministry funding plan:
 An $11,000 increase (2.5%) in 2020.
 Special appeals (17 total, e.g. ELCA World Hunger) will be part of the regular 2020 social and eco
justice budget. There will be no special appeals for external organizations. The benevolence team will
oversee circumstances such as an emergency appeal for a community disaster or other non-budgeted
giving. Internal fundraisers for youth and preschool (e.g. cinnamon roll sales) and the fall stewardship
campaign will still occur.
 3% cost-of-living increase for staff and ministers.
 Congregational support now includes funding for the new custodial position and additional funds for
Saturday night service musicians. Josh asked for equipment and maintenances updates, which are
accounted for in the worship and music budget.
Lisa moved to approve the 2020 proposed ministry funds plan as presented. Don seconded. Motion
passed.

• Building waiver: Outside groups can pay a suggested donation of $50 to use a room at Trinity. Groups
will not get a bill or need to ask for a building use waiver since it is a free will donation.

• November 17 congregational meeting agenda: Council set the agenda and discussed roles for leading
the meeting. Council discussed changing the written ballot to affirming a slate of candidates (yes/no)
versus voting for individuals, since most run unopposed. Ballots will be tallied while Stephen presents the
stewardship campaign and results presented at the end so there is no lag.

• Nominating committee update: A final list of candidates is being compiled. Lisa is continuing as Faith
Formation chair. Jodie, Stephen, and Andrea are leaving their positions.

• Shared vision team update: Four members representing Trinity on the shared vision team with SPE and
MoM are Oren Anderson, Vicki Volbrecht, John Wagner, and Lori Schmidt. Commissioning for all 12
leaders for each congregation will happen Sunday, October 27. Their first meeting is October 27, and they
are tasked with figuring out what a long-term relationship between the three partner congregations looks
like. They are a subcommittee of the cooperation committee.

• Strengthening Trinity’s identity, leadership, and communication: Council agreed there has been a
lack of a unified vision surrounding Trinity’s identity. Also there are opportunities for better communications
and efficiency between committees, council, and staff. PR acknowledged his focus the past two years has
been establishing the partnership between the three churches.
Katie presented several discernment questions:
 What makes Trinity distinct from the other FoCoLu churches? What about the other churches in
Fort Collins? Would we all answer that question the same way?
 How does the community see us? What is our reputation? Is that how we want to be seen?
 What are the stories we are telling ourselves? (about who we are, what we are good at, the way
things are) What do we want to change about these stories? What are the stories we are telling
that aren’t true?
Council envisions two parallel tracks moving forward: 1) A shared vision between the three churches as
outlined by the shared vision team and cooperation committee; and 2) A stronger identity and unified vision
for TLC itself. Katie will present this topic during Sunday morning adult education in November and
December. Additionally, Council wants to explore an all-committee night workshop in early 2020 to discuss
Katie’s questions in more detail. Other ideas were expanding “Claiming Your Gifts”, a “graffiti wall” for
congregational feedback, and reimagining how Council functions and communicates.
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• September 2019 minutes: Betty made a motion to approve the September 2019 Council minutes. Ron
seconded. Motion passed.

• September 2019 finance report: Jodie made a motion to approve the September 2019 finance report.
Steve seconded. Motion passed. Budget is currently $40,000 over, but there are several big end-of-year
expenditures.
Old Business
• Council retreat follow-up (tabled for November)
Ministry Reports
• Acting President – Stephen Zink:
 Stewardship pledge cards will be mailed out soon. Commitment Sunday is November 9/10.
 Joint worship and All Saints Day coming up.
 Solarium proposal: Lisa moved to decline the letter of intent from Solarium. Don seconded.
Discussion: Solarium presented Trinity with a contract to rent parking spaces. Stephen, PR, and Steve
agreed the proposal was too specific and might corner Trinity into obligations we can’t provide. Motion
passed. Stephen will write the letter informing Solarium.
• Acting Vice President – Betty Wagner:
 November 3 communion service training for families and all interested.
 Betty is working on the Council Christmas party and will send out dates.
• Social and Eco Justice – Don Heyse:
 An additional morning cleaning of the East Wing bathrooms during FFH week can be added to the
duties of the new custodial position and taken out of property budget. Until then, Deana will schedule
cleaners and perhaps add a volunteer job for morning-of cleaning on FFH Sign-up Genius.
• Faith Formation – Lisa Dunworth:
 November 23 fellowship night with pie and family-friendly movie
• Social and Eco Justice – Don Heyse:
 An additional morning cleaning of the East Wing bathrooms during FFH week can be added to the
duties of the new custodial position and taken out of property budget. Until then, Deana will schedule
cleaners and perhaps add a volunteer job for morning-of cleaning on FFH Sign-up Genius.
• Property – Steve Dugger:
 A contractor will rebuild platforms in the sanctuary in October. The finished product will be a rectangle
wrapped by the bell tables. Existing platforms and carpeting will be reused. Total cost is $700.
 Electrical contractor will install the last parking lot LED lights. $18,000 cost from Gifted to Grow
campaign.
 Fall clean-up planned for Saturday, November 2 at 9 a.m. Steve encouraged as many people as
possible to come help.
 Other building improvements include the finished cabinets in the kitchen, new blinds in the sun room,
and LED lighting in the nursery.
• Worship and Music – Jodie Burgoon:
 Planning advent services; Greg leading Taize
 Saturday night musician pool is expanding and going well.
 Exploring a third communion station in the back of the sanctuary
 Worship and music committee are meeting quarterly rather than monthly
 Upgrades for sound equipment in sanctuary
• Faith Service and Study – Ron Bend:
 Pumpkinfest happening Saturday, October 26
 37+ people signed up for Grace Tables. Thinking about incorporating a service aspect to the groups.
Betty moved to adjourn the meeting. Ron seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 7:14 pm and
ended with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Andrea Sauer, Council Secretary
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TRINITY LUTHERAN
301 E. Stuart St.
Fort Collins, CO 80525
(970) 482-1226

3 Congregations 1 Faith Community

Shared Brunch and Service on Sunday, October 27. Join us
for the next shared gathering on Sunday, December 15.
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