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Trinity Lutheran Church
A welcoming faith community
living together in God’s love to
share the joy of Jesus Christ.

Cooking, icing, and eating Norwegian
Kransekake class

Join Amy Jo Martinson on Saturday, September 17 from 1-3 pm to
learn how to make Norwegian Kransekake. Norwegian Kransekake is
an almond, powdered sugar, egg white cookie eaten for special
occasions in Norway and Demark. It's crunchy on the outside and
chewy on the inside. At the class you will go over the recipe, make the
cookies, and options, including the special rings, actually bake some,
ice your own cookie to take home (just a few). This is a free will
donation to cover the costs of Trinitys building use. Contact Amy Jo at
starletajm@gmail.com or 719-293-5313 to RSVP (by September 10) or
with any questions. Kids are welcome, they can help make these fun
cookies, ice them, and eat them, yum!
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TLC book Group

TLC Book Group will next meet at 9:30 am on August 1 to discuss
Brit Bennett’s novel The Vanishing Half. The protagonists are lightskinned, identical biracial twins who move into different cultural
worlds in their adult lives. Whether we will meet in hybrid format or
strictly on Zoom will be determined by the Larimer County COVID
level. Looking ahead, on the second Monday in September (a week
later because of Labor Day) we will discuss Braiding Sweetgrass by
native American botanist Robin Wall Kimmerer. In a series of
essays the author weaves together indigenous wisdom, science,
and the teaching of plants. To join via Zoom: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?
pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730.

End to Gun Violence
ERPOs are an important tool in the gun violence and suicide
prevention “toolkit”. With the support of Colorado Faith
Communities United to End Gun Violence (CFCU) and Colorado
Ceasefire, the Extreme Risk Protection Order (ERPO) became law
in Colorado in 2020. Colorado’s ERPO law allows family members
and law enforcement to petition the courts for temporary removal
of firearms from individuals who are at risk to themselves and/or
others. ERPOs help to reduce the daily loss of life due to firearm
violence, including gun suicide, but the law is not widely
understood. Learn more on Tuesday, August 23 at 6:30 pm when
the 301 Faith Partners will host a presentation about ERPO to our
fellow communities of faith. Those interested in learning more can
register to attend in person or virtually through Zoom by clicking on
the following link: https://forms.gle/nd8jHMCRgWiQ8iXP6

Happy August!
Things are starting to pick up in the preschool wing as we near the
start of school. While we won’t begin class until after Labor Day,
there’s lots of prep work to get done ahead of time. Our MWF Pre-K
class is nearly full, but there are some openings in the younger T/
Th class. Please watch for coming updates on our openings and
any needs we might have. We always appreciate your support!
God’s Peace, Brenda Harju, Director
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Pastor’s Pondering - Gone Fishing!
NOT really, well maybe fishing for spiritual peace. Pastor is on his two week sabbatical!

In Person Gathering Status
Going forward Trinity and the 301 Faith Partners will base our in person gathering protocol off of the
Larimer County Covid-19 Dashboard, which will be color coded to match their level indicator. The
current weeks status will always be made at the top of the e-News & our website. Subject to change.
Green= masks encouraged, full capacity, no restrictions
Yellow= masks required, limited capacity, social distancing
Red= all indoor services, events, and programs will be online, outdoor services will be masks
optional with social distancing

Welcome Brenda Moore, Financial Manager!
Brenda comes to us from California but has lived in Colorado for many years. She holds a bachelor's in
Business Administration with an emphasis in accounting from Biola University. She has spent the past
20 years in nonprofits. She brings her enthusiasm and expertise to Trinity Lutheran Church. Brenda
lives in Loveland with her husband Randy. They have three grown children and enjoy paddle boarding,
camping, and being with friends and family.

301 Faith Partners Neighborhood Event
The 301 Faith Partners are hosting a neighborhood event on Friday, August 19 from 6-8 pm. There
will be food trucks, music by Jerusalem Road, and games. Soon we will announce which trucks will be
participating.
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JET ECO Tip of the Month
From the 301 Faith Partners Joint Ecological Team (JET)
According to the Trinity Lutheran Solar LLC Report of 2021 by Rick Aust, the rooftop solar system
continues to provide multiple benefits! This LLC is a partnership of 20 environmentally conscious
church members who joined together to finance, build, operate and maintain a solar energy generating
system that provides electrical energy to the church.
The purpose of the system is to help the environment and reduce electrical utility costs. Since the
beginning of operation in October 2016, the solar panels have replaced more than 50% of the annual
electricity furnished by Fort Collins Utilities (FCU).
Specific Benefits

• The 198 solar panels have provided an average cash credit of more than $1,500 per year against
the utility billing by sending more than 186,270 Kilowatt Hours (KWH) back to the grid. In 2021,
40,000 KWH of electricity were sent back to the grid resulting in a cash credit of $1,610 from FCU.

• The solar panels and inverter system have reduced the monthly FCU “Demand Charge” by a
significant amount reducing the monthly rate that Trinity pays FCU per KWH. During 2021, the city
eliminated this charge for commercial accounts sending excess electricity back to the grid.

• More than 67,000 KWH of electricity were generated in 2021 and more than 352,000 KWH of
electricity since 2016. The environmental benefits include eliminating 566,000 pounds of CO2
emissions in the atmosphere!
Please join the next Joint Ecological Team (JET) meeting on Tuesday, August 30, at 5:30 pm via
Zoom HERE. Meeting ID: 350 899 592 | Passcode: 028929 The JET meets as needed to plan
educational events, bike to work day, volunteer opportunities and advocacy.

Response to Article in Coloradoan
Dear Trinity – after the Coloradoan article, I, Pastor Rick, sent this response to Trinity’s community.
The implication in the article is misleading. St. Paul's is not moving forward with expansion, nor can
they outside of our partnership agreement. We make decisions together, and that will not change. The
301 Faith Partners eyeing expansion is inaccurate. Some of the article's details are correct, other
details are missing. The 'conceptual plans' filed were for feasibility for any large project we may do
together. Two years ago, we had a dreaming session about the partnership opportunities - but some
may not have been possible. Filing with the city was seeking to find the answers to questions,
limitations, and so forth, so that it could be presented to councils and congregations with as much
information as possible. I gave permission to Jan to submit this conceptual review, understanding it
was for feasibility only.
As you may know, St. Paul's has substantial proceeds from the sale of their property. They are excited
to use that money and dream God size dreams. However, that money is held in escrow by their
Diocese, designated for building purposes only. The good news is Trinity has the land, St. Paul's the
cash flow and Mary of Magdala the spirit to do something special. There are still a lot of hoops to jump
through, a lot of voices to listen to, and years before anything would be finished.
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We have spent 5 years building the relationship, and I hope that we can learn from this, reconcile any
misunderstandings, and continue to move forward in partnership together.
At worship the following weekend Jan Friedlund, Sr. Warden at St. Paul’s, asked if she could share an
apology with the community of Trinity. Here is the content of her letter.
As some in our congregations have talked of having at least two worship services held
concurrently in order to provide more opportunities for fellowship and shared adult formation, I –
Jan Friedlund – suggested to Pastor Felicia and subsequently to Pastor Rick, that it would be
valuable to know what would - and would not be possible.

• Existing parking spaces dictate allowed building square footage, use, and occupancy
• Building and lot size ratios dictate how much – if anything – could even be added
• There is a threshold at which a remodel or reconstruction project triggers bringing the
systems in a 48-year-old building up to code, especially with a day care that is
considered a critical facility
• If St. Paul’s were to propose building a labyrinth, would it even be possible given the
proximity to Spring Creek
• The same question exists for how large an impervious surface could be built for holding
outdoor services
Given my experience in local government management including land-use planning, building and
fire codes, environmental impact, and the like, I’ve been curious about this even since joining
these faith communities. My intent was to gather information that would be a resource for the
Faith Partners for whatever future dreaming and planning process unfolds.
When I contacted the city’s planning department, the direction given was to submit a conceptual
design for review, which I – Jan Friedlund – did.

My years in the public sector have also given me extensive experience with the press. Despite
that experience – and knowing that all interactions with any level of government are and should
be public – I was dumbfounded on Thursday afternoon to receive a call from a reporter about the
conceptual review. Not about a development application or rezoning request, but a conceptual
review. It is a reporter’s job to tell a story – even if there is no story.
And so I apologize - sincerely and wholeheartedly – that my action, taken with positive intent,
has had this repercussion. Please do not hesitate to ask me any further questions or share
concerns – after church or in a call or email or text message – or meeting in person and I’ll buy
the coffee.
Thank you, Jan Friedlund

Though Jan does take responsibility, she is not solely to blame, as I did give permission to gather
information so we could continue conversation. I am sorry as well for my part in this story, and for
failing to guide the process better. Jan is a good leader. I respect, trust and appreciate working with her
in this partnership. I look forward to what God will continue to do with us together as we move forward.
In God's Grace, Pastor Rick
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Assisting In Worship
August 6/7 Vicki Volbrecht / Gerry Olsen
August 13/14
/ Eric Jurgenson
August 20/21 Sherry Albertson-Clark / Margaret Wick
August 27/28 Sherry Albertson-Clark / Delores Wisner
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5 pm Saturday Praise

e-News
Are you getting Trinity’s e-News? The e-News is an electronic way TLC shares what is happening in the
life of our church. Each week, an email is sent out with the weekend’s happenings, upcoming events,
and news to share. We also use this method to inform members of funerals and other time sensitive
news. If you would like to receive Trinity’s emails, please email Amanda at
amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org.

Birthdays
Vicki Volbrecht
Russell Schueler
MaryAlice Spelts
Doris Schwartz
David Bowser
Helen Berneking
Mike Cain
Marilyn Morrissey
John Stark
Virginia Russ

8/1
8/1
8/2
8/2
8/3
8/4
8/6
8/6
8/7
8/9

David Karst
Jean Kochenburger
Fisher Layden
Brecklen Murphy
Jill Rose
Lee Anderson
Mary Hargis
Nathaniel Karst
Bob Fairbairn
Carol Fulkrod

8/12
8/14
8/14
8/14
8/15
8/16
8/16
8/16
8/18
8/19

Barbara Montague
Lauren Brissey
Haynes Dickson
Jackson Dryg
Jill Remmers
Madeline Brown
Terry Mize
Ellen Nielsen
Zach Schairer
Debbie Schwartz

8/24
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/29
8/29
8/30
8/30
8/30
8/31

Anniversaries
Arliss & Thomas Solie
Sonia & Howard Nornes
Gloria & Charles Collins
Cherlyn & Dale Gorsky
Deana & Ryan Andrist
Karolyn & Roland Kufeld

8/8
8/10
8/14
8/16
8/20
8/24
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Teresa & Steven Simske
Joleen & Robert Fairbairn
Claudia & Thomas Haukebo
Heidi & Victor Zuniga
Mary & John Raich

8/25
8/26
8/27
8/30
8/31

The heart, hands & feet of God

Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts
and made a difference in the church OR community, please email
Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org.
Thank you all for the prayers, cards, and meals over the last two months. You have loved and
supported our family in such a beautiful and sacred way. I am thankful to be part of such a caring and
thoughtful congregation. As I write this (7/18) Theodore is still in the hospital but we are hopeful he will
be coming home soon. I miss you and am excited for you all to meet Theodore in the near future. ~
Katie, Curtis & Theodore Kline
Dear TLC, Thank you so much for your donation of $545 to Crossroads Safehouse! Last year,
Crossroads Safehouse advocates answered 1,765 crisis calls and 1,351 calls for referrals or general
information. We provided over 9,800 nights of emergency shelters and served over 3,500 individuals in
the northern Colorado community and beyond in their journey to live a life free of abuse. ~ Crossroads
Safehouse
Dear Trinity, Your support ($424) of N2N is directly helping your neighbors escape homelessness and
gain much-needed housing ability. We believe in a home for every family and your support shows that
you share that same belief. ~ Neighbor to Neighbor
Dear Friends, Thank you for your recent donation ($121) in support of Homeward
Alliance, including the Murphy Center for Hope. As you probably know, our mission is to
empower individuals and families who face homelessness to survive, move forward and
thrive. ~ Homeward Alliance
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Your Gifts In Action

LFSRM and ISAAC
Each month at Trinity we highlight one or more of the ministries that our benevolent giving through our
general budget supports throughout the year. This month we are highlighting two organizations that
work with immigrants in our area.

Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains (LFSRM) has one of the largest refugee and asylee
resettlement programs in the Rocky Mountain Region. LFSRM provides many services in their Refugee
and Asylee program. Their staff and volunteers prepare refugees for employment; develop programs to
respond to their needs; help them navigate through application processes for public assistance, driver’s
licenses, etc.; assist children enrolled in public education; and empower women through a variety of
programs including microenterprise and financial training. To read more about their outstanding
programs, visit their web site at lfsrm.org.
Almost six years ago, ISAAC, the Interfaith Solidarity and Accompaniment Coalition, began their
mission in Fort Collins to support immigrants, refuges, and asylum seekers by giving emergency
financial assistance, providing aid in applying for legal protections, and presenting educational forums.
We are among thirteen Fort Collins faith communities actively supporting this organization which now
offers support to immigrants throughout our county. ISAAC has become a leader in our community in
coordinating the efforts of various local non-profit groups that offer support to immigrants so that more
and more these offered resources and programs work together and are more effective. Legal aid,
support for DACA renewals, emergency food, housing, medical resources, and general education for
our whole community about the concerns and challenges related to our immigrant community and
current immigration system are provided through ISAAC.
For more information on their programs, contact Linn Zink at Trinity, visit their website at isaacnoco.org,
and follow them on Facebook to learn about upcoming events.
When you give to Trinity, you give to LFSRM and ISAAC

Thirsting for Water

Are you wondering exactly what to think about the climate crisis and widespread drought whose stories
fill our headlines almost daily? Where is God in all this news? What are the actual facts of the situation?
What is a holy response we can undertake? The Rocky Mountain Synod has an event coming up that
will help you learn, discuss, ponder and consider personal actions to address this crisis and its impact
on food production and hunger. The Thirsting for Water event is happening Saturday, September 17
from 9 am-3 pm at Bethany Lutheran Church in Cherry Hills Village, CO, and via Zoom. The
registration link is live now at rmselca.org/thirstingforwater. Cost is $25 per person on-site (includes
lunch) and $15 for Zoom participants. Register early to begin viewing and reading advance material.
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Annual Student Welcome Event

Downsizing? Have an abundance of something a student apartment could use? The annual Student
Welcome Event is Saturday, August 13 from 10 am-3 pm at Plymouth Congregational United Church
of Christ. Students associated with LuMin’s Student Housing Security Initiative will be housed, two to an
apartment, in furnished CSU apartments, meaning beds, desks, chests, table and chairs, couch/chairs/
coffee table, appliances, and empty kitchen cabinets will be provided. International student housing will
be more varied. In either case, the purpose of the Welcome Event is to provide, at no cost to the
students, items that will help them make their space functional, conducive to study, comfortable and
HOME. Begin now to set aside bedding, dishes/cookware, small appliances, etc. Help them transform
their apartments into HOME as fall classes begin.
Questions? Want to volunteer? Email: mission@plymouthucc.org. Donations may be dropped off at
Plymouth at the following times:
• Sunday, 8/7 – before/after the 10:00 service (Plymouth only)
• Wednesday, 8/11 from Noon -3 pm
• Thursday, 8/12 from 3-7 pm
• Friday, 8/13 from Noon-3 pm

Ways to Give at Trinity

What is the most convenient way for you to financially support the Ministry work done at Trinity?
Use Regular Offering Envelopes-either brought to worship (when we resume in person worship) or
mailed in?
Have automatic deductions from your checking or savings account, done weekly, bi-monthly, or
monthly? (Same applies to your credit card.)
Have the flexibility to donate whenever you want? Go to www.trinitylutheranfc.org and click on “Give”
at the top of the webpage. Follow the prompts from there. Again, you can have the donation come from
a checking account, savings account or your credit card.
Are charitable rollovers an option for you? If you are required to take a minimum distribution from
your IRA, you might be able have the check payable to Trinity, and not pay taxes on the distribution
(please check with your tax advisor, or financial institution). The same applies if you have a charitable
donor advised fund. Check with your financial institution on the frequency that works best for you.
Does your bank offer their customers a bill paying option? You can check with your bank about this.
Some banks do not charge for this convenience.
Have the Venmo app? Trinity is also on Venmo! We are “Trinity-LutheranFC”.
Thank you for taking a moment to consider these options. Please feel free to call the office if you have
any questions or need help; 970-482-1226 or email Debbie at dschwartz@trinitylutheranfc.org.
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