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Summer Worship Schedule 
Saturday 5 pm Praise - IN PERSON indoor 

Sunday 10:30 am Praise - ONLINE  |  Meeting ID: 894 3735 9149  |  Passcode: 408538 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89437359149?pwd=a0I1VjEwclhiK2paaEd2QXBtTmVkZz09 

Sunday 10:30 am Traditional - IN PERSON outdoor 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
A welcoming faith community 
living together in God’s love to 

share the joy of Jesus Christ. 

August 2021 Volume 24, No. 8 

Nappie Wrap 
Trinity is hosting a Nappie Wrap session to support the Nappie Project, 

on Sunday, August 1, following worship. What is a wrap session? It is 

when diapers are re-packaged into sets of 12 (average daily use for an 

infant). This is done in preparation for delivery to the Nappie Project 

partners. Come join us! If you would like to add a donation, please 

donate diapers (sizes 4 - 7), pull ups, GoodNites (overnight diapers), 

and/or diaper cream. We invite all 301 faith partners to join us. See you 

then!! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89437359149?pwd=a0I1VjEwclhiK2paaEd2QXBtTmVkZz09
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TLC book Group 
On Monday, August 2 at 9:30 am, the TLC book group will meet 

IN PERSON outdoors at TLC to discuss a memoir of a young 

woman working in the predominantly male steel industry: Rust: A 

Memoir of Steel and Grit by Eliese Colette Goldbach. Looking 

ahead to September, we will focus on World War II with two related 

books. The first is Georgia Hunter’s novel We Were the Lucky Ones 

about a Jewish family, separated and flung to the far corners of the 

world in an attempt to find safety in 1939. The second book, Voices 

in the Night, features the poems of Dietrich Bonhoeffer written while 

he was imprisoned in World War II. 

To see the list of the Book Groups schedule click HERE. 

Questions? Call Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 

301 E. Stuart Street 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 

www.trinitylutheranfc.org 

Facebook: /TLCfortcollins 

Phone: (970) 482-1226 
Fax: (970) 482-0817 

Preschool: (970) 221-9852 
After Hours Emergency: 

(970)-400-7252 

OFFICE HOURS 
MON-THURS 9 am–3 pm 

WORSHIP TIMES 
SATURDAY: 5 PM 

SUNDAY: 10:30 AM 

Senior Pastor 
Rick Reiten 

pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Education & Family Minister 
Deacon Katie Kline 

katie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Office Administrator 
Deana Andrist 

office@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Financial Manager 
Debbie Schwartz 

dschwartz@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Communications & 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Amanda Backsen 
amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Choirs &  
Saturday Worship Leader 

Paul Falk 
paul@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Church Musician 
Carrie Hansen 

carrie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

A/V Techician 
Joshua Moore 

TLC Preschool Director 
Brenda Harju 

bharju@comcast.net 

Young Adults is Hybrid 
August 9 at 7 pm | See TLC website for Zoom link 

Calling all young adults! This is a time to be together, build 

community with games, fellowship, and study because community 

matters and because having friends your age matters. This is a 

safe space to explore your faith and develop local friendships. 

Bring your drink and snacks and join via Zoom or in the Memorial 

Garden of at Trinity. 

Maternity Leave 
There is some exciting news in the office these days, Amanda 

Backsen, Communication/Volunteer Coordinator is pregnant and 

due mid to late August. Amanda will be on maternity leave for 

twelve weeks. So what does that mean for TLC? Well, Amanda's 

position will be fulfilled by a combination of staff and volunteers, so 

allow for patience and grace as they learn the ropes. Please still 

direct announcements and information to her email 

amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org, as the team will check for it there. 

http://www.trinitylutheranfc.org/trinity-book-group.html
mailto:amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org
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Minister’s Message 
Throughout June and July we have been using a Re-Gathering Litany in worship, written by the ELCA 

and adapted for Trinity. This litany was written specifically for congregations to use to mark the  

re-gathering of in-person worship after the time away from COVID. The time away from each other was 

hard, and there is much to lament. Each week, I have been struck by the power of the words: the words 

of lament, the words of celebration, and the prayers for the future. I know that many of you are still 

grieving not being in the Sanctuary on Sunday morning. I know there is grief around not having a 

“regular” coffee/fellowship time. I also know that there is grief that I don’t even know about, around 

worship and around your personal life. Please know that the leadership of Trinity is listening to your 

concerns and making careful and thoughtful decisions as we have throughout the pandemic and 

continue to do as we move forward. When you share your grief, we listen and grieve with you (even 

when we disagree!). 

Like this re-gathering litany, we don’t stop at lament. We also celebrate together! We celebrate that we 

are able to be back together in person and celebrate all of what that means. We celebrate new life, new 

members, new staff, and each one of you. We celebrate being together. 

Also, like in this litany, we pray for the whole world and our future. While we won’t use this re-gathering 

litany in August, the words are still true. Our lament, both individual and collective, will continue to be 

present. Attend to your lament, attend to the lament of those around you, and be aware when it is 

coming out (usually in subtle and perhaps confusing ways). Our celebration will also continue to be 

present. As we celebrate, it may be clouded by sadness of a different milestone you weren’t able to 

celebrate because of the pandemic. That’s normal too. It’s okay to name that. As a church community 

we will continue to walk the next steps of this journey together. Be gentle with yourselves, be gentle 

with others. 

We are moving forward from the litany, but we don’t forget its meaning. As we proclaimed together 

each week in the litany, we know that God walks along with us, and together we pray and proclaim: 

Restore us, gracious God; Heal us, compassionate God; Empower our church, faithful God; Renew the 

whole world, merciful God; and Give us your peace, eternal God! 

(If you are not familiar with this litany, if can be found in any of the bulletins from June or July, the office 

will be happy to provide you with one, just ask) 

Deacon Katie Kline, Education & Family Minister 

TLC Gifts Registry 
As we move into our stewardship season of talent (time, talent, and treasure), Trinity is excited to 

release the new TLC Gifts Registry. Without further ado, please complete one registry for each family 

member (including kids) by visiting https://forms.gle/b1J3k6fQPD63XfMi9. We think it is easier to 

complete online but if you prefer a paper copy, please contact the office and have one mailed to your 

house, remember you will need to mail or bring the completed form back to the church. 

https://forms.gle/b1J3k6fQPD63XfMi9
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Your GIFTS In Action 
LFSRM& ISAAC 

This month we are highlighting two organizations working with immigrants to which Trinity provides 

support through our benevolent giving.  

Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains (LFSRM) has one of the largest refugee and asylee 

resettlement programs in the Rocky Mountain Region.  A refugee or asylee is “a person who has fled 

his/her country due to a well-founded fear of persecution on the basis of race, religion, nationality, or 

membership in a particular social or political group.” However, a refugee receives his/her status from 

the U.S. Department of State prior to his/her arrival in this country; an asylee is granted this status 

when he/she is already in the U. S. or is seeking admission at a port of entry. 

LFSRM provides many services in their Refugee and Asylee program. Their staff and volunteers 

prepare refugees for employment; develop programs to respond to their needs; help them navigate 

through application processes for public assistance, driver’s licenses, etc.; assist children enrolled in 

public education; and empower women through a variety of programs including microenterprise and 

financial training.   

To read more about their outstanding programs, visit their web site at lfsrm.org. 

Almost five years ago, the Interfaith Solidarity and Accompaniment Coalition (ISAAC) began their 

mission in Fort Collins to support immigrants, refuges, and asylum seekers by giving financial aid, 

providing assistance in applying for legal protections, and presenting educational forums.  

In the short time since their formation, ISAAC has distributed over $500,000 in its programs, including  

$375,000 for COVID related crises in 2020, $34,000 so far in 2021 for COVID relief, and $190,000 to 

140 unaccompanied minors, asylum seekers, and households for assistance in immigration cases. 

Since DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) applications have been reopened after a 3-year 

hiatus, ISAAC has given 18 full scholarships for the $495 filing fees for protections under DACA. 

Congregations can support ISAAC’s efforts by offering free space for meetings and forums, supporting 

an asylum seeker, writing letters to government officials on immigration issues, and planning and 

participating in vigils in response to current events. 

For more information on their programs, contact 

Linn Zink at Trinity, visit their website at 

isaacnoco.org, and follow them on Facebook to 

learn about upcoming events. 

When you give to Trinity, you give to 

LFSRM& ISAAC 

https://lfsrm.org
https://isaacnoco.org
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Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
Vicki Volbrecht  8/1 

Russell Schueler  8/1 

MaryAlice Spelts  8/2 

Doris Schwartz  8/2 

David Bowser  8/3 

Helen Berneking  8/4 

Mike Cain   8/6 

Marilyn Morrissey  8/6 

John Stark   8/7 

Virginia Russ  8/9 

David Karst   8/12 

Elaine Beckman  8/14 

Jean Kochenburger 8/14 

Fisher Layden  8/14 

Brecklen Murphy  8/14 

Jill Rose   8/15 

Lee Anderson  8/16 

Mary Hargis   8/16 

Nathaniel Karst  8/16 

Bob Fairbairn  8/18 

Carol Fulkrod  8/19 

Barbara Montague  8/24 

Lauren Brissey  8/25 

Haynes Dickson  8/26 

Jackson Dryg  8/27 

Jill Remmers  8/29 

Madeline Brown  8/29 

Terry Mize   8/30 

Ellen Nielsen  8/30 

Zach Schairer  8/30 

Debbie Schwartz  8/31 

Arliss & Thomas Solie  8/8 

Sonia & Howard Nornes  8/10 

Gloria & Charles Collins  8/14 

Cherlyn & Dale Gorsky  8/16 

Deana & Ryan Andrist  8/20 

Karolyn & Roland Kufeld  8/24 

Teresa & Steven Simske  8/25 

Joleen & Robert Fairbairn  8/26 

Claudia & Thomas Haukebo 8/27 

Heidi & Victor Zuniga  8/30 

Mary & John Raich   8/31 

June Year-To-Date

Receipts:  

    Offerings 24,385$ 181,910$       

1) Building Use 4,833     19,026           

Total Receipts: 29,218   200,937         

Expenditures:

    Operating and Support 26,228   160,957         

    Ministries 7,083     43,938           

1) Benevolence/Gifts (Synod, Sky Ranch, etc.) 1,085     12,650           

Total Expenditures: 34,396$ 217,545$       

Receipts less Expenditures: (5,178)$  (16,608)$        

2021 Ministry Fund Plan for the month of June                                        

and for year-to-date as of June 2021
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1  
10:30 am Outdoor Worship 
10:30 am Online Worship 

2    
9:30 am Book Group 

 
 

6 pm Property 

3   
 
 
 

5:15 pm Soc/Eco Justice 
 

8 
10:30 am Outdoor Worship 
10:30 am Online Worship 
11:45 am Faith Formation 

9   
 
 

4:30 pm Exec Council 
 

7 pm Young Adults 

10      
 
 

4 pm Finance 

15    
10:30 am Outdoor Worship 
10:30 am Online Worship 

11:45 am Worship & Music 

16  
 
 
 
 

6 pm Council 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

22    
10:30 am Outdoor Worship 
10:30 am Online Worship 

23    
 
 

24     
 
 
 
 

6 pm Joint Eco Mtg 
 

29     
10:30 am Outdoor Worship 
10:30 am Online Worship 

30  
 
 

31  
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Assisting In Worship 
Assisting Minister 

August 1 Michele Rose 

August 7/8 Vicki Volbrecht  / Jim Rose 

August 14/15 Ron Bend / Margaret Wick 

August 21/22 Vicky Splittgerber / Cherlyn Gorsky 
August 28/29 Bonnie Bend / Erik Elliott 

4    
 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

11       
 
 

12   
 
 
 

7 pm Immigration Task Force 

13   
 
 
 

14    
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

18 
 
 

19  
 
 
 
 

6 pm 301FP Co-Op Mtg 
 

20    
 
 

21   
 
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 

25    
 
 

26    
 

27   
 

28   
 
 
 
 

5 pm Saturday Praise 
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Highlights from Current Council Minutes 
Finance Report: 

• Receipts to the end of May 2021 were $171,719, with expenditures of $184,501 for a negative balance 

of $12,782.  

• MOM may need to reduce their monthly contribution to TLC, but Mountain Kids will resume theirs. 

• Worksheets for next year’s MFP will be available August 1, and fifty-three pledges totaling $178,520 

have been received which is 43% of the MFP for the current year. 

• Debbie Schwartz will retire in June 2022. 
 

Reports from Pastor and Deacon 

• Pastor Rick reported that Sunday morning outdoor worship will change to 10:30 am beginning July 4th. 

• Deacon Katie announced that VBS is underway with 23 children involved. 

• The organ MIDI project is delayed while waiting for parts. 

• The Discretionary Benevolence team approved $600 for the Nappy Project. 
 

COVID Policy:  The Executive Committee has been approached by members about whether it is 

necessary to continue masking for worship in an outdoor setting. Worship and Music will be asked to 

discuss the policy and to make a recommendation. 
 

The Faith Vision Partners Report: Council members should view the report by the Faith Vision 

Partners prior to the August Council meeting. Members of the congregation are also welcome to watch 

the presentation at the following link: https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1210_WQz3fW3bL7Bi_LKFVoDnjVMKJqpl/view?usp=sharing. 
 

Using the Space in our Building: Pastor Rick led a discussion about how to use the asset of our Trinity 
building to better facilitate our joint 301 Faith Partners ministry.  Some of the considerations discussed 
included: 

• Could the room immediately to the right of the West entrance be subdivided into two clergy offices 

(one each for MOM and SPE) and connected with doors to the Fireside Room which would become an 

administration office? 

• How would the TLC congregation feel about the loss of the Fireside Room as the primary education/

meeting room? 

• How do we accommodate outside groups as they return to the church after COVID? Could all outside 

groups meet in the Sunroom? 

• How do we deal with issues such as confidentiality in office spaces and outside door access? 

• Where would FFH be housed? 

• Can Room 2 in the east wing replace the Fireside Room as the primary education/meeting room, and 

how does the lack of air conditioning in part of the east wing impact use of those rooms? 

• How do we prioritize building use by the three churches vs. use by outside groups? 

A task force including Pastor Rick, Deacon Katie, Ron Bend, Lisa Dunworth, Betty Wagner, and Steve 

Dugger) will begin looking at the issue. A motion was made, seconded, and approved unanimously to 

authorize Pastor Rick to begin to talk to people who would be impacted by the repurposing of rooms.  
 

Property Committee Report 

• The Property Committee has secured a quote from Wisdom Tree Service for $3200 for tree trimming 

and clean-up of storm damage. A motion to approve the quote and to authorize the Finance 

Committee to study the best source of funding was made, seconded, and approved unanimously. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1210_WQz3fW3bL7Bi_LKFVoDnjVMKJqpl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1210_WQz3fW3bL7Bi_LKFVoDnjVMKJqpl/view?usp=sharing


 

August 2021  |  9 

• Other concerns of the committee include scheduling window washing; troubleshooting a pump 

problem that is interfering with water to the garden; repairing a broken sprinkler line; continued 

trespassing behind the brick wall at the northwest corner of the church. 

• A third bid is being sought for resurfacing the parking lot. 

• Replacing filters in the building with MERV-13 filters at a cost of $1700-1800 may be delayed 

because of lack of availability. 

 

Council Meeting via Email June 27-29 

The Worship and Music Committee has recommended the following guidelines for mask wearing for the 

months of July and August:   

Indoor Worship: 

• Increase the capacity from 50 people to 75-100 

• Allow Worship leaders to be unmasked for reading/singing 

• Allow for congregational singing with masks 

Outdoor Worship: 

• Change the mask policy from masks required to being masks optional with a clear disclaimer stating 

CDC strongly encourages masks/distancing for unvaccinated people. 

• Continue with congregational singing without quartet leading music. 

A motion to accept the recommendations for masking during summer worship as put forward by the 

Worship and Music Committee and to share them with our faith partners was made, seconded, and 

approved by six affirmative votes.   
 

Respectfully submitted, Nadine Hunt, Council Secretary 
 

Complete minutes of Council meetings are available in the Church Office. 

Book Lovers Used Book Sale 
Hallelujah! We have dates on the calendar for our 5th 

Annual Book Lovers Used Book Sale in support of our 

TLC Preschool! Please mark your calendars for 

Saturday, November 13, from 6-7 pm & Sunday, 

November 14, from 8 am-1 pm. Please and thank 

you for bringing all of those books you read during the 

pandemic and want to recycle!!!! Collection boxes are 

in the Fellowship Hall next to the Education wing door! 

Any adult or children fiction and nonfiction books are 

welcome as well as audiobooks or CD books! Thank 

you so much for supporting TLC Preschool! 
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301 Faith Partners – Room Rearrangement 
As 301 Faith Partners – Mary of Magdala, St. Paul’s, and Trinity are better together, and covenant in 

partnership that make the most sense for our community. Towards our goal of collaboration, we have 

audited the room and facilities of this building, to better maximize the efficiency for ministry purposes. 

We have asked – ‘What do we need out of this space?’ – so that 301 Faith Partners, external groups, 

clergy, staff and administration are all in prime position to be impacted by what the Holy Spirit is up to in 

this time and place at 301 E. Stuart. 

In The Post-Quarantine Church – Six Urgent Challenges and Opportunities that will Determine the 

Future of Our Church - author Thom Rainer encourages congregational partners to “Rethink Facilities” 

and 301 Faith Partners are putting this exhortation into practice. To this end, we have room, spaces, 

and offices, which are being rearranged to meet the priorities for ministry. We have a large building, 

with underutilized rooms, rooms that are overscheduled, storage areas requiring repurpose, and a shift 

in mindset of how we use our greatest asset – the building. 

What does this mean? Currently, we are moving the clergy and administrative staff of Mary of Magdala, 

St. Paul’s, and Trinity all to the west end of the building, where Trinity’s offices are currently. 

Rearranging rooms will be little cost to the congregations. The move will allow us to repurpose rooms 

for Sunday School and Faith Family Hospitality for the fall. As we live into the reality of clergy and 

admins working near one another, we have time to discuss plans for Phase 2, which would be more 

extensive and require a vote from the congregations for both funding and to proceed forward. 

What are we asking from you? To be open and flexible to some of the changes in room use than what 

you may remember; to pray and trust in what God is doing; to trust in our equitable sharing together 

better than we have previously; to live into our covenant. 

1. We covenant to LOVE – to love God, Self, and our Partners in Ministry as we Love Our Self; seeking 

together God’s will for our partnership. 

2. We covenant to COMMUNICATE – to be open, honest, and more effective in communication among 

our three congregations; to communicate the decisions and work of our faith partnership to all three 

congregations; to respect each congregation to retain its own unique historical character, 

governance, and polity, as each continues to manage its own finances, even as we share expenses. 

3. We covenant to WORK TOGETHER in all Volunteer Areas – to help share the responsibility and 

care of our common spaces including sanctuary, kitchen, narthex, fellowship hall, and sacristy. We 

will continue to work together across ministry teams such as Faith Formation, Social Eco Justice, 

Music, and Property, while promising to find other ways to faithfully engage in ministry together. 

4. We covenant to SHARE monthly Operations and Maintenance Expenses – to reassess each 

congregation’s contribution, based on need and ability, to the shared expenses of operating and 

maintaining the church and its ministries. We share together the information of finances, to better 

contribute to the shared expense of ministry. 

5. We covenant to INVITE one another into any capital expense – to consider, create, and fund 

capital projects (expenses outside normal monthly operation and maintenance) for use by all three 

congregations. 
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The heart, hands & feet of God 
Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts 
and made a difference in the church OR community, please email 

Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. 
 

Trinity, We are thankful that my surgery was successful and recovery is going very well. Thanks to all of 

you for your prayers and support-we feel very loved and cared for. In appreciation for your expressions 

of kindness.  ~ Janet Morton and family 

Dear Trinity, Thank you for being a great neighbor! Your support of $ 558 to N2N means that local 

families will have a safe and stable home, which has never been more critical than during the current 

pandemic we’re facing.  ~ Brooke Cunningham 

Dear Trinity, Thank you for your gift of $447. Every day, Lutheran Family Services 

Rocky Mountains serves members of our community most at risk, and we are committed 

to caring for these groups regardless of the circumstances.  ~ Jane Pope Meehan 

President’s Perspectives 
Dear Family and Friends of Trinity, Change, change, change!  Seems like for the past 18 months we 

have had to endure change almost daily. Change is hard for most of us, including yours truly, but I have 

learned that change is necessary for progress and growth in any organization. Admittedly, Covid-19 

changes were hard for everyone and many people suffered because of the many changes to our way 

of life. With change comes some loss, the hope is that the eventual benefits far outweigh the losses. 

As I look back to the recent stewardship programs, I am reminded that TLC set the goal of moving from 

maintenance to ministry. The most recent example of this is changes in the building use plan. Council 

is looking to make it easier for our clergy and staff to collaborate together to brainstorm and dream of 

ways to enhance ministry to our community inside and outside the walls of TLC and our world. We 

hope that these changes help us to better serve all who are a part of TLC’s family including 301 Faith 

Partners, and the community. 

As we continue to move from maintenance to ministry, Council is working towards better use of all 

rooms with plans to rearrange storage and room uses throughout the building. As we evaluated the 

building and the use of several rooms, it became apparent that many rooms are used for a single 

purpose and only a few times a month. This appeared to council as not being good stewards of the 

building. Council is looking at the current use for all rooms with plans to make most rooms multipurpose 

and available every day of the week for the important ministries of all the 301 Faith Partners. This will 

mean sharing and working together to further the mission and ministries of all. This is going to take 

some getting use to by everyone, but I believe it will be good for TLC, our partners, and our mission 

and ministries over the long haul. 

I thank all of you for enduring all of the changes during Covid-19 and ask that you continue to have 

patience as we work to getting back to fully utilizing our facility and work towards advancing our many 

ministries. 

Enjoy these last few weeks of summer, I am looking forward to September when hopefully we can all 

worship in person in our beautiful building. God Bless all! 

Betty Ann Petitjean-Wagner, Trinity Lutheran Congregational President 
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TRINITY LUTHERAN  
301 E. Stuart St. 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
(970) 482-1226 


