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Faith Housing Network 
Faith Housing Network needs donation for the families they serve: sanitizing wipes, disinfectant spray, 

toilet paper, and paper towels. If you have a donation to deliver, please call Steph at 970-484-3342 to 

arrange a drop off time.  

We have had a lot of move ins lately and our gently used furniture makes their new apartment a home. 

We could use: Living room chairs, small kitchen tables and chairs, twin sets of linens and mattresses 

(queen and twins). If you have furniture to donate, please contact Jodi Loecke at 970-371-5345. 

Overnight Program Volunteer Trainings will be held online on the following dates: August 16, 1-2:30 pm 

& August 17, 7-8:30 pm. To join the online training go to: FFH Overnight volunteer training the access 

code is 346-000-805.  

Th Day Center needs volunteers to help on Saturdays from 9 am-4 pm. If you would like to help and 

want more information, please contact Steph, FHN's Volunteer Coordinator, at 970-484-3342 or 

volunteercoordinatorffh@gmail.com. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
A welcoming faith community 
living together in God’s love to 

share the joy of Jesus Christ. 

August 2020 Volume 23, No. 8 

NEW Survey to complete! 
As the church, we remain committed to keeping folks safe, but after survey results and conversations 

with you, we are not ready to hold an in person worship, even outdoors at this time. However, we are 

still gathering information, and need you to continue this process. Thank you for your open and honest 

feedback with leaders. 

With that said, a new survey has been created, with NEW additional information and questions. Please 

visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DJ6GFJV to complete the survey! 

mailto:volunteercoordinatorffh@gmail.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DJ6GFJV
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TLC book Group 
The Trinity Book Group will next meet via Zoom at 9:30 am on 

Monday, August 3. The topic of discussion will be the biography of 

Virginia Hall, a Boston socialite with a wooden leg who established 

vast spy networks in occupied France during World War II. Her 

story is told in A Woman of No Importance by Sonia Purnell. 

Looking ahead to September, we will read Melinda Gates’ recent 

book The Moment of Lift: How Empowering Women Changes the 

World. Join our Zoom meetings here https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09.  

Meeting ID: 853 5822 1885  |  Password: 662888 

Questions?  Call Nadine Hunt at 970-825-3730. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 

301 E. Stuart Street 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 

www.trinitylutheranfc.org 

Facebook: /TLCfortcollins 

Phone: (970) 482-1226 
Fax: (970) 482-0817 

Preschool: (970) 221-9852 
After Hours Emergency: 

(970)-400-7252 

OFFICE HOURS 
MON-THURS 9 am–3 pm 

WORSHIP TIMES 
SATURDAY: 5 PM 

SUNDAY: 10:30 AM 

Senior Pastor 
Rick Reiten 

pastorrick@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Education & Family Minister 
Katie Kline 

katie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Office Administrator 
Deana Andrist 

office@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Financial Manager 
Debbie Schwartz 

dschwartz@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Communications 
Amanda Backsen 

amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Director of Choirs 
Paul Falk 

paul@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Church Musician 
Carrie Hansen 

carrie@trinitylutheranfc.org 

Saturday Worship Coordinators 
Greg Schairer & Jodie Burgoon 

saturdayworship@trinitylutheranfc.org 

A/V Techician 
Joshua Moore 

TLC Preschool Director 
Brenda Harju 

bharju@comcast.net 

Who wants coffee?!? 
Equal Exchange sales of fair-trade coffee and tea and other 

products are down because church buildings are closed 

everywhere. If you want to buy whole-bean and ground coffee and 

extra-virgin olive oil from the West Bank as we used to, please 

email Jim Frye at jim_work@comcast.net and let him know what 

products you would order. You can review the offerings at https://

shop.equalexchange.coop/collections/packaged. 

Young Adults! 
Every 2

nd
 & 4

th
 Monday - August 10 & 24 at 7 pm 

https://zoom.us/j/473253246 

Calling all young adults! There is no age limit, if you feel young at 

heart, this includes you, truly! This is a time to be together, build 

community with games, fellowship, and study because community 

matters and because having friends your age matters. This is a 

safe space to explore your faith and develop local friendships. 

Bring your own drink and snacks and join us via Zoom! 

FFH 
After hosting FFH three times in the last six-and-a-half months, 

Trinity now has as break! We will not host again until the last week 

in December. Thank you to all who have volunteered, especially 

during the sessions at Foothills Unitarian Church. Your help is so 

appreciated! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
mailto:jim_work@comcast.net
https://shop.equalexchange.coop/collections/packaged
https://shop.equalexchange.coop/collections/packaged
https://zoom.us/j/473253246
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There are so many who are the heart, hands & feet of God 
Thank someone who has lived out their faith by sharing their gifts and made a difference in the 

church OR community, please email Amanda, amanda@trinitylutheranfc.org. 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Thank you for your gift of $475. Every day, Lutheran Family Services Rocky 

Mountains serves members of our community most at risk by COVID-19, and we are committed to 

caring for these groups regardless of the circumstances.  ~James Horan, Lutheran Family Services 

To our Trinity staff, A thank you to all for your ongoing faithful work. Special thanks this past week for 

the “Tech” beautiful scenes, parks etc. over the 4th of July weekend. To Katie, thank you for your 

message, your cheerful sharing and your garden. Pr. Rick hoping your and your family had a chance to 

have a change of vistas. Thank you to all!  ~ Rose Zubradt 

Winnie’s Update 
Trinity Family, Good morning this Winnie Wagner, I’m John and Betty’s motor home. I must say, since 

John went to part-time, we are always on the move. We have gone on several camping trips in Norther 

Colorado, plus trips to Colby, Kansas and Wiley, Colorado to see their boys. So now, we are headed to 

Upper Michigan to see John’s brothers and families for the first time in 3 years. Last night we were in 

Fort Pierre, SD, we had a beautiful view of the river. Tonight, the plan is to be in St. Michael, MN, then 

UP Michigan Sunday evening. They do keep me moving! 

OK, Winnie that is enough! Winnie is right, we are joying some travel since John is not teaching 

summer school. Using Winnie keeps us safe while traveling. 

Words can not express how proud I am of my faith family. During this time of pandemic and uncertainty, 

Trinity Lutheran Church remains strong. You reacted so positively to our desire to stay safe and 

continue with virtual worship. Thank you, it makes our jobs much easier with your support. 

I am also proud and humbled by your continued financial support. I’m reading another book, Everyday 

Is A Gift by Barry Gottlieb. In his book he has an anonymous quote; “A  dream or wish is the way we 

would like the world to be. A goal is what we intend to make happen.” Trinity had a dream of ministering 

to others through increasing our benevolence to chosen ministries. In November, we set a goal to give 

10% of our receipts to those ministries. You voted unanimously to support this lofty, important goal. I 

am so happy and proud to say that after two quarters, not just any quarters in the life of the church, but 

during a pandemic, we have accomplished this goal. Even during this pandemic when we have no clue 

as to what will happen next, you have continued to 

support our ministries. Since I know you will continue to 

give generously, I look forward to reporting after third 

quarter that we have made it again. Thank you from the 

bottom of my heart. 

I’m writing this as we travel down US 14 towards 

Brookings, SD but now I must say good bye and pump 

gas! Please continue to stay safe, positive, and 

healthy. God Bless all of you, you are awesome!! 

Betty Ann Petitjean-Wagner, Trinity Lutheran Church 

Council President 
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Reverend Rick’s Reflections 
Since the article that I write for our newsletters is titled “Reverend Rick’s Reflections” I am going to try 

to give the congregation some highlights from inside my head. I realize that could be dangerous, 

because so often my mind is all over the place. However, I want the congregation to know the places 

that the Spirit has been blowing in our lives these last years, last months during Covid, and where She 

may be blowing into the future. Bear with me, this may be long.  

Worship 

These past few months have been unique in terms of worship, but I continue to be grateful for our 

volunteers and staff who are serving God in new and challenging ways. Church cannot be stopped by a 

building being closed, we continue to engage in the work of loving and serving our neighbors. Our 

worship for a Trinitarian audience (Father, Son, Spirit), is faithful and impactful.  

Still, we listen and look for opportunities to continue to strengthen the worship experience, and take 

care of those who assemble the service for the weekend. Though we cannot do two different services, 

in August we will rotate worship styles week to week, to share leadership and harmonize each service 

better. We still we do some blended services, because it is good for us to bring our Sat and Sun folks 

together, as one community.  

When it comes to worship, I realize not all our expectations and preferences will be met, but the good 

news it is not about us. We still get to engage in prayer, worship, communion, sermons, with this 

community of Christ, in new ways and God meets us here in this experience. 

Why do we say Black Lives Matter? 

Obviously Black Lives Matter has been in the news, faithfully addressed by our minister Katie Kline last 

month, explored during Adult Forum, and lifted up with our partner congregations in the letter presented 

by Social and Ecological Justice. Thank you. This is who we are as a community, one that lifts up those 

specifically addresses systems of oppression and injustice when we encounter. Four years ago, the 

movement began, but this time has been a Kairos – God timed moment in history – for the nation to 

step forward to make a change. 

If we argue that “all lives matter” it diminishes the impact of specifically mentioning black and brown 

lives, and perpetuates the racial injustice.  We do uphold the life of each person  – so when others 

don’t, we stand in solidarity with our siblings of colored who are being killed and condemned.  

It took me some time to understand this, and it is okay if we are coming around to this idea of 

designation. Jesus specifically lifts up Samaritans, woman, children, and non-Jews – to bring them life. 

When we have breast cancer, we don’t pray “all cancer matters”. We say Boston Strong after the 

marathon bombing, not all cities matter. When the Pulse nightclub was attacked, we prayed for our 

LGBT siblings, because their lives matter. We even have designated parking places for those who have 

mobility challenges – to show that we care about their special needs and lives.  

Making a designation in this manner, shows that we love the people, when others show they do not 

love. So thank you, for loving, thank you for lifting up those who are knocked down, thank you for 

walking with our siblings of color, and recognizing our own fortune and privilege that have added to 

racially unjust society.  

 

             Continued———————> 
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Covid - Reopening 

Dear Church, I am not sure what the end of August will look like, but I am pretty sure that we will not be 

back in person worshipping. We are still looking at the possibility of an outdoor service later on, but our 

best way to be church and to love one another, is to remain safer at home. That hurts to say, but I want 

to be honest with you, so that we can continue to prepare for the long-term prospect of being apart. 

This time is unprecedented as we know, and I am grateful that we continue to walk this together. I could 

not do this without you. Thank you.  

Unchartered Territory 

When Reverend Peter Sawtell was with us in June, he made the analogy that Coloradans like to hike – 

plan a trip, follow the route, reach the summit and return. However, in California, the surfer needs to 

paddle out, wait for the right tide, and ride the wave back to shore. He said that we need to follow this 

surfer mentally, because we cannot know the route, or where we are headed.   

But, what about the hiker (like me) who gets off the trail, or to a different summit, or loses the map, or 

faces unchartered territory. There is no ‘wave’ to ride back to shore, and no GPS to get you back on 

route, no people to follow to make sure you get there safely – and you don’t know what the end looks 

like!  (I admit I read a book about church leadership that incorporated the exploration of Lewis and 

Clark, titled - Canoeing the Mountains.)  

I think that is where we are at in our mission here at Trinity with our partner congregations.  We are not 

sure what this territory looks like. We don’t have a route, we can’t know the end. But we continue to plot 

and plod, make it over the next hill, through the next valley, until we reach our next designation point. 

Where we can sit, reflect back, and continue to figure out our next step forward. 

We have reached a designation point with St. Paul’s and Mary of Magdala as we have discussed 

adding columns to the memorial garden. I appreciate the feedback that has come back so far after 

Trust sent out the letter at the end of June. I also realize this shows a strong indication of a long-term 

partnership, of which Trinity discussed back in the winter and Spring. We have an opportunity to be part 

of a special ministry here at Trinity.  

As we move into this fall period – there is fear around the unknown – but we are not wandering 

aimlessly. We may not know what the end looks like, but we have faithful partners here together at 301 

E Stuart. We are a better, stronger, church community because of this partnership. We cannot know 

the long-term outcome. It is okay if we make mistakes, or even fail! We cannot know the questions or 

answers this far in advance. But, I invite you to journey this unchartered territory together, to be leaders 

together, to face the challenges together. We will be coming up on three years of this partnership, and 

we can settle into the unknown, trusting that the Spirit knows what she is doing. 

We as the leadership and vision teams, will continue to listen, continue to have conversations with you 

about what steps we can take in regards to this partnership. This may be long, but bear with us. Pray 

for your leaders. Talk to us. Reflect, listen, and discern. Pray for us again. Talk to us again. Let us see 

where God wants us to go. 

I truly wish that ministry with Trinity were more systematic, following a certain order. I am not designed 

to bounce from one thing to the next without having a clear understanding. It feels a bit chaotic, but I 

trust God orders the chaos in my mind and my life, in our minds and our lives, so that we continue to 

follow the call and command that has been given to us in this time and place. Thank you for this 

journey. 

Peace Pastor Rick 
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Assisting in Worship 
Lector/Prayer Leader 

August 1/2 Delores Wisner / Ron Bend 

August 8/9 Erik Elliott / Vicky Splittgerber 

August 15/16 Paul Schairer / Ron Splittgerber 

August 22/23 Anya Reiten / Vicki Volbrecht 

August 29/30 Michele Rose / Bonnie Bnd 
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Trinity's Virtual Offerings! 
Join your Trinity family (virtually) for worship, education and more! We are a community that still 

gathers together. We are socially connected, even if we are physically distant in these moments. We 

continue to pray for this community, for our country, for our world, for those of us protected, and for 

those that go unprotected.  

Click the link and join the meeting. You do not need a ZOOM account to access the link. However, you 

may first be prompted to download the software. This is safe, and you only need to do it once. 

Adult Forum (Sunday 9 am) - https://zoom.us/j/957189862 

Sunday School (Sunday 10 am) - https://us04web.zoom.us/j/165945052 

Worship (Sunday 10:30 am) - https://zoom.us/j/658121275 

TLC Book Group (1
st

 Monday 9:30 am) - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?

pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09     Meeting ID: 853 58221885  |  Password: 662888 

Men’s Breakfast (1
st

 Tuesday 7:30 am) - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86217059556 

Young Adults (2
nd

 & 4
th

 Monday 7 pm) - https://zoom.us/j/473253246 

Pastoral Care & Check-In (Tuesday 9:30 am) - https://zoom.us/j/831615536 

All God’s Children (Wednesday 9 am) - https://us04web.zoom.us/j/149890505 

Worship (Wednesday 6:45 pm) - https://zoom.us/j/305110854 

Bible Study (Thursday 9:30 am) - https://zoom.us/j/943554779 

Worship (Saturday 5 pm) - https://zoom.us/j/924781616 

This is where you can access each weekend worship service! https://vimeo.com/trinitylutheranfc. 

Don’t have a computer or internet? You can still participate fully in the zoom worship services and 

other meetings offered through Zoom. Follow these steps, and if you run into problems, just ask one of 

our staff or your phone tree calling person for assistance. We don’t want you to miss you. Remember, 

in order to be part of the zoom call, you need to call in at the designated time (for example, Sunday 

worship begins at 10:30 Sunday mornings).  

1. Call (346) 248-7799 (this is a long distance number, so you need to have ability to call long distance. 

2. “Enter your meeting number followed by #”. The meeting numbers are the numbers following the “j” in 

the link, then press #. 

3. “Please enter your user ID followed by #”. You can skip this step simply by pressing pound. 

4. If the meeting requires a password you will be prompted to enter it now, if not then you are in the call. 

Worship does not require a password, some other meetings do. They will always be listed with the 

link. 

https://zoom.us/j/957189862
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/165945052
https://zoom.us/j/658121275
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85358221885?pwd=RWx6dTEwRzIzc0xuNmtkaWFzbzZIdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86217059556
https://zoom.us/j/473253246
https://zoom.us/j/831615536
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/149890505
https://zoom.us/j/305110854
https://zoom.us/j/943554779
https://zoom.us/j/924781616
https://vimeo.com/trinitylutheranfc


 

August 2020  |  9 

Arliss & Thomas Solie  8/8 

Sonia & Howard Nornes  8/10 

Gloria & Charles Collins  8/14 

Cherlyn & Dale Gorsky  8/16 

Brittany & Charlies Knotts  8/18 

Deana & Ryan Andrist  8/20 

Karolyn & Roland Kufeld  8/24 

Teresa & Steven Simske  8/25 

Joleen & Robert Fairbairn  8/26 

Claudia & Thomas Haukebo 8/27 

Heidi & Victor Zuniga  8/30 

Mary & John Raich   8/31 

Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
Vicki Volbrecht  8/1 

Russell Schueler  8/1 

MaryAlice Spelts  8/2 

Doris Schwartz  8/2 

David Bowser  8/3 

Helen Berneking  8/4 

Mike Cain   8/6 

Marilyn Morrissey  8/6 

John Stark   8/7 

Virginia Russ  8/9 

David Karst   8/12 

Elaine Beckman  8/14 

Jean Kochenburger 8/14 

Fisher Layden  8/14 

Brecklen Murphy  8/14 

Jill Rose   8/15 

LeMoyne Anderson 8/16 

Mary Hargis   8/16 

Nathaniel Karst  8/16 

Robert Fairbairn  8/18 

Barbara Montague  8/24 

Lauren Brissey  8/25 

Haynes Dickson  8/26 

Jackson Dryg  8/27 

Margaret Honn  8/28 

Jill Remmers  8/29 

Madeline Brown  8/29 

Terell Mize   8/30 

Ellen Nielsen  8/30 

Zachary Schairer  8/30 

Debbie Schwartz  8/31 
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KS Community Rewards Program 
Trinity’s King Sooper Rewards by the Numbers: Trinity has around 200 households with 30 households 

signed up for King Soopers Rewards Program. This past quarter those households earned Trinity 

$245.50!!! Imagine how that amount might double or triple as more households sign up!! Now we get it, 

KS has changed their rewards programs and you no longer load money on a gift card. BUT (there is 

always a but) you simply link your KS rewards card to Trinity. To do this simply visit kingsoopers.com/

topic/king-soopers-community-rewards, Login (or create a login), Search: KV296 (This is our NPO 

number) and Click ‘Enroll’ AND you should be good to go. Thanks to all those who have designated 

Trinity on their KS Rewards. 

Racial Justice 
The Social and Ecological Justice Ministries of the three congregations worshipping at Trinity Lutheran 

Church find ourselves moved by love to respond to the killing of George Floyd by a police officer in 

Minneapolis. We believe that this is a human justice concern and, as such, cannot be ignored. In 

looking to the Bible, we see in Micah 6:8 “He has told you O mortal, what is good; and what does 

the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 

God.” 

We confess our own complicity in systemic racism and racial bias. We confess that we have not done 

enough to engage in the difficult work of examining our own personal bias. While hearing about white 

privilege, we have remained complacent with the status quo as it makes life easier for many of us. The 

presence of racism is woven into the fabric of life in the United States, destroying hope and opportunity 

for others in our midst. We confess our lack of educating ourselves about government policies that 

have throughout our history denied equal access to home ownership, quality education, equitable 

health care, safe places to live and fair treatment in the justice system. This is not a call to feel guilty 

which only leads to defensiveness or denial of real problems to make ourselves feel better. Instead, this 

is a call to focus beyond ourselves toward others with love and compassion. 

Recent events have made it glaringly apparent that justice has not been equally given to all in our 

country. In already difficult times like these that threaten to divide and destroy us, we feel it essential to 

call our congregations together to promote unity and justice. We are encouraged by the swift bipartisan 

passage of SB 217 in our state to legally change policing policies but are aware that the culture and 

purpose of policing in the United States must also change.  

As a ministry group in the church, we are hopeful that you will join us in the following: 

 praying for spiritual guidance 

 educating ourselves on systemic racism 

 naming racist comments or actions in the community, among friends, in social media 

 contacting legislators on pending bills 

 actively advocating that police become guardians not warriors 

 supporting efforts at restorative rather than punitive justice 

This letter is a challenge to you to join with us in making a difference. 

We pray that the power of the Holy Spirit will guide us in this endeavor. 

“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good” Romans 12:9 

kingsoopers.com/topic/king-soopers-community-rewards
kingsoopers.com/topic/king-soopers-community-rewards


 

August 2020  |  11 

When You Give To Trinity. . . ISSAC 
As interfaith people of conscience, we draw on the teachings of our faiths to work in solidarity 

for human dignity and immigration justice 

For two years, ISAAC has supported immigrant families and individuals in Larimer 

County. Through the NoCo Emergency Immigration Fund, primarily supported by faith 

communities, their charter mandates that they support families going through crises 

related to their immigration status such as detention or deportation. They are also 

mandated to support unaccompanied minors whose lives would be in danger if they 

were deported back to the rampant violence in their countries. 

This year the COVID-19 crisis has severely impacted the immigrant community, many of whom have 

lost their jobs in low paying and often invisible positions including those in construction, food service, 

and janitorial services. The impact is especially critical because many of these jobs do not qualify a 

person for unemployment insurance or stimulus checks. Responding to this crisis, ISAAC expanded 

their mandate to provide emergency grants to immigrants who have lost their jobs and do not qualify for 

other relief. Because of the generous donations from faith communities and other organizations in our 

area, ISAAC assisted over 200 families in April with $300 emergency grants. 

By giving to ISAAC, we are living our faith as it is written in Matthew:  … 'Truly I tell you, whatever you 

did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'  

When you give to Trinity, you give to Interfaith Sanctuary and Accompaniment Coalition 

TLC Preschool Update 
Hello Trinity! You haven’t heard from me in a while, but, believe me, I’ve been working - just more out-

of-sight than usual. 

I hope and pray that everyone is staying healthy and well. This is such a hard situation for all of us! 

After the rug got pulled out from under us in March, I spent more time online than I think I have at any 

other time in my life. I continued a version of preschool online, primarily on the preschool Facebook 

page. I would post craft ideas, activity ideas and links to other sites that had great printouts or 

worksheets, if parents wanted to use some of those. I also swallowed my intimidation and began 

posting story videos for our families to use whenever they wanted. It was definitely outside of my 

comfort zone, but I hoped the children would enjoy having me still read them stories.  I wrote notes to 

the children at Easter and we ended our year with a drive-through good-bye of completion certificates 

and bags with summer fun goodies in them. 

As for fall, it appears (as things stand currently) that we’ll be able to open preschool “normally” after 

Labor Day. Normal looks different, however. Of course, there will be changes in everything from 

temperature checks to how many toys are in the classroom daily to how parents sign-in their student to 

how often we’re cleaning. We, of course, will be working with the taskforce to make sure we’re all on 

the same page. I’ve been attending webinars and online trainings this summer and receive frequent 

updates from a variety of entities for the most recent advisories and protocols.  We absolutely want 

everyone to be safe, but we also want these little ones to be able to have some interaction with friends 

and peers! 

Like everyone else, I’m praying for the strength, courage and wisdom of our medical professionals and 

leaders, as well as for rapid control of this virus!  I want and need to be able to see and hold and hug 

my little ones again! 

God’s Peace, Brenda Harju, Director 
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