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Special Congregational Meeting of 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
301 E. Stuart Street, Fort Collins, CO 80525 

Sunday, February 25, 2018 
11:45 am 

 

 
AGENDA 

 
 

Call to Order       Dave Karst, President 

Opening Prayer       Pastor Rick Reiten 

Report of Quorum       Andrea Sauer, Secretary 

Call for Approval of Minutes  
(February September, & November)    

Call for Approval of Amended Constitution   Scottie Moore, Vice President 

Capital Campaign Update     Kent Garvin, Treasurer 

Ministry Slideshow       

Invitation to Lunch       

Adjournment        

Closing Prayer       Pastor Rick Reiten 
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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation 2017 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

February, 19 2017 
Call to Order: 11:31am by President Dave Karst 

Opened with Prayer by Pastor Randy 

Attendance was counted at 96 members (11:30am). Attendance was also collected by having 

everyone sign in. 
 

Old Business 

• Approve minutes from annual meeting Feb. 28, 2016 (located on page 15 of the annual report) A 

few typos were noticed 

 The call to order was recorded as 11:13 am (not am) 

 Wally Jacobson found two corrections regarding the Solar Panel Proposal: The name of the 

company is Renewable Energy Ventures (not adventures). The total amount committed and 

raised reached $150,000 (not $145,000). 

 Steph Dugger moved to pass the minutes. Linda Hamilton seconded 

 All voted in favor of passing the minutes 

• Approve minutes from annual congregation meeting on November 11, 2016. No comments or 

corrections were discussed, so Dave Karst suggested moving to pass the minutes. 

 Gary Schwartz made the motion to pass the minutes 

 Howard Smith seconded 

 All voted in favor of passing the minutes. 
 

New Business 

• Voting for Trinity’s Call Committee was conducted 

 Two ballets were provided to complete two rounds of voting. For the first ballot, everyone 

voted for 7 people (6 + 1 alternate). The top 4 people from the first round will be placed on 

the call committee. 

 For the second ballot, everyone will vote for 3 additional candidates. The top 3 will fill the 

remaining spots on the committee. 

• It was suggested by the President of the council that Nyla Anderson be strongly considered for the 

call committee since she is part of the transition team so there is continuity in the call process.  

• Each candidate was listed and stood up.  

The candidates were: 

Jennifer Anderson   Nyla Anderson 

Rick Aust   Cheryl Backsen 

Bonnie Bend   Tyler Borkowski 

Dave Burgoon   Elizabeth Hamlin 

Carol Hemken   Don Heyse 

Gerry Olsen   Lynne Pearson 

Erin Sprain   Cathy Thompson 

Betty Wagner   Karel Waltermire 

Margaret Wick 

• While votes were counted, the meeting proceeded with a slideshow of photos from the past year 

was shown highlighting the many events at Trinity. 
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• Kevin Dragseth highlighted the FoCoLu ministry. Kevin shared story from a meeting on February 8
th
 

where he, Kari and Pastor Gail met with the youth and asked them “Do you want adults around at 

your activities for youth?” First the youth hesitated, but when assured that a safe space would be 

provided for them they said they wanted the older members in the congregation. The youth agreed 

they wanted to hear stories and get to know those in older generations. Kevin also cited research 

study in which 80% of the participating youth wanted a relationship with an adult. 

• Marilyn Hartig presented a letter from Kent Garvin on behalf of the fellowship ministry. In the letter, 

stewardship was described as a journey with God by helping people grow with the Lord. It was 

described that discipleship is more important than membership. Additionally, it was emphasized that 

the focus should be on the giver’s need to give and to respond to God’s calling but not on the 

church’s need to receive. This fellowship is focusing on creating events and activities to increase this 

discipleship. 

• Pastor Gail installed council members who were not present at the previous congregational meeting 

on November 11, 2016. Tim Dolan and Betty Wagner were formally installed to Trinity’s Council 

• Results from the first ballot were presented. The first 4 candidates elected to the committee were: 

Nyla Anderson    Rick Aust 

Gerry Olsen    Erin Sprain 

• For the second ballot, an additional 3 people were voted on. It was requested by the President that 

the committee contain diversity in ages and experiences. 

• Pastor Gail addressed changes in staff and an outlook for 2017. 

 Vacancies in staff positions 

 Natalie earned her Master’s degree and is moving on from her position, Director of 

Communication. Requests for applicants. 

 Patrick is moving on, so the AV position will be vacant. 

 Chris Reed is also leaving the director of music. This position may be replaced with two 

positions: organist and choir/handbell director. 

 Faith Formation, led by Kelli Karst, through her creativity and dedication, has planned 

numerous activities for the children and families at Trinity. 

 A faith formation team is forming and currently looking for members. Andy Sprain will help 

put together a team. Anyone with a passion for planning and working with and teaching kids 

is encouraged to consider joining this team and to talk with Andy. 

 It was highlighted that adult education events have been organized and more are being 

planned. During lent, 40 minutes of faith sessions will be held in between services. 

 To make a time for adult education and faith formation, Pastor Gail suggested moving the 

second service from 10:00am to 10:30am, so that there is an hour for educational events. 

This would also enable the children in Faith Village to attend service. Additionally, holding 

events in between services instead of after the later service makes it easier for people from 

either service to attend these educational events. 

 To celebrate the anniversary of the reformation, a planning committee for a celebration is in 

the works. Currently, there are ideas are to collaborate with the other ELCA churches to 

celebrate together. 

• The second vote for the Call Committee was counted and presented. The additional three people 

elected were:  

Bonnie Bend   Don Heyse 

Margaret Wick    
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 Pastor Randy described the upcoming process. The congregation was reminded that there is 

confidentiality within the call committee. A Ministry Site Profile document will be compiled by 

the transition committee, revised by the call committee. This is distributed to the applicants 

for the position. Pastor Randy and Gail will not be involved in the call committee. The 

committee is going through all the survey responses. 

 Nyla Anderson thanked everyone for filling out the surveys and providing feedback on the 

direction of Trinity 

• Time for additional questions / comments was provided. Marilyn moved to end the meeting. The 

motion was seconded by Richard Morton. 

• Nyla Anderson led the closing hymn. 
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Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Congregation 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

September 17, 2017 
Call to Order – Scottie Moore (Council Vice President) 
Opening Prayer – Pastor Randy  
Jodie Helter (Bishop’s office Council member presented message from Synod and ELCA)  
Count Attendance for Quorum  
Pastor Call Vote – Margaret Wick presented the candidate unanimously recommended by the Call 
Committee, Richard Reiten  
 Motion – Jerry Olson (2

nd
 Erin Sprain)  

 Discussion - none 
 Vote – ballot  

Results – 120 approved (100%) 
Pastor Compensation Vote 
 Motion – Betty Wagner (2

nd
 Rene Mize) 

 Discussion - None 
 Vote – ballot  

Results – 119 approved (99%) 
Sharing of Spacing  
 Motion – John Wagner (2

nd
 Ruben Jackson)  

Discussion – items of discussion included schedules; number in attendance at worship; parking 
(increase handicap parking); fellowship; choir and bell final practice 

 Vote – ballot 
 Results – 91% approved 
Reconciling in Christ Vote 
 Motion – Ron Bend (2

nd
 Esther Johnson)  

 Discussion – None  
 Vote – ballot  
 Results – 87% approved 
Closing Prayer – Pastor Paul  
Meeting closed at 12:07 pm  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lisa Keller, Council Secretary  
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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

Sunday, November 19, 2017 
 

• Call to Order – Dave Karst, Council President 

• Opening Prayer – Pastor Rick 

• Opening Remarks – Pastor Rick 

• Count attendance for quorum at 64 

• Constitution Vote 

 Constitution Update Changes – refer to summary of changes – Scottie Moore 

 Discussion – none 

 Dave explained the process of Synod approving and final vote in Congregation meeting next 
year. 

 Scottie Moore made a motion to approve the changes to the Constitution; Nyla Anderson 
seconded the Motion and it passed at 100%. 

• Ministry Nominations 

 Presentation of candidates – Steph Duggar (Nominating Committee Representative) 

 Discussion & floor nominations - none 

 Jean Ferrin made a motion to prove the election of presented officers, Ruben Jackson 
seconded the motion and the motion passed at 100%. 

• Budget Proposal and Vote 

 Budget Presentation – Betty Wagner (The $450,000 budget is lower than last’s years budget 
primarily because of one pastor versus two and we are no longer in transition) 

 Discussion – none. 

 Pastor Paul made a Motion to accept the proposed 2018 budget as presented; Sam Dolquist 
seconded the motion and the motion passed at 99%. 

• Motion to Adjourn – Susie Stark made a motion to adjourn. John Wagner seconded the motion.  
Meeting adjourned at 12:08 pm. 

• Closing Prayer – Lord’s Prayer 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lisa Keller, Council Secretary  
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Pastor’s Report 2017 
There is a time or everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens:

 
a time to be born and 

a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot,  a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down 
and a time to build,

 
a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance,

 
a time to 

scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
 
a 

time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to tear and a time 
to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak,

 
a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a 

time for peace.     (Ecclesiastes 3) 
 

There is a time for everything and a season for all types of ministry. 
 
At Trinity – we are in a time for “Holy Experimenting” – the concept of adapting and changing to new 
ideas and rhythms of life. Ministry in 2017 led us into some sacred (and scary) spaces where we are 
trying to see what works and what doesn’t; what gives life to Trinity and what may drain us of life. 
Changing worship times, inviting St. Paul’s and Mary of Magdala into this space, calling a new pastor, 
and voting on our identity as a Reconciling Church in Christ, are all big changes. 
 
Thank you for daring to take a risk on some of these experiments, and how it effects and affects our 
lives together. The pastoral staff transitions alone can cause some anxiety, so it is okay if you are 
feeling uneasy with all the other happenings taking place. Too much anxiety can leave us feeling 
helpless, but too little anxiety causes us to be complacent. Holy Experimenting helps to keep that 
anxiety at a healthy level, as God leads us forward in ministry. 
 
We are always in the process of adapting, being transformed into the church that God wants us to be, 
and formed as the disciples Christ calls. Holy Experiments may lead to ministries and ideas that stick, or 
other ideas that fall flat. This next year and beyond we will have more opportunities to experiment – it 
may be with visitation ministry, Faith Formation, FoCoLu, worship, and engaging in different ways within 
the community.  
 
Our prayer is that all of this happens in God’s time and season. As a pastor, I will help lead and guide 
you in the ministry that we are part of together. I will offer input and ideas, but the creativity for Holy 
Experimenting is in our collective imaginations. I look forward to building our relationships and working 
together to see what God shows to us in the next year. 
 
God’s Peace, 
Pastor Rick Reiten 
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Call Committee Report 2017 
 
2017 was a busy year for Trinity Lutheran Church and its Call Committee. In the fall of 2016, the 
Council appointed a Transition Team to begin the process of surveying the congregation and getting 
input on what people in the congregation see as the direction in which the church should be moving 
and what sort of a leader they would like for Trinity. While the Transition Team was working, the 
Council identified potential individuals to serve on the Call Committee, the group of people who would 
be charged with recommending who Trinity should call as senior pastor. At Trinity’s February 19, 
Annual Meeting, the names and biographical sketches of 17 candidates were presented to the 
congregation for a vote, and the following 7 people were elected: Nyla Anderson, Rick Aust, Bonnie 
Bend, Don Heyse, Gerry Olsen, Erin Sprain, and Margaret Wick. 
 
On April 4

th
, Pastor Sarah Moening, Assistant to Rocky Mountain Synod Bishop, met with Council, our 

interim pastors, the Transition Team, and the Call Committee. At that point, Sarah Moening gave us 
direction about how to proceed with the next phases of our pastoral search. A week later, on April 11, 
the Call Committee met for the first time to elect officers and talk about how we would proceed with 
completing the profile of our church (MSP) and preparing ourselves for interviewing candidates.  On 
May 10, Rev. Sarah Moening met with Council, Call Committee members, and Transition Team 
members to review the MSP. Council approve the document at that time.  
 
About 2 weeks later, the Synod uploaded Trinity’s Ministry Site Profile, and we began the 7-week 
period of waiting for the names of potential pastoral candidates. While we were waiting for potential 
candidates we prepared for interviews by researching articles related to the process as it may pertain 
to Trinity's needs and reviewing the "do's and don'ts of interviewing. We also formulated potential 
questions to be asked during the initial SKYPE interviews as well as those for in-person interviews with 
the finalists. In addition, we prepared to respond to possible questions the candidates may present to 
us. The questions and potential responses were reviewed with Dave Karst, Council President, and staff 
members. During this time, we also met with some members of the congregation to get feedback on 
the Ministry Site Profile. 
 
Once we had developed our basic format for SKYPE and in-person interviews, we began testing them 
by conducting practice interviews. Rev. Rick Fennig, retired Presbyterian pastor, Rev. Paul Judson, 
CSU’s Lutheran Campus Ministry pastor, and Rev. Debra Engquist, a bridge pastor in Broomfield, 
assisted us in our mock interviews.   
 
Members of the committee took on a variety of duties such as hosting our meetings, gathering 
information about Trinity, identifying people who could talk to candidates about Trinity, taking minutes, 
setting up SKYPE with candidates, making announcements at services, gathering information about 
the community, finding hotels and restaurants for candidate visits, and designing and refining interview 
questions.   
 
On July 13, we received the names of 7 candidates from the Rocky Mountain Synod, and we 
scheduled interviews with 6 of the 7 for the following week (the final interview took place on July 31

st
 

because the candidate was on vacation). We studied the profiles of the candidates and designed 
candidate-specific questions for the interviews. We visited churches where we could hear candidates 
preach and also watched candidates’ preaching on-line and checked out their church’s websites.  We 
also contacted the references that candidates had listed on their profiles and wrote up reports of what 
we learned. We began the challenging process of deciding who would be invited for in-person 
interviews. 
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Formal in-person interviews took place in between August 10 and August 18. On August 22
nd

 the full 
Call Committee met to decide which candidate to recommend as Trinity’s next pastor. After discussion, 
we took a secret-ballot vote and were 100 % in agreement. A week later (August 29), the Council voted 
100% to approve the candidate. On September 29, the congregation also approved the call of The 
Reverend Rick Reiten with an unprecedented vote of 100%. For the Call Committee and me, these 
votes were confirmations of the Holy Spirit’s guidance as we sought to know what was best for Trinity 
Lutheran Church and its service to God and the community. 
 
Pastor Rick’s first Sunday as our pastor was October 8, less than 6 months after we began our Call 
Committee journey. During Pastor Rick’s first year or so, we will serve as a support team for our new 
pastor and his wife Lindsay and daughter Anya. We fully support his efforts to involve lay people in 
roles such as visitation, especially in light of the upcoming retirement of our beloved Pastor Paul 
Schairer. Our hearts are filled with gratitude to God and to all of the people who have supported us 
during this exciting journey. Please continue to pray for our pastor and his family, for the leadership of 
this congregation, and for each person at Trinity as we together seek to know where God is leading us 
in our shared ministry. 
 
Margaret Wick, Call Committee Chair 
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Presidents Report 2017 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 

dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”    (Joshua 1:9) 
 
Looking back to the year at Trinity, 2017 was a year of many accomplishments and transitions. We said 
farewell to our interim Pastors, called a new Pastor, decided to share our facility with other local faith 
communities, made physical changes to our building through the ongoing Capital Campaign, become a 
Reconciled in Christ church and worked to revitalize and strengthen our ministries in many other ways. 
These transitions were significant opportunities for renewal and strengthening of Trinity’s ministry and 
mission. Trinity’s leadership and congregation were inspired and blessed by the Lord’s guidance in 
these decisions. Following is a summary of some of the highlights: 
 
Pastoral Transition - We started the year with interim Pastors Randy and Gail Mundt. Pastor Gail was 
called to another congregation in mid-year and Pastor Randy remained as solo pastor. A seven-person 
call committee was elected by the congregation in February and tasked with completing our Ministry Site 
Profile, interviewing and vetting candidates, and ultimately selecting a pastoral candidate for the 
congregation to approve. In September Pastor Rick Reiten was presented to the congregation as the 
recommended candidate, and the congregation voted unanimously to extend a Call to Pastor Rick as 
Trinity’s lead pastor. We said farewell to Pastor Randy in late September, and Pastor Rick began his 
service in early October. Special thanks go to Call Committee members Margaret, Nyla, Rick, Bonnie, 
Don, Gerry and Erin for their outstanding work. We are excited to have Pastor Rick’s leadership and are 
committed to supporting his ministry at Trinity. 
 
Shared Space – In late summer 2017 Trinity was approached by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church about the 
possibility of sharing space in our facility. St. Paul’s had recently sold their building and was looking for 
temporary spiritual homes for themselves and Mary of Magdala Ecumenical Catholic Community while 
discerning their long-term plans. Trinity’s staff and executive council met several times with counterparts 
of St. Paul’s and Mary of Magdala and those talks concluded the three churches share common 
theologies, practices and values as well as excitement to work together to bring new vitality to our 
building and missions. The three churches agreed on terms including space, schedule, lease term 
(initially one year with extension option if agreed by all parties), operating procedures, financial 
considerations and more. After receiving a formal request to lease space, Council supported the plan 
and brought it to a congregational vote in September where it was approved. The first day of shared 
space was October 29

th
 which was celebrated with an inspirational shared service. Since then the 

congregations have shared other worship services, education opportunities, service projects and more. 
A cooperation committee with representation from all three churches meets regularly and the 
possibilities with our faith partners continue to emerge.  
 
Capital Campaign – The ‘Gifted to Grow, Given to Share’ Capital Campaign was introduced in late 
2015 with pledges fulfilled over a three-year period ending in 2018. The goals of the campaign included: 
payoff of the mortgage in order to have additional resources for ministry; sharing with others through 
benevolence; establishment of an endowment; and property improvements designed for human dignity 
and ADA compliance, address deferred maintenance and upgrade aging portions of our building. 
Through 2017, cumulative contributions have totaled approximately $427,000. Expenditures during the 
year from the Campaign included benevolence to several non-profit organizations and property 
improvements including adding ADA doors, furnace replacements, purchase of a new commercial 
refrigerator and freezer for the kitchen, and remodel of the men’s and women’s restrooms. Thanks to all 
who have made Capital Campaign contributions to make this possible. Please continue to support 
pledge commitments through 2018 so we can complete other planned projects and ministry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15 

 

Reconciling in Christ – Trinity went through a process of discernment in 2017 of whether to be a 
Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation. The RIC program recognizes Lutheran congregations, synods, 
organizations, colleges and seminaries that welcome people of all sexual orientations and gender 
identities with a public “Affirmation of Welcome” or “Welcome Statement”. Trinity completed a four part 
educational series and discussion led by retired ELCA Pastor Ken Thurow and Pastor Randy. Pastor 
Ken’s book, “A Place at the Table” was used as a reference for the discussion. A congregational vote to 
become a RIC congregation was passed in September, the registration was completed and approved by 
Reconciling Works and Trinity has been added to the RIC roster. The welcoming statement and logo as 
also added to Trinity’s website and publications.   
 
Council thanks the Trinity congregation for their faith in supporting these new, exciting changes and ask 
for your continued prayers as we discern future opportunities.  
 
In God’s Grace, 
Dave Karst, Council President 
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Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly 2017 Delegates Report 
 
Thank you for allowing us to represent Trinity at the 2017 Rocky Mountain Synod Assembly in 
Colorado Springs. Our new mission statement as a synod is: “together we proclaim and embody God’s 
unconditional love – and we do so for the sake of the world.” As part of this, the gathering centered on 
four areas: 1) Claiming our Gifts, 2) Connecting in Ministry and Witness, 3) Equipping All Leaders, and 
4) Accompanying one another into God’s Future. These areas helped to highlight the work we do as a 
Synod and the challenges we face as the Church in today’s world.  
 
It was inspiring to hear how our synod and national church are working as God’s hands in the world. 
Especially enlightening was the presentation on AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities). We listened to presentations from churches 
that are reaching across the aisle to other churches with whom we have full communion to form 
combined ministries.  
 
In line with our commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, we heard of Lutheran/
Catholic joint common prayer services within the Synod. Andy Sprain and Sonja Pancoast (pastor at 
Zion in Loveland) shared presentations with those of us from northern Colorado on Luther’s Small 
Catechism and its relevance in today’s world as part of this commemoration.  
 
Jon and Brenda Fosse 
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Faith, Study and Service in Community Report 2017 
 
“Grace Tables” is the Small Group ministry which pertains to the “Faith and Study” themes. Each 
month, small groups throughout our Trinity family gather in homes, coffee shops and here at church. 
The groups may share a meal or appetizers in a casual setting. The main emphasis of these groups is 
to watch a DVD-based group study followed by group discussion. The underlying concept is to develop 
closer bonds between the group members as they share opportunities to grow and support each other 
in Christian faith. The first study series was by Bill Hybels, entitled “Too Busy Not to Pray” and the fall 
series (continuing this Spring) is by Max Lucado called “Grace”. We hope that the number of small 
groups continues to grow with each new series. All are welcome to join a group. 
 
Speaking of Grace, 2017 was the 500

th
 anniversary of Martin Luther’s Reformation. Trinity celebrated 

in a magnificent way by hosting the Reformation Festival in conjunction with the other FoCoLu ELCA 
churches and community. The festival was highlighted by several fascinating guest lecturers, music, 
games, artwork and (of course) a hearty lunch of German-style food. It was a great celebration with 
several hundred in attendance. There were so many volunteers that worked to make this a successful 
event. Thank you to everyone who was involved in this once-in-a-lifetime occasion.  
 
Under the Community theme, this ministry hosted a Community Easter Egg Hunt. Besides hunting for 
thousands of eggs there were games, face painting, crafts, miniature horses, gift bags, a video, the 
Easter Bunny and lots of cookies! More importantly there was an opportunity for Pastor Gail to share 
the Easter Story of Jesus’ resurrection with all the kids and families attending. Again, a big thanks you 
to everyone who helped make this a special occasion for our neighbors. 
  
Another Community related event was the Celebration of Mothers, Daughters and Children which was 
a fundraiser for our neighbors at Crossroads Safehouse. A luncheon and tea were included and there 
was a speaker from Crossroads Safehouse who provided education about their services and clients. A 
Silent Auction of donated items from the community was also held as part of the fundraiser. Like the 
Reformation Festival, it was a huge group effort of hard-working volunteers that made this event a 
“delicious learning opportunity” that helped raise money for Crossroads Safehouse. Thank you again 
for volunteering. 
 
Under the “Service” theme, this ministry helped coordinate build days at the Habitat for Humanity sites 
in Fort Collins. Our FoCoLu churches are working together to help build a house for the Taylor family. 
We produced a video introduction so that all of our congregations could get to know the Taylors and 
understand why Habitat is a huge blessing and great housing solution for them. Thrivent Financial has 
committed dollar-for-dollar matching funds for all money donated toward this Habitat for Humanity 
home. Stay tuned throughout 2018 as we continue to support this ministry.   
 
This ministry could not function without all of those who volunteer to make things happen. As always, 
we would be appreciative of anyone who would like to offer suggestions for future studies/ projects and 
would like to be involved in this ministry in small or large ways. We are also looking for ways to involve 
our ministry partners of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and Mary of Magdala. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ron & Bonnie Bend 
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Fellowship Report 2017 
 
My childhood Hero once said, “Some people want it to happen, some wish it would happen, and others 
make it happen.” Well, I’d say there were a lot of different committees and people making things 
happen in the Fellowship Hall this year.  
 
We started the year off right with a nice lunch after the Congregational Meeting. A big thanks to my wife 
who helped coordinate that event.  
 
I know soup suppers are a longtime tradition during Lent at Trinity, but this year I thought we’d make 
some inexpensive meals but still have two soup suppers because traditions are important. Thank you 
to those that contributed in anyway with the suppers. 
 
In March, we provided dinner for the Luther Jazz students. I grew up in Iowa not far from the college, 
so I enjoyed visiting with the students about tall corn, high humidity and the Hawkeyes. 
 
In April, the Preschool Board was flipping pancakes and scrambling eggs. It was a successful 
fundraiser and I had a lot of fun being involved with it. I’d personally like to thank my fellow Board 
Members who helped plan and work at this event. We’ve talked about making this an annual fundraiser 
at Trinity. 
 
This year the annual BBQ was organized by the Faith Formation Committee. There were many that 
contributed to this fun event. Thank you Jeff & Cori Nosal and Brenda Fosse for leading and organizing 
in the kitchen. Also, our Kings of the grill Steve Backsen and John Wagner.  
 
September, we hosted the Reformation Celebration, and invited our brothers and sisters from the other 
ELCA Congregations. Special thanks to committee members Pastor Randy, Kent Garvin, Ron Bend, 
Jean Ferrin and Elaine Beckman. I set in on a couple meetings, but this group was organized and 
ready for the celebration! 
 
We didn’t slow down any in October, either. The Gratitude Ministry organized, “Breakfast with the 
Pastor.” We served about 40 burritos and had only 5 left over. Thank you to everybody that planned 
and helped make it a success.  
 
Later in October, we had back to back celebrations “Wow”! First, we had the installation of our new 
pastor. Nancy Harrison and the Call Committee organized sandwiches and appetizers for that fun 
evening. The very next day we welcomed St. Paul’s and Mary of Magdala with a huge potluck. Thank 
you Jennifer Anderson, Lynne Pearson and Linda Hamilton for coordinating one of the largest events 
we’ve had on a Sunday morning in many years.   
 
Lastly, I can’t forget to mention some of those who keep Fellowship moving all year around. Thank you 
Rob Schmidt for keeping the supplies in the kitchen stocked, Jean Ferrin & Deana Andrist for 
coordinating funerals, Linda Hamilton who keeps us stocked with compostable cups, Elaine Beckman 
who keeps the Fellowship Hall very festive, Debbie Schwartz for scheduling fellowship volunteers, 
Rosamary Weinmeister who shops for Sat night Fellowship, and Lynne Pearson who coordinates and 
helps out in many areas.  
 
I’m happy to say that I think we accomplished a lot working together this year, and my hope for the 
future will be that even more ministries will want to lead an event.  
 
Gods Peace,  
Scottie Moore, Council Vice President 
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Social and Ecological Justice Report 2017 
Caring for our neighbors and the Earth 

 
Trinity’s Social and Ecological Justice Ministry teams continue to work toward our mission of Caring for 
our neighbors and the Earth. Highlights from 2017 include:  
 
Ecological Justice Ministry:  

• In collaboration with other community organizations, Trinity hosted the Fossil-Free Film Festival on 
April 23, with films and discussion on responding to the threat of climate change. 

• Summer and Winter Bike To Work Day breakfast stations in June and December had 313 and 115 
cyclist visits respectively. Beer & Bike Tours provided a bike mechanic for each event and 
SnackAttack! partnered with us to provide a warm breakfast option at the winter event. 

• Trinity’s continued participation in the City of Fort Collins ClimateWise program earned a Gold level 
for 2017 along with the Energy, Waste, Transportation and Social Responsibility badges. 

• Increased composting education was included in our 6th Year of the Trinity vegetable garden. 

• Eco articles in the Tidings plus information at the Green Table in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Social Justice Ministry 

• Alternative Giving Fair in December raised $7,873.20 to benefit local, national, and international 
programs to benefit nonprofits including: 

 New participants: Catching Hope, CSU Women's Association, Lutheran World Relief, 
Spectacled Bear, and Trinity Preschool 

 Returning participants: CSU Lutheran Campus Ministry, ELCA Good Gifts, Equal Exchange, 
Heifer Project, HELP Uganda, Murulle Foundation, Neighbor to Neighbor, Olive Wood, 
Samburu, Scout Troop 195, and Women's Bean Project 

• Equal Exchange coffee, tea, olive oil and chocolate sales continue to help support small farmers 
around the world. 

• Trinity and our Partner Congregation, Fort Collins Friends Meeting hosted four Faith Family 
Hospitality Overnight Emergency Shelter rotations. 

 February: 4 families, 358 volunteer hours, 51 individual volunteers 

 May: 3 families, 296 volunteer hours, 45 individual volunteers 

 August: 4 families, 326 volunteer hours, 47 individual volunteers 

 October: 4 families, 303 volunteer hours, 49 individual volunteers 

• 20 turkeys were collected for the Larimer County Food Bank during our first year participating in the 
Turkey Round Up on November 12

th
. 

• $685 in donations collected for the McBackpack program of the Larimer County Food Bank during 
our annual local hunger collection in October. This program provides food for children on the 
weekends who have been identified by teachers. 1 In 3 children in Larimer County are food 
insecure according to the Food Bank. 

• Members of the Gifted to Grow Benevolence Taskforce continued to provide feedback and 
recommendations for disbursement of the capital campaign benevolence giving. In the first two 
years of our three-year campaign, the following organizations have received financial support: 

 Crossroads Safehouse $5,000 

 FFH for transitional housing improvements $5,000 

 Operation Bootstrap for girls to attend high school in Tanzania $2,000 

 Sky Ranch for heater upgrades $5,000 

 Teaching Tree for childcare scholarships $10,000 

 Mustard Seed House program support $5,000 

 ELCA Fund for Leaders for scholarships to become pastors $6,000  
 
Submitted by, 
Dawn Theis 
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Faith Formation Children and Families Report 2017 
 
2017 was a year of excitement, learning, and fellowship for our children and families at Trinity. 
In the Faith Village (K-5) educational program, we continued using the Spark curriculum published by 
Augsburg Fortress. This curriculum addresses the developmental and spiritual needs of children in a 
fun and engaging way as they continue to grow in their faith. Each Sunday, children experienced two 
rotations focusing on a bible story from the Old or New Testament. Each bible theme lasted two-three 
weeks and during that time, children experienced the story through art, music, drama, science, 
cooking, and bible games rotations. The bible stories covered in 2017 included: David and Goliath, 
Wedding at Cana, The Last Supper, Doubting Thomas, Queen Esther, Good Samaritan, Hannah and 
Samuel, Jonah, and the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
In Pray and Play (infants-preschool) the children and parents learned about God’s Word through bible 
stories.  Each week they praised God through music and dance in an active and exciting learning 
environment. Bible lessons in 2017 included: Creation, Noah, David and Goliath, Daniel and the Lions, 
Jonah and the Whale, Jesus’ Birth, Jesus and the Children, Jesus the Good Shepherd, God’s Love, 
Zacchaeus, Easter, Good Samaritan, Mustard Seed Parable, House of the Rock Parable, Lost Sheep 
and Lost Coin Parable, Parable of a Rich Man, and the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
The TLC Nursery was staffed throughout the education year with CPR / 1

st
 Aid trained attendants. 

Nursery staff covered Sunday worship as well as special events such as Lent, Advent, Christmas, 
Easter, etc. The goal of the nursery is to provide a nurturing, loving, and safe environment for infants 
and children up to six years of age.  
 
Trinity offered a CPR and 1

st
 Aid training on October 7

th
. Several of our nursery helpers, volunteers, 

and staff participated. The company, STATCPR, trained us and we received our certifications through 
the American Heart Association.  
 
Children’s Events: At Trinity, we are always looking for ways to encourage our children to serve 
others. Last year, they collected money for the McBackpack program through the Larimer County Food 
Bank. The children learned about the hunger crisis in our community and ways they could be God’s 
hands and feet in the world by helping others. The children performed an Easter program which 
focused on the Easter story: the triumphal entrance in Jerusalem, the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus’ 
betrayal and arrest, the crucifixion and burial, and the resurrection. In December, the children 
performed “Christmas Around the World” which focused on Christmas traditions in Mexico, Sweden, 
Norway, South Korea, Africa, Germany, and France. In October, the children learned about Martin 
Luther and the reformation. We celebrated the 500

th
 anniversary of the reformation with fun activities in 

Faith Village. Two of our Trinity children participated in the First Communion workshop and took their 
first communion on Maundy Thursday. Several of our youth participated in Rally Day, the Backpack 
Blessing, and Vacation Bible School (VBS). The VBS theme was Maker Fun Factory: Created by God- 
Built for a Purpose. The children learned a lot and they had a great time! 
 
Family Events: Trinity hosted a family retreat at the YMCA of the Rockies in February 2018. Families 
from Trinity, Spirit of Joy, St. Paul’s Episcopal, and Mary of Magdala participated in the retreat. 
Families were trained on The 5 Love Languages. The families learned about each family member’s 
primary love language and discovered ways to make sure they are expressing their love to others 
through these languages. The five love languages include: gifts, quality time, acts of service, physical 
touch, and words of affirmation. Our service project involved making Valentines jars filled with candy 
along with activity pages to give to residents of Golden Peaks retirement home. Thrivent Action team 
funds were used to help fund the educational aspects of the retreat. Sky Ranch staff was invited to 
come to do a Camp Sunday service as a way to get people interested in attending a family weekend 
and children’s camp in 2018.  
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Trinity families were kept informed about Faith Village, Pray and Play, the TLC Nursery, workshops, 
and other children and family events via Faith Formation newsletters, Tidings announcements, Face 
Book, and emails. They were kept apprised of resources available in the Family Resource Center and 
other opportunities to receive support by taking part in workshops and forums. Intergenerational 
activities and the Family Retreat were planned to provide a continuum of faith experiences among all 
members. 
 
It has been a joy to work with the children, families, and other ministries here at Trinity. Thank you to all 
the Faith Village Volunteers, Trinity staff, and congregational members for supporting the children’s and 
family programs here at Trinity! 
 
Kelli Karst 
Director of Faith Formation – Children and Families 
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Faith Formation for Fort Collins Lutherans (FoCoLu) Report 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2017 was a wonderful year with an abundance of blessings for our youth and leaders.   
Let me highlight a few blessings of the year, beginning a year ago: 

• In January close to 30 Youth and adults attended the FOCOLU Middle School Youth Gathering in 

Loveland, along with 350 other youth and their leaders. 

• During lent our Middle Schoolers were involved with mentoring ministry as a way to learn and share 

throughout generations. 

• The whole spring semester our youth were busy fundraising for Ecuador and between T-shirt sales 

and Postcard sales, they raised nearly $12k. Thank you. 

• During lent our High Schoolers were encouraged to worship with their family of choice (immediate 

or church family) and we invited them to join the FOCOLU staff at different congregations each 

Wednesday. 

• In May we “Tour’ed de LU’” again with an emphasize on community and team building, and 

transportation by limousine between the events. There were a total of 40 youth and adults in 

community for the evening. 

• May saw end of the year parties and events as well as final Ecuador trip preparations. 

• From May 31-June 8 , 28 high schoolers and their adult leaders, spent time in Ecuador.  Thank you 

to all of our supporters who allowed us to learn, worship, build relationships, pray, and play during 

this life changing week and a half. 

• In June, around 20 middle and high school youth led and assisted with Vacation Bible School for 

our elementary and preschool students. 

• July saw most weeks filled with our Middle Schooler’s at either Rainbow Trail or Sky Ranch along 

with swimming parties, movies and campfires. 

• August saw another important prep month as we hired our new Associate Ministry Intern and 

prepared outlines for the year in each of our ministry areas. 

• Late August and early September were filled with kick off events like rally Sundays, adult leader 

trainings, confirmation fair, and many, many, house visits. 

• September 16-17
 
was Affirmation of Baptism Weekend with all 4 congregations holding confirmation 

on the same weekend. 

• September also was host to the FOCOLU reformation fest at Trinity, which had a wonderful turn 

out. 

• The first weekend in October we had a large group of Middle Schoolers attend a confirmation 

retreat at Sky Ranch. 

• In December, we celebrated the birth of Christ numerous times and in numerous ways, including 

Christmas Night in the Lights and individual congregation parties. 

 
In addition there were monthly fellowship and service events, Mission trip meetings, fundraisers, one 
on one conversations, special school and sporting events, confirmation weekends, and the blessings of 
this year become obvious and known to many. 
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In May of this year we said goodbye to OSLC Intern Ally Williams who is deeply missed by our youth 
and team. Ally just graduated from UNC and is discerning next steps in the new year.  
 
This year we gladly welcomed the permanent Pastors of both Trinity and Spirit of Joy. David and Rick 
have jumped right in and become immediate assets to the youth and ministries of FOCOLU. Welcome, 
and thank you for all you have already given us.   
 
This years team of Kaari von Bernuth, Petra Erhardt, Kyra Jenson, and Seth Woodring have been 
AMAZING and this year has been a dream to be involved with because of you all. Thank you! This 
team has been eager to be better informers and present in more settings throughout the week.  
 
I am also extremely grateful for the vision, hard work, and commitment of the FOCOLU advisory board. 
This group of people is attentive and visionary to the needs and possibilities for the youth and 
congregations of FOCOLU. We made some adjustments in how the board is structured and I feel good 
moving forward with new leadership and new faces.  
 
And lastly, thank you to each of the congregations and their members. Thank you all for another great 
year. I am coming up the completion of my 3rd year with FOCOLU and I continue to feel at home and 
supported in this role. Thank you! 
 
I am looking forward to 2018 professionally as highlights include Synod Youth Gathering in January, 
Houston in June for the ELCA Youth Gathering, and new ideas around how we share the gifts of both 
the larger church and of FOCOLU with each other.  
 
Grateful for the community of FOCOLU, 
 
Blessings, 
Kevin Dragseth, Faith Formation Minister for Fort Collins Lutherans 
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Worship and Music Report 2017 
 
This past year has once again been a year filled with great challenges, new journeys, wonderful 
blessings, and continuing transitions. The Worship and Music Ministry Team continues to be committed 
to faithfully serving the congregation in upholding quality, Christ-centered worship that aims to draw our 
faith community closer to God and to one another.  
 
We began the year, working alongside our interim pastors, Randy and Gail Mundt, exploring the heart 
of worship at Trinity. After learning early in the year that both Chris Reed, our Church Music Director, 
and Patrick Fennig, our A/V Operator, had plans to pursue new directions in ministry, our focus quickly 
turned to filling vacant staff positions. This left the team with the great challenge of re-writing several 
job descriptions, to include separating the Music Director position back into two specific roles of Choir 
Director and Church Musician/Organist. 
 
God is faithful and by mid-March we were presenting Paul Falk as Choir Director and Alice Crawford as 
Church Musician/Organist to the Executive Council for hiring approval. Paul literally jumped into his role 
with both feet, bringing together the choir, instrumentalists, and music selections for Holy week and 
Easter services within a few short weeks. We were blessed by the talents of interim organist Tamara 
Schmiege and Trinity member Jill Rose who eased us joyfully toward the first of May when Alice began 
her new journey in ministry as our Church Musician/Organist.  
 
In addition to his new role as Choir Director, Paul Falk stepped into the A/V Operator position over the 
summer months, allowing the committee the opportunity to find a well-qualified person for the position. 
Joshua Moore began training into the role in August and by the time Paul needed to start fall choir 
rehearsals, Joshua was in full swing as our new A/V Operator. The Worship and Music Committee 
members feel blessed to have been delivered such a wonderful team of worship ministers through 
God’s provision answering the faithful prayers of His people. 
 
We have been blessed this past year with the dual leadership of Greg Schairer and Kaari 
Vonbermouth, alternating planning and leading Saturday worship, accompanied by Matt Giallongo on 
piano, Walter Nieuwlendt on guitar, and Josh Schairer on bass guitar.  However, with the season of 
graduation, we saw changes in our Saturday evening worship musicians. Both Josh and Matt moved 
out of state after graduating from CSU, moving us toward transition once again. We saw God move in 
the hearts of His people, as Paul Falk filled in as pianist before Kieran Simske, existing member of 
Trinity, stepped into the role of pianist during Saturday worship. 
 
Amidst challenges and transitions, the heart of Trinity and God’s provision have prevailed as we 
enjoyed outdoor worship at 8:00 AM throughout the summer between the first of June and the end of 
August. We welcomed The Lutheran Men of Song, The Centennial Children’s Choir, Luther College 
Jazz Concert, The Stover Street Stompers, and various guest soloists and musicians into our weekly 
worship.  In September, Trinity hosted four congregations and more than 150 people in celebrating the 
500

th
 Anniversary of the Reformation. In October we were richly blessed with an organ concert 

presented by Alice Crawford in honor of the music of the Reformation providing love offerings toward 
maintenance and repair of our beautiful organ. Trinity’s congregation and newly installed pastor, Rick 
Reiten, co-led and celebrated Reformation Sunday in a shared space, joint service alongside St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church and Mary of Magdala Evangelical Catholic Church.  This was truly a spirit-filled 
celebration, as all three congregations and leadership shared in worship with combined choirs, singers, 
prayers, scriptures, instruments, hearts, and praise to God. 
 
In addition to weekly worship and the grand Reformation celebration, Trinity’s year of worship included 
the Holden Evening Prayer Service during Lent, the special Holy Week and Easter Services, 
Wednesday evening Advent services featuring Taize worship, along with the season’s special 
Christmas music, continuing to share worship opportunities with St Paul’s and Mary of Magdala. 
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God’s vision has far exceeded anything the Worship and Music committee has expected or asked for 
this past year and we are excited to see what He has in store for Trinity on the journey ahead. 
 
Members of the Worship and Music Ministry during 2017 included: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted  
Jodie Burgoon, Worship & Music Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hospitality 
Our hospitality team are the first people we see when we come to worship; welcoming us with a smile, 
a kind word, a handshake or hug and of course a bulletin for worship. They welcome our visitors and 
members alike, lead us into communion, collect the offering, take a head count each week and more. I 
want to sincerely thank everyone who has helped this past year in this vital ministry: 
 
Captains: 
Rocky Knutson        Dave Karst        David Nance        Sam & Anita Dahlquist 
 
Hospitality Team: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you again for your service and God Bless you in 2018! 
Deana Andrist, Office Administrator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interim Pastor Randy Mundt 
Interim Pastor Gail Mundt 
Pastor Rick Reiten 
Jodie Burgoon 
Chris Reed 

Paul Falk 
Alice Crawford 
Greg Schairer 
Rick Aust 
Mary Ann Miller 

Jill Rose 
Nadine Hunt 
Doug Wyffels 
Patty Telleen 

Gavin Nance 
Blake & Trey Nosal 
Hunter Nowles 
Diann Nygaard 

Lynne Pearson 
Reid Jacob 
Gary & Debbie Schwartz 
Susan Smith 

Judy Titus 
Connie Toohey 
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Altar Guild Report 2017 
 
Trinity's altar Guild was organized many years ago when we were American Lutheran church located 
on Matthew and Mulberry. While the name has changed from Altar Committee to Altar Guild, the 
purpose and function or much the same. members of Trinity’s Altar Guild are responsible for caring for 
and preparing the chancel area for services each serving on a team one month a year. This includes 
weekly dusting of the Sanctuary, removing any trash that may have been left in the pews, straightening 
the hymnals and bibles, as well as checking the pencils and visitor cards replacing as necessary, 
watering the plants in the narthex area is needed and assisting in changing paraments when needed.  
 
My special thanks to Anita Dahlquist for assisting in arranging poinsettias and lilies for the Advent/
Christmas and Lenten/Easter seasons and to ALL the women who give time and devotion to keeping 
the sanctuary and the narthex clean and ready for worship.  
 
Members of the altar Guild for 2017 were  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we begin 2018 I look forward to assisting these women in preparing the Sanctuary for the various 
liturgical seasons. They are a pleasure to work with!!  
 
 
 
 

Communion Assistants 
Many thanks to all those who have willingly and graciously assisted with communion during 2017. 
Many thanks to Vern and Lois Schilling for donating the wine throughout the year. If you are interested 
in learning to assist with communion contact Robyn Moore who has agreed to be the Communion 
Coordinator. Your willingness to serve is most appreciated.  
 
In His service,  
Mary Ann Miller, Altar Guild Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marlene Schild Cockroft 
Gayle Curry 
Anita Dahlquist 
Eileen Drews 
Marianne Weinmeister Ehrlich 

Brenda Fosse 
Char Gaalswyk 
Patti Heyse 
Mary Ann Miller 
Rnee Mize 

Marilyn Morrissey 
Diann Nygaard 
Aida Schmidt  
Susie Stark 
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Church Statistics Report 2017 
 

Accessions          Baptized      Confirmed 

 Child Baptism     5   0 

 Adult Baptism     1   0 

 Affirmation of Faith     1   1 

  Transfer      5   5 

 Re-Affirmation of Faith    0   0 

 Confirmed, Baptized Members   0   1 

 For other reasons & Statistical Adjustment 0   0 

Subtotal                12   7 

 

Losses 

 Death       14   11 

 Transfer ELCA     7   5 

 Transfer Non ELCA     11   6 

 Removed at Own Request    6   5 

 Moved Holding Records    9   4 

 For other reasons & Statistical Adjustment 0   0 

Subtotal       47   31 

  

Membership 1/1/17     573   467 

 Gain       12   7 

 Loss       (47)   (31) 

Membership 12/31/16     538   443 

 
 
 
Received into the Congregation 
Child Baptism 
Owen Michael Sprain   1/29/2017  Clark Margo Nielsen 12/09/2017 
Addison Esther Mize   4/30/2017  Avery Wilder Salmen 12/17/2017 
Emma Elizabeth Ann Clark   5/21/2017 

 
Adult Baptism  
David Noreika  02/05/2017 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
Rosemarie Winkler  
  
Transferred from Lutheran Congregation 
Dorothy & William Lauer, Pastor Rick, Lindsay & Anya Reiten 
 
 
 
 
Worship Attendance 
Total 2016: 11,115 Average: 214.52 Easter Weekend: 595 Christmas Eve Services: 662 
Total 2017: 9,957 Average: 187.9 Easter Weekend: 426 Christmas Eve Services: 550 
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Pastoral Acts 2017 
*non-members 
 

Baptisms: 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation: Evelyn Moore 10/01/2017 
 
 
Removed by Death/Funeral Services: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Transferred to Lutheran Congregation: 
Virginia Cover, Eric Fuchs, Kathleen Fuchs, Austin Fuchs Brooke Fuchs & Aaron Kling 
 
 
Weddings: *Sara & Ben Giroulx  07/23/2016 
 
 
 

2017 Trinity Church Staff 
Gail Mundt, Interim Pastor (Jan 1-June 22) 

Randall Mundt, Interim Pastor (Jan 1-Oct 1) 

Rick Reiten, Senior Pastor (Oct 2-Dec 31) 

Reverend Paul Schairer, Visitation Pastor  

Debbie Schwartz, Financial Manager  

Deana Andrist, Office Administrator *Extraordinaire (*note Amanda snuck this in!) 

Natalie Grapes, Director of Communications (Jan1-Mar 11) 

Amanda Backsen, Director of Communications (Mar 14–Dec 31) 

Kelli Karst, Director of Faith Formation for Children & Families  

Kevin Dragseth, Director of Faith Formation FOCOLU  

Christopher Reed, Director of Music (Jan 1-Mar 5) 

Paul Falk, Director of Choirs (Mar 16-Dec 31) 

Alice Crawford, Church Musician (May 1-Dec 31) 

Greg Schairer, Saturday Praise Coordinator  

Saturday Praise Musicians, 

Joshua Schairer, Kaari von Bernuth, Walter Nieuwlandt, Matthew Giallongo & Kieran Simske 

Brenda Harju, Preschool Director  

Joshua Moore, Audio Visual Technician (May 14-Dec 31) 

Tiffany Klijewski, Nursery Coordinator  

Alexander James Waag  08/07/2017 
Beverly Jean Bainer   05/16/2017 
Geraldine M. Jungmeyer  01/22/2017 
Earl Conrad Kerbel   12/16/2016* 
Viola N. Kuehl   01/26/2017 
Carol Lea Schilling   08/16/2017* 
Frieda Alsleben   03/05/2017 
June Irene Barrett   08/20/2017 

Norma Lorraine Ritscher  04/03/2017 
Delores Lillian Myrtle Maritin 11/22/2017 
Richard Eugene Wiederspon 04/08/2017 
Helen Waag    12/11/2017 
Richard Duane Zubradt  04/21/2017 
Emma Ulrich    12/19/2017 
Howard K. DeLozier   04/21/2017 
Reuben Ulrich    12/20/2017 

Owen Michael Sprain 01/29/2017 
David Noriek   02/05/2017 
Addison Esther Mize 04/30/2017 

Emma Elizabeth Ann Clark 05/21/2016 
Clark Margo Nielsen 12/09/2017 
Avery Wilder Salmen 12/17/2017 
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Officers of the Congregation 

President: Dave Karst 
Vice President: Scottie Moore 

Secretary: Lisa Keller 
Treasurer: Kent Garvin 

 
 
 

Church Council (2 Year Terms) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Review Committee (3 Year Term) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trust Fund Committee (2 Year Term) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TLC Preschool Board (2 Year Term) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 Nominating Committee 
Deana Andrist, Steph Dugger, Judy Flatley, Herb Haller, Lynne Pearson & Patty Telleen  

 
 
 
 
 

Synod Assembly for 2018 
Ron & Bonnie Bend 

Term Expiring January 2018 
Lisa Keller, Secretary 

Dawn Theis, Social/Eco Justice 
Sharon Johnson, Social/Eco Justice 

Scottie Moore, Vice President 
Jodi Burgoon, Worship/Music 

Term Expiring January 2019 
Betty Wagner, Finance 
Dave Karst, President 

Richard Morton, Property 
Ron Bend, Faith/Service/Hosp 

 

Term Expiring January 2020 
Scottie Moore, Vice President 
Jodi Burgoon, Worship/Music 

Andrea Sauer, Secretary 
Don Heyse, Social/Eco Justice 
Lisa Dunworth, Faith Formation 

Term Expiring Jan 2018 
Richard Anderson 

Term Expiring Jan 2019 
Lana Schueler 

Term Expiring Jan 2020 
Jeni Makinen 

Term Expiring Jan 2021 
Bob Beckman 

Term Expiring Jan 2018 
Merry Hulse 

Gary Schwartz 
 
 

Term Expiring Jan 2019 
Eric Biedermann 

Jean Ferrin 
Clint Borkowski* 

*Clint is filling a 1 year vacancy 

Term Expiring Jan 2020 
Kevin Dryg 
Merry Hulse 

Gary Schwartz 

Term Expiring Jan 2018 
Shelley Aust 

Howard Smith 
Kelli Karst 

Term Expiring Jan 2019 
Scottie Moore 

Ron Splittgerber 
 

Term Expiring Jan 2020 
Shelley Aust 

Howard Smith 
Melissa Mize 
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Ministry Support 
Trinity is very blessed with people who are willing to share their time and talents with us. The staff at 
Trinity would like to take a moment to thank you for all you do to for us and our members.  
 Tim Anderson  Steve Dugger  Scottie Moore 
 Shelley Aust   Jean Ferrin   Marilyn Morrissey 
 Cheryl Backsen  Jon Fosse   Richard Morton 
 Phyllis Beard   Gen Frank   Diann Nygaard 
 Bob Beckman  Jim Frye   Al & Mary Rohde 
 Elaine Beckman  Carolyn Funk   Pastor Paul Schairer 
 Dave Burgoon  Merry Hulse   Ron Splittgerber 
 Marilyn Bycroft  Wally & Pam Jacobson Sylvie Supinski 
 Gayle Currie   Esther Johnson  Patty Telleen 
 Anna Chapman  Lisa Keller   Ken Teumer 
 Anita & Sam Dahlquist Dick Kling   Connie Toohey 
 Louise Dalke   Johnny Kochenburger Rosamary Weinmeister 
 Katie Dryg   Mary Ann Miller 
 
 
The above volunteers help to assemble bulletins, assemble the Tidings, count the offering and enter 
the contributions into the computer, keep our welcome center staffed and organized, help with technical 
issues in the office, lead Faith Village education hour, make sure our grounds and building are kept 
beautiful and clean, do lockup every evening, and many, many more! Please forgive us if we have 
missed your name, as your service is very much appreciated! Our most sincere thank you for all your 
help and Many Blessings for 2018. 
 
Deana Andrist, Office Administrator 
Debbie Schwartz, Financial Manager 
Amanda Backsen, Director of Communications 
Kelli Karst, Director of Faith Formation-Children and Families 
Interim Pastors Randall & Gail Mundt 
Pastor Rick Reiten 
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Finance, Gratitude, and Stewardship Report 2017 
 
The members of the Trinity finance committee were Kent Garvin, Treasurer, Debbie Schwartz, Staff 
liaison, Howard Smith, Marilyn Hartig, John Wagner, and Betty Wagner, Chair. This committee worked 
hard to assure that the finances of the congregation were managed in the best possible manner. We 
would like thank Debbie for her continuous support, teaching and dedication to Trinity Lutheran Church 
finances. 
 
The 2017 budget was $502,600 for revenue and $492,600 for expenses. We ended the year with 
$433,423 in revenue and $447,795 in expenses for a deficit of $14,373. The final deficit is significantly 
less than the deficit of November. The Finance committee did have to use our line of credit for a loan in 
the amount of $28,955.20, however, we are happy to report that due to very generous gifts at the end 
of the year we have paid off the line of credit loan. The congregational offering of $419,355.85 was 
85% of the $492,600 budgeted. Building use receipts totaled $9,468 or 95% of the $10,000 budgeted 
amount. 
 
I thank the stewardship group for making calls, giving updates during services and writing appeals in 
the newsletter and for the educational forums. Kent Garvin and Marilyn Hartig served as co-chairs of 
the Stewardship/Gratitude subcommittee which was greatly appreciated. I thank the committee for their 
dedication and service to Trinity Lutheran Church Finance Committee. 
 
Respectfully submitted for Finance, Stewardship and Gratitude Committee 
Betty Wagner 
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Year End Statement of Position As of December 31, 2017 
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Statement of Receipts & Expenditures for the Year ended December 31, 2017 
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Youth Statement of Position Report December 31, 2017 

 
 

Youth Receipts & Expenditures Report January – December 2017 
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TLC Preschool Balance Sheet Report January – December 2017 
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Annual Financial Examination Report 2017 
June 28, 2017 
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Budget Overview 2018 Budget 
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Congregational Support 2018 Budget 
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Administration 2018 Budget 

 
 
 

Faith Formation 2018 Budget 
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Faith Service & Hospitality in Community 2018 Budget 
Formerly the Fellowship, and Faith In Sharing Hospitality (FISH) Budgets 

 
 

Property 2018 Budget 
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Social & Eco Justice 2018 Budget 

 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship 2018 Budget 
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Worship & Music 2018 Budget 
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Capital Campaign Up Date Report 
December 31, 2017 

 
In the fall of 2015 Trinity Church embarked on an exciting journey to address overdue facility needs 
through a very successful “Capital Campaign” called “Gifted to Grow, Given to Share”. 
 
Pledges totaling $729,338.00 have been spread over a three year commitment period including 2016, 
2017, and 2018. As of December of 2017 $ 423,984.00 has been received and $ 262,838.00 spent on 
construction of the priorities identified by the congregation when the campaign began. Thanks to 
everyone for the continued financial support for this campaign. 
 

 
 
The remaining $ 305,354.00 is due in 2018. Projects to be pursued in the coming year include 
completion of the bathroom remodels, new furnaces, carpeting, showers, kitchen up grades, and 
endowment. Benevolence will continue at 10% of total proceeds. 
 
Campaign Fulfillment Committee, Gary Schwartz, Kent Garvin, Steve Dugger, 
                                                       John Fosse, Lynn Pearson, Pastor Rick 
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Trust Fund Report 
For calendar year ended December 31, 2017 

“As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 1 
Peter 4:10 

 
During this past year, the Trust fund members (Eric Biedermann, Kevin Dryg, Jean Ferrin, Merry Hulse, 
Gary Schwartz,) faithfully and prayerfully carried out the Trust Fund Board responsibilities entrusted to 
them; to enhance the charitable mission of the church apart from the general operating and capital 
funds. 
 
The two primary sources for income to the Trust are memorial gifts, and the sale of crypts and niches in 
the Memorial Garden. In calendar year 2017, Trust received $4,958 in memorial gifts, and $2,650 for 
the sale of 2 crypts. 
 
Expenditures for the year were for engraving, memorial board plates, and postage. The Trust received 
no requests for funding during 2017. 
 
The ending balance for the Trust is $94,657.38. 
 
Trust did restrict $25,000 in 2017 to formally establish the Trinity Endowment Fund. These funds are 
invested with The ELCA Endowment Fund. The initial investment of $25,000 is worth $26,859.02 at 
December 31, 2017. We anticipate receiving $50,000 additional funding from the Gifted to Grow capital 
campaign in 2018. The purpose of the endowment is to preserve the principal, while spending a portion 
of the interest on an annual basis for enhancement of Trinity’s ministry. If you have questions about the 
operation of the endowment fund, or would like to know how you may contribute, please contact one of 
the Trust members. 
 
Trust also approved funding for a water feature to be added to the Memorial Garden. This work will 
commence in the spring. 
 
Submitted by 
Gary Schwartz, Chair 
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Trust Fund Statement of Position 
As of December 31, 2017 

 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church Trust Fund financial statements were prepared by Kevin Dryg as treasurer of 
the Trust Fund and not as a CPA in public practice. The financial statements have not been audited, 
reviewed, or compiled by a CPA. No assurance is given. See accompanying note to financial 
statements. 
 
Note 1 
As part of Trinity Lutheran Church’s Gifted to Grow capital campaign, $15,000 is planned to be given to 
Trinity Lutheran Church Trust. The amount and timing of this gift is dependent upon the amount and 
timing of contributions received under the capital campaign. 
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Trust Fund Statement of Receipts & Expenditures 
As of December 31, 2017 

 
Trinity Lutheran Church Trust Fund financial statements were prepared by Kevin Dryg as treasurer of 
the Trust Fund and not as a CPA in public practice. The financial statements have not been audited, 
reviewed, or compiled by a CPA. No assurance is given. See accompanying note to financial 
statements. 
 
Note 1 
As part of Trinity Lutheran Church’s Gifted to Grow capital campaign, $15,000 is planned to be given to 
Trinity Lutheran Church Trust. The amount and timing of this gift is dependent upon the amount and 
timing of contributions received under the capital campaign. 
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