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��  NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE - Sat., Dec. 31 at 5pm 

��  NEW YEAR’S DAY SERVICES  - Sun., Jan. 1 at 8 & 10 am 

��  YOUTH PLANT SALE - Jan. 1 - 29 

��  TRINITY OFFICE CLOSED - Mon., Jan. 2 

��  MORNING BOOK CLUB - Monday, Jan. 2 at 9:30 

��  MEN’S BREAKFAST - Tuesday, Jan. 3 at The Egg & I, 7:30 am 

��  NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION - Sunday, Jan. 8 @ 11:30 am 

��  T.G.I.F. - Fri., Jan. 13 at 6:30 pm at the Yernbergs’ 

��  MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GATHERING - Fri., Jan. 13 - Sun., Jan. 15 

��  NEW MEMBER WELCOME (during worship)- Sat.-Sun., Jan. 14-15  

��  TRINITY HOSTS SYNOD CONFERENCE - Mon., Jan. 23-Wed., Jan. 25 
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��  CHILL - Wed., Jan. 11, 18, 25 @ 6:30 pm (Wednesdays) 

��  BIBLE STUDY - Thurs., Jan. 12, 19, & 26 @ 10:00 am (Thursdays) 

��  PRAYER SHAWL - Sat., Jan. 7 & 21 @ 10:30 am (1st & 3rd Sat.) 

��  TRINITY AT THE MISSION - Sat., Jan. 28 at 10:00 am (4th Sat.) 

The Tidings is a monthly publication of Trinity Lutheran Church, 301 E. Stuart, Fort Collins, CO  80525.   
http://www.trinitylutheranfc.org 

 
 

 Trinity is  
a welcoming 

faith community 
living together 
in God’s love  

to share the joy 
of Jesus Christ. 
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Fort Collins, CO 80525 
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Pastor Gabi Aelabouni 
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Pastor Meghan Aelabouni 
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Church Musician 
 Marcia Yernberg 
 
Chancel Choir Director 
             Murray Oliver 
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             Chris and Whitney Stuberg 
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TLC Preschool Director 
 Brenda Harju 
 
Financial Secretary  
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             Deana Andrist 
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Custodian 
             Joe Ayres 
 
Church phone:  482-1226 
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 office@trinitylutheranfc.org 
 
Office Hours:   
 9 am - 3 pm  Mon - Thurs. 
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Bulletin Deadline: Wed., noon 
 
Tidings Deadline:  
 16th of the Month 
The Tidings is published monthly as 
a ministry of Trinity Lutheran 
Church. 
  

Worship Times 
Saturday Praise- 5 pm 

Sunday - 8 & 10 am 
Fellowship Hour – 11:30 am 

Sunday School - 9 am 
 

Beginnings�
�

Welcome to 2012: the end of the world! 
 

You have probably read, or heard, or seen somewhere that an ancient Mayan�
calendar has been translated to forecast the end of the world in December of 
2012. There have been many responses to this idea—from a website countdown, 
to a blockbuster film, to a cartoon strip I recently saw in which one ancient �����
Mayan, holding a circular calendar, says to another, “I only had enough room to 
go up to 2012.” His companion remarks, “Ha! That’ll freak somebody out ���
someday.” 
 

Mayan scholars, by and large, dismiss the idea that the ancient calendar predicts 
destruction for the earth. The more likely interpretation seems to be a transition 
from one age to another, like the turn of a century in our calendar. Will the world 
end? That depends on what you mean by “world.” While our planet goes on ���
turning, in our human experience, the “world” as we know it is always ending. 
Someone we love dies, and we face the world without them. We graduate from 
�����������	��
����������
��
���
���
�������������� ���
����������
�
�� -ending ���
moments come beginnings and new things. We are especially conscious of this as 
our family prepares for the arrival of a new baby: the end of the world of having 
one child, and the beginning of life with two kids. And as we’ve been advised, 
it’s a whole new world!  
 

As Christians, we need never fear the end of the world. In fact, it’s what we ����
proclaim! Why are we currently living in the year 2012 A.D.?  It’s because the 
chronology of our Western calendar centers on the coming of Jesus, an event that 
was considered to be the turning point of the ages. In Jesus, the world ended—
and another world began. In all the changes of a new year, we can be confident 
that God is always working to make beginnings out of endings. That’s what ���
resurrection life is all about. 
 

This month will bring some exciting beginnings to the “world” of Trinity. We 
welcome Murray Oliver as he begins his time with us as the Chancel Choir �����
director. Trinity will also welcome new members to the congregation on January 
15, and our new elected council and ministry leaders will begin their terms. On 
January 23 and 25, Trinity will host pastors and leaders from throughout the 
Rocky Mountain synod for worship and fellowship as a part of the 2012 synod 
theological conference. At some point this month, the Aelabouni family will�� 
increase by one with the birth of our daughter, and your pastors will share a total 
of nine weeks of parental leave. In advance, we thank the people of Trinity for 
the gift of this time as a family to adjust to our “new world”! 
 

The new year is traditionally a time for resolutions, our goals for how we will 
seek to change and shape our world. We also have some specific hopes for ���
�
��������������
���������������
������������������ 
����������
����������
������
create a vision team of members to begin discerning Trinity’s “map” for the next 
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God’s guidance and be open to ways the Holy Spirit directs Trinity with ����������
opportunities for ministry and mission. 
 

May the endings and beginnings of our lives and our world this year show forth 
the signs of God’s resurrection hope in Jesus Christ! 
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A Message from the Congregational President... 

Resolutions of Gratitude 
Everyone associates the start of the New Year with resolutions.  Empowered with good intentions, we resolve to do more of some 
things, less of others and start on a path to improve ourselves and our circumstances.  How about making 2012 the year of gratitude 
at Trinity?  We’re moving into 2012 with a strong foundation of leadership and community resolve coupled with a loving, welcom-
ing presence everywhere.  Are you ready to resolve to join our Trinity family in celebrating our many blessings, our multitude of 
gifts and our dedicated leadership at all levels?  There isn’t enough space on paper to address every gift that deserves thankfulness.  
Instead, let’s focus on the wonderful gifts that God has brought through Pastor Gabi and Pastor Meghan.  Not to be forgotten, of 
course, are Ethan and ‘baby sister’! 
 
We are so blessed to have both Pastor Gabi and Pastor Meghan’s gifts in leadership.  Their loving, compassionate presence coupled 
with their creative ideas and fresh energy have put smiles on our faces, energized us to step onto new ground, and motivated us to 
reach out with a welcoming presence into the community.  That alone is reason enough to resolve to be grateful! 
 
However, there is more that doesn’t always show up in the sanctuary.  Both Pastor Gabi and Pastor Meghan have had opportunities 
to serve the church on a synod, national and international level.  This past year has also found Pastor Meghan serving on the board 
of Sky Ranch and Pastor Gabi having the opportunity to speak at the RMS synod high school gathering and serve as a board mem-
ber for the Association of Lutherans of Arabic and Middle Eastern Heritage (ALAMEH).  In addition, Pastor Gabi’s roots in Israel/
Palestine open doors to our distant neighbors in a totally new and unique way.  Plans are already on board for an exciting interna-
tionally flavored event late in 2012. 
 
Not to be forgotten is the excitement of the upcoming family addition coming in late January.  We should be eternally grateful for 
the healthy pregnancy and look forward to celebrating with both the Pastors and Ethan on the arrival of ‘baby sister’.  Of course, 
such events will have some unplanned consequences on Pastors’ schedules, but will also add a new dimension to our family as well 
as theirs.  Pastor Meghan will likely be on leave for seven of the nine weeks of combined family leave and Pastor Gabi will plan to 
take one week of leave during that period and one week at a later date.  During the weeks that one of the pastors is on leave, the 
other will still be serving Trinity in the usual ¾-time position.  Although both Pastors generously give of their time and talents, our 
gratefulness includes the awareness of the seventy-five percent call they each have with Trinity.   We are excited and grateful! 
 
The 2012 Resolutions of Gratitude could go on and on.  Each member of the Trinity family is encouraged to consciously and  
intentionally make and keep at least one Gratitude Resolution in the New Year.  How about sharing that resolution with each other 
as a community affirmation? 
May 2012 be a year of blessings, surprises, joy and love in our wonderful Trinity family. 
 
Living and loving in God’ service, 
��������	��
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Alternative Gift Fair 
 
 Thank you all for coming to our annual Alternative Gift Fair, an opportunity to buy tangible gift items and make 
donations.  This year’s Fair yielded $6120.80 in donations and purchases for a dozen charities and  
co-operatives in Fort Collins and across the world.  The participating organizations were Evangelical  
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA Good Gifts, global), Heifer Project (global), Irish Elementary School (local), Murulle 
Foundation (Ethiopia), Sky Ranch (local), Equal Exchange/Lutheran World Relief Coffee  
Project (global), Women's Bean Project (Denver), Lutheran Campus Ministries (local), 10,000 Villages (global), Afghan 
Women's Self-Sufficiency Project, Geller Center for Spiritual Development (local), and Guatemala Project.   
 As an example of our impact, the ELCA "Good Gifts" and Heifer Project together will provide  
impoverished farmers with livestock that donors designated: goats, chicks, pigs, sheep, alpaca, honeybees, and a fish 
farm. Other items include mosquito nets, child vaccinations, blankets, fruit tree seedlings, school fees, and dental care. 
 ����������	
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to the world.  The 2012 Fair will be on Dec. 2. 
 
Submitted by Jim Frye                                        
 
 (See below for a note from a Fair participant, and see page 10 for photos from the Alternative Gift Fa ir) 

Stewardship Matters 
 

January…out with the old, in with the new.  The season of gift giving is over.  Or is it?  The gifts   
under the tree were nice, but they are mostly just stuff .  John Busacker, author of Fully Engaged: 
How to DO Less and BE More puts it plainly: “the simple truth is that everything you have is a gift.  
Your ability to work, be in relationship with others, live, love and prosper is ultimately fully dependent 
on your ability to breathe.  And your daily breath is a gift.” 
 
God is generous with us so that we may be filled with the spirit of generosity towards others.  Isn’t 
that what Christmas is all about?  Busacker goes on to tell us that “real generosity is never a     
campaign.  It’s a conspiracy.  It conspires to move us from the poverty of seeking more to an     
abundance of enjoying enough.  It challenges our instinct to selfishly grasp with a command to   
sacrificially give.” 
 
How will you live generously this year?  And how will that spirit manifest itself in the way that you 
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While we’re busy writing those thank you notes for gifts found under the tree, let’s not forget to be 
grateful for all that we’ve really been given.   
 
For God so loved the world that He gave his only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but may have eternal life.  John 3:16 
 
�������� !������
Stewardship Chair 

Dear Reader:  
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in your holiday gift fair this year.  We have found while attend-
ance at these events boosts our sales, more importantly they allow us the opportunity to spread the word about 
fair trade to many more people in our community, people we would not otherwise reach. Our sales at your fair 
totaled $521.68 which translates into sustainable employment, food, health care and education for many in the 
developing world.  Thank you again for your support of Ten Thousand Villages in 2011. Happy New Year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Jane Snyder, Assistant Manager/Volunteer Coordinator, Ten Thousand Villages 
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Trinity thanks our 2011 partners in ministry: YOU! 
 
On behalf of Trinity’s staff, council and members, we’d like to thank the congregation for the service and dedication of all 
who shared their time and talents in ministry here in 2011. With so many gifted and committed people in our midst, we 
know the chances of accidently overlooking someone are high, and so please know how much we appreciate and value 
ALL of you! 
 
We thank all who have given of themselves on a volunteer basis: the members of all of our ministry teams (including our 
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��� —and all 
those whose ministry here is “behind the scenes,” those whose unique gifts of friendship and care, prayers and support 
help to keep Trinity growing and thriving.  
 
We would also like to specifically recognize and thank some individual members who are transitioning out of ministry 
leadership roles in 2012. We thank our outgoing council members and elected leaders: Marv Jensen, Lisa Keller, Char 
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Andrist and Jack Hautaloma (synod assembly representatives). We thank our long-time fellowship team, Donna Palmer, 
Marianne Weinmeister-Ehrlich, and Marlene Schild-%�
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����
��������

�����$����-  � ����-�����
�����	�
those whose service ended during 2011, including council members Joe Domko and Vicki Albright, staff members Linda 
Bleich and James McCray, and nursery attendants Barbara Montague and Marissa Montague-Hopkins. We praise God 
for their contributions and wish them well. 
 
Trinity’s mission is to be a welcoming community of faith living together in God’s love to share the joy of Jesus Christ. 
This mission is only made possible by the participation of the whole congregation in ministry. Truly, every member and 
friend of Trinity is a minister, equipped by God’s Holy Spirit with gifts and a calling to share those gifts—not only “at 
church” but also in the community, and everywhere we go. May God continue to strengthen each of us to joyfully share 
our gifts in 2012! 
 
In Christ, 
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Handbell rehearsal is held on 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m . 
 

We welcome new and existing members.   
If you are interested in joining the  

handbell choir, please call  
Marcia Yernberg at 266-8680. 
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Chancel Choir rehearsal is held 

on Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m . 
 

We welcome new & existing members.   
If you are interested in joining the Chancel 

Choir, please call Murray Oliver at  
988-3265 or e-mail him at  

Murray.Oliver@colostate.edu.   
Or call Nyla Anderson at 226-0314. 

Worship and Music Ministry 
 

The Worship and Music ministry team would like to thank everyone involved in making the Advent 
and Christmas services a very meaningful, inspirational and welcoming experience.  We couldn’t do 
it without the many volunteers, including musicians, hospitality team, worship assistants, commun-
ion assistants, sound system operators, lectors, altar guild, and of course our fabulous Pastors. 
 

As we welcome our new Chancel Choir director, Murray Oliver, we want to express our sincere 
thanks to Brad Abbott for stepping in to the role of interim choir director.  His leadership, talents and 
willingness to lead the choir during this transition time is greatly appreciated. 
 

The Synod Theological Conference will be held in Fort Collins on January 23 – 25, 2012.  Trinity 
will host worship and fellowship on Monday and Wednesday evenings.  Trinity members and the 
community are invited to join us for these events.  Watch the upcoming bulletins for more details. 
 

Submitted by: 
Nyla Anderson, Worship and Music Ministry 

 Jan. 1 Jan. 8 Jan. 15 Jan. 29 

Hospitality 
Team  
 
 

Rocky Knudson 
NEED 1 PERSON 

Dave Karst, Terry & 
Renee Mize, &  
Diann Nygaard 

Ken Teumer, Merry 
Hulse, & Ronald & 
Karolyn Kufeld 

Ken Reumer, Bill & 
Marge Koester, & 
Parker Andrist 

Worship  
Assist. 

12/31- 
8am & 10am-
Delores Wisner 

1/7-Vicki Volbrecht 
8am-Mary Ann Miller 
10am-Kent Garvin 

1/14-Kieran Simske 
8am & 10am-Miles 
Blunhardt 

1/28-Rick Walberg 
8am & 10am-Steve 
Dugger 

Lectors Marilyn Hartig Don Mai Emilee Mai Gary Anderson 

Communion 
Prep & Serve 

Dave & Kay  
Armstrong 

Miles Blumhardt/ 
Delores Wisner 

Kate Stieben &  
Barbara Baggs 

Mary Ann Armstrong/
Deana Andrist 

Fellowship Hr. Scottie & Robyn 
Moore 

Tim & Cheryl Dolan Mark & Julie Markley Dave & Jodie  
Burgoon 

Sound  
System 

Jon Fosse Bob Waltermire Jim Frye Dave Karst 

Jan. 22 

Al & Mary Rohde 
NEED 2 PEOPLE 

1/21-NEEDED 
8am & 10am-Lisa 
Benson 

Sonia Nornes 

NEEDED 

John & Susie Stark 

Dave Burgoon 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH — Worship & Music Schedule   

JANUARY Altar Guild: Gen Frank and Marge Pratt  
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Meet Trinity’s New Choir Director!  
 
 
A native of Scotland, G. Murray Oliver received his degrees from the Royal Northern College of Music in 
Manchester, England and the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, N.Y. Murray has studied trombone 
with Chris Houlding, Rob Burtenshaw, Rob Holliday, Mark Kellogg and Ralph Sauer and conducting with 
Clark Rundell, Baldur Bronnimann, Donald Hunsberger, Brad Lubman and Christopher Seaman. 
 
Murray has performed with diverse performing organizations ranging from principal positions held with  
Lakeland Opera and the Missouri Symphony Orchestra to appearances with Opera Fort Collins, Cheyenne 
Symphony, Art Garfunkel, Martha Reeves, Ed Thigpen and The Shangri-Las. As a chamber musician,  
Murray has appeared with the Missouri Symphony Orchestra Brass Quintet, Alarm Will Sound and the  
Odyssey Chamber Players. Murray has appeared in concert and as a recitalist throughout the U.K., France, 
Belgium, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Holland and much of the U.S. 
 
Murray is currently Instructor of Music at Colorado State University where his duties include teaching music 
appreciation and serving as undergraduate advisor. He has previously taught on the faculty of the University 
of Missouri-Columbia where his duties included teaching trombone, euphonium, and conducting the opera 
program. 
 
Prior to his arrival here at Trinity, Murray was director of the Chancel Choir at Heart of the Rockies Christian 
Church in South Fort Collins.  Please extend Murray a warm welcome! 

Equal Exchange Coffee News 
 
     The latest order is for Bright Day Brew (ground, on sale for $1 off), Sisters' Blend (ground), Organic  
Decaf (ground), and English Breakfast Tea. The cocoa mix hasn't sold well over the years, so if you want it 
reordered, drop Jim Frye a note to that effect in kiosk #52.  A few gift notes are available in the coffee  
cabinet, and these explain briefly what fair trade means.  You can find plastic grocery bags to 
reuse, located on the bottom shelf of the cabinet.  Happy sipping!  
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YOUTH PLANT SALE: The Trinity youth will be holding a plant sale beginning this month.  The youth will 
be available between and after worship services to take your order.  Orders are due Feb. 12, and if you pay 
when you place your order, you will receive a free geranium!  These plants are perfect for Mother’s Day gifts, 
for Trinity’s planned community garden, or for your own enjoyment.  All proceeds will go directly to the youth 
mission account.  Plants can be picked up on Sat., May 5.  Thank you for your support of  our youth! 
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Photos from Trinity’s Alternative Gift Fair 
Sun., Dec. 4 
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Marie Phillips, 1/2 
Stan Cole, 1/3 
Delores Wisner, 1/3 
Al Ekblad, 1/5 
Victor Peterson, 1/5 
Vicky Splittgerber, 1/6 
Kelli Karst, 1/6 
Bethany Bailey, 1/6 
Pat Jacob, 1/7 
Madelyn Moore, 1/7 
Benjamin LoRash-Neuenschwander, 1/8 
Ron Splittgerber, 1/9 
Don Weinmeister, 1/10 
Al Rohde, 1/10 
Kim McMahon, 1/10 
Ryan Andrist, 1/11 
Cathy Thompson, 1/12 
Miles Blumhardt, 1/13 
Sara Flatley, 1/13 
Hollis Anderson, 1/15 
Susan Lamb, 1/16 

Char Gaalswyk, 1/16 
Kurt Faulkner, 1/16 
John Mulnix, 1/17 
Jean Ferrin, 1/17 
Gary Anderson, 1/17 
Charlie Keller, 1/18 
Cara Scohy, 1/18 
Dick Anderson, 1/19 
Dean Gebhardt, 1/19 
Rachel Simonson, 1/19 
Chris Fendler, 1/22 
Heidi LoRash-Neuenschwander, 1/22 
Steve Dugger, 1/23 
Chance Foster, 1/23 
George Splittgerber, 1/25 
Rhonda George, 1/25 
Peggy Lynch, 1/26 
Irene Ekblad, 1/30 
Esther Johnson, 1/31 
 

If you don’t see your birthday listed, please call the office at 482-
1226 and let us know. 

���/89/0�� 40�*-/�� ��))483)�3����:���

Larry & Joyce Lee, 1/1 
Quinn & Carolyn Funk, 1/5 
Bob & Barb Keyser, 1/15 
Ron & Marilyn Bycroft, 1/26 
Reuben & Emma Ulrich, 1/31 
 
 

 
  If you don’t see your  anniversary  listed, please     
  call the office at 482-1226 and let us know. 

������/89/0��/8841�0)/0�� ��))483)�3����:�

GIFT Calendar:  
January 2012 

 
1/11:   Chill 6pm dinner, 6:30-8:30 
1/13-15: Middle School Youth Gathering (Colorado Springs) 
1/15:   9am Sunday School 
1/18:   Chill 6pm dinner, 6:30-8:30 
1/22:  9am Sunday School 
1/25:   Chill 6pm dinner, 6:30-8:30 
1/29:   9am Sunday School 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet Saturday, January 7 and 21, 2012, at 10:30 a.m. 
in the church library. We welcome any knitters and crocheters to join us.  If you  
cannot attend during the ministry times on Saturday, but would still like to knit  
or crochet for the ministry, please contact either Mary Wolpert (556-2015) or Vicki 
Volbrecht (206.4684).  At this time we are in need of knitted or crocheted baby  
blankets for baptisms.  
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The Morning Book Club  
 

The Trinity Morning Book Club meets on the first Monday 
of each month at 9:30 am in the church library.  We have a 
book of the month that we discuss. We try to have a  
variety of books and pick them three to four months ahead 
so everyone has time to read them. These books are  
purchased and kept in the church library where anyone 
can check them out. The books are all in one section and 
have a yellow dot on the spine of the book. All are wel-
come to be part of this group. If you have questions feel 
free to call Lois Olsen (206-0764) or Mary Wolpert (556-
2015).  
  
January 2 -  Same Kind of Different As Me 
                         by Ron Hall & Denver Moore 
 
February 6 -  Left Neglected by Lisa Genova 
 
March 5 -  Swamplandia! by Karen Russell 
 
April 9 -  Ape House by Sara Gruen 
 
May 7 -  The Immortal Life of Henrietta                  
                          Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 

���/89/0���345��
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Join your friends at Ralph & Marcia’s home  

on Fri., Jan. 13th at 6:30 pm. Bring an appetizer to 
share (and your own beverage, if desired). Coffee 

and a non-alcoholic beverage will be provided. 
  

Address: 4537 Seaboard Ln. 
Fort Collins, CO  80525 

  
Call (970) 266-8680 if you need directions. 

All are welcome! 

TRINITY @ THE MISSION 
  

We are in need of people to work at the  
mission on Saturday, January 28th from  

10 am-noon or noon-2 pm. There is a sign-up 
sheet in the Narthex or you could contact Diann  

Nygaard at 377-/001��

���/23 -2218.  
Thank you for your faithful support!   

�
�����������	
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��
��
 
All men in the congregation are 

invited and encouraged to attend and receive the 
blessings of this fellowship the first Tuesday of 
each month. 

 

Tuesday, January 3rd 
The Egg and I (in the back room) 
2809 South College @ 7:30 a.m.  

Are you interested in becoming a member of Trinity Lutheran Church?  
 

Please attend an orientation for new members on Sun., Jan. 8, 2012 at 11:30 am.  New members will be  
welcomed in their worship service of choice on Jan. 14 or 15, 2012.   

Trinity to Host Synod Conference  
 
Trinity is honored to help host the annual theological conference for the ELCA's Rocky Mountain 
Synod. The purpose of the Theological Conference is to provide leaders the opportunity to gather 
from across the vast distances of the synod for worship, theological reflection, fellowship, networking 
and spiritual renewal.  Rostered leaders (pastors, diaconal ministers and associates in ministry) and 
other leaders (seminarians, youth directors, camp staff musicians, administrators, etc.) are  
encouraged to attend. Two evening worship services will be held at Trinity: Monday, January 23 at 5 
pm and Wednesday, January 25 at 7:45 pm that are open to the public.  
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Council Minutes: 11/8/2011 

 
Call to Order 

 
Members Present:  )�������&�������)����4
��
���(����5
��
���6����-��
 ������(����"
��
�
���%�����������	 ��Miles Blumhardt 
Absent: "�
�����
�+���
���6��
��&�������  
Staff Present: Pastor Gabi, Pastor Meghan 
 
Devotions – Lisa Keller 
  
Continuing study of “Reclaiming the ‘L’ Word” 

Chapter 6 ‘Everyone Has Something to Offer’ 
 

"
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Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Vice President’s Report: Marv briefly reported on the potential use of a loop around the Sanctuary.  However, only specific hearing 
aids (about 30%) have this type of capability. Next step is to have the soundboard evaluated.  Marv’s full Report is in the 
Ministry Reports.   

 
Treasurer’s Report:  Lana reviewed the Financial Report ending October 31, 2011.  She reported that there was a budgeting mistake 

- Pastors’ childcare was budgeted twice. Lana made a motion to accept Steve Simske, Leslie Eferd and Donna Dauner to a 
3 year term on the Financial Review Committee: Marv seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 
President’s Report:  Marilyn reported that she has received great response from the Ministries re the Master Calendar and reminded 

everyone of the December 1 deadline.  She also reported that the Christian Women’s Society at CSU is starting a 6 week 
course starting in January.   

 
Old Business:  

Pastors & People update 
The handout notes were published in the Tidings and they are still working with Lee Lamb to create a video of the workshop. 

 
Welcome Event 
A welcome event for the new staff will likely be held around Epiphany. 
 
Congregational Meeting 
Written ballots will be offered at each service and all will be tallied after the 10 am service on Sunday. 

 
Fellowship Chair Update 
Chair is still vacant and Committee is currently working on a few possibilities. 
 
Choir Director Update 
Two candidates have been interviewed and their references checked.  It is anticipated that a decision will be made by 
Thanksgiving, but the new Director will not start until after the New Year. 
  

New Business 
Christmas Party 
Council will have a Christmas party and white elephant gift exchange on December 18 at Canino’s … party in lieu of Decem-
ber’s Council meeting.  
 
Council Retreat 
Council Retreat is tentatively slated for March 23-24, 2012 at the Abbey. 
 
Vision Team Formation 
New Council will discuss the same in January 2012. 
 
Maternity Leave 
Each Pastor is given 4.5 weeks with full salary and benefits, but only one week can be shared (both Pastors gone).  The 
Pastors will provide a tentative leave schedule to Council and it will likely be published in the Tidings and/or Bulletin.   The 
Pastors have tentatively determined that Pastor Meghan will take 7/7.5 weeks of leave and Pastor Gabi will take 1.5/2 
weeks.  Both Pastors will be present during Holy Week, Easter and, as much as possible during Lent.  It is likely that Pastor 
Gabi will not take his leave until after Easter.   
 

Closed meeting with Lord’s Prayer. 
 
12/18/11 Addendum to Minutes  – (���� ���
� ��)������ ��� ���
� ��
� ������ ��;<:�%������� �� ������)���� �

���
�� ��
� �������� �)������
passed unanimously.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Lisa Keller 
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Thrivent Cares – Members Share  
During our first 90 day mission project for 2012 we will be focusing on supporting the teachers at Irish Elementary 

School in north Fort Collins by helping them prepare for the spring semester of 2012. Irish is a very high poverty school 
with its teachers facing rigorous demands. The teachers often purchase school supplies and other basic student needs 
out of their own pockets. If you are interested in sponsoring a teacher by helping to fulfill their “wish list”, we will have 

more information available in future bulletins on how you can support those who are supporting many. 
 

Thrivent Financial Representatives, Ryan Behm and Nancy Behm are excited to ring in The New Year with Irish. They 
look forward to showing love and compassion to the Irish community by offering members a way to give back in 2012.  

Happy New Year!  

The Gift of a Green Christmas Tree 
Thrivent Financial Representatives Ryan Behm and Nancy Behm wish to thank everyone for the donations, volunteers 
and support of The Gift of a Green Christmas Tree project. This mission project is very near and dear to our hearts and 
we are so grateful for everyone that helped and contributed. This year we have so far delivered over 210 Christmas 
Trees to families that otherwise wouldn’t be able to afford one.  Thank You!!! 
 

Thrivent Cares / Members Share: showing love and co mpassion to those we serve  

LUTHERAN ORGANIZATION UPDATES 

Thank You to everyone who supported LFS on Colorado  Gives Day!  Your generosity was overwhelming - we received 301 
individual donations for more than $84,000. Your gifts will help us reach more vulnerable children and families in our community. 
Overall, more than $12 million was raised for Colorado charities – a great day for Colorado! 
 
Care Management Solutions (CMS)  is a program of Lutheran Family Services of Colorado and serves individuals over the age of 
55 and their families.  CMS’ services are specifically designed to support older adults and their families as they wrestle with aging 
related issues.   This month, Care Management Solutions is lifting up the value of counseling services for seniors and their fami-
lies.  Many people believe that feeling “blue” or “nervous” is a regular part of aging.  It is not.  CMS has trained and licensed clinical 
social workers to help you sort out feelings and help you feel better.  We accept Medicare and many other insurance plans and have 
a sliding scale fee rate to make the service affordable to all.  Call 970-266-1788 to talk with our counselors.  

Below is a thank-you card from a Gift of a Green Christmas Tree recipient: 

See how to turn the corner from charity to justice at Faith Advocacy Day 2012! 
 
Join others from many different faith communities and be encouraged to keep advocating on behalf of the poor and disenfranchised  
in Colorado! Our voices together are stronger than our individual voices. 

Monday, February 20, 2012 9:00am- 2:00pm the History Colorado Museum, 1200 Broadway. 
Because it is a holiday, street parking is free that day. Special guest speaker will be Miguel de la Torre from Iliff School of Theology. 
Hear the legislative priorities for Colorado Council of Churches, Colorado Interfaith Voices for Justice, Lutheran Advocacy Ministry – 
Colorado and Jubilee Ministries. Learn how to engage more members of your faith community to participate. 

Registration cost is $25.00 by Wednesday, February 15, 2012. Includes lunch. 
Register on-line at www.lam-co.org or mail registration to:  Lutheran Advocacy Ministry, 455 Sherman Street, Suite 160, Denver, CO 
80203.   Phone (303) 777-6700 or (800) 525-:1=/��.
�����������
����8����  �>���
�
�������
 ��� 
8�������� -co.org  Questions: 
Br ad Wood, Lutheran Advocacy Ministry, bwood@rmselca.org 
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Dear Trinity Lutheran Church:  
 

I wanted to take a moment out of 
this hectic time of year and thank 
you for the surprising box of good-
ies I found on my doorstep.  It truly 
helps through my closing weeks of 
the semester here at Philadelphia  
University.   
 

Being so far away from home can 
be a challenge, but the support &  
generosity of the TLC family has 
been a blessing.   
 

Thank you for your kindness and  
encouragement! 
 
Sincerely, 
Kimberly Schmidt 

Hi Trinity!  
 

I just wanted to say thank you from 
the bottom of my heart for the won-
derful care package.  When it came, 
I screamed—I was so excited!  Eve-
ry time I reach for a goody, I think 
of my Trinity family and give 
thanks to God for such a caring 
community.  Happy holidays to all 
of you and I can’t wait to see you 
soon.  
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you!  
 
With love, 
Christy Beckman 

Thank you, members of Trinity, 
for the college care package.  The 
snacks and quick meals will help 
me stay focused on my finals this 
coming week.   
 
I really appreciate it.   
 
Thank you.  
 
Ellen Geppert 

Dear Trinity! 
 
Thank you so much for the college 
care package that you dropped off 
from Trinity.   I really do appreciate 
the kindness of the members and will 
definitely enjoy all the wonderful 
treats as I study for finals. 
 
Again, thanks for your  
thoughtfulness! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brett Albright 

Dear Trinity Lutheran Church:  
 
Thank you for your recent gift of $3,666.09 to ELCA World Hunger.  Your faithful generosity makes a life-
changing difference for people in need around the corner and around the world.  Your gift is appreciated now 
more than ever.   
 
In Christ’s service, 
The Rev. Daniel Rift, Director, ELCA World Hunger 

Dear Trinity Lutheran Church:  
 
We are so blessed to have a place to meet! God’s blessings on your church –Jean 
Thanks so much for the use of your very nice facility for our group meetings!  
Thank you so much for hosting our Polio support group through the year. –Judy 
We thank you so much for accommodating our group like you do. -JoAnne & Victor 
             (����������	
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-The Polio Support Group  

Dear Trinity:  
Thank you so, so much for the 
College Care Package! It was 
such a treat to have extra snacks 
and support for my last week of 
school, and I really appreciate 
the warm welcome I’ve received 
from you all at Trinity.  Have a 
blessed Christmas! 
 
Sincerely, 
Jennifer Meyer 
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HONESTY 
QUALITY 

    SERVICE 
  

 
    Complete Automotive Service & Repair 

    4512 S. Mason St . Fort Collins   
          (970) 226-8646    

Harley Bailey 
President 

FREE TIRE  
rotation with this ad! 

  
MARY’S  SEWING  

Need Help with your sewing?  
(970) 556-2015  

  
 *Hemming  *Zippers & Buttons  
 *Mending  *Minor Alternations  

Thank you to all who support our Tidings!  
Tell them where you saw their ad when you visit!   

 

Tony Maimer 

  
 
 
Celebrating 10 years of  

Excellence!  
TLC Preschool  970.221.9852    

Director:  Brenda Harju     
website: www.trinitylutheranfc.org 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
301 E. Stuart Street ? Fort Collins ?  CO 80525  

Registrations are now being taken for  
Fall enrollment! 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPONSOR THE TIDINGS 
AND ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS FOR A GREAT 
PRICE?   
 

If so, call Jen at Trinity: 482-1226. 
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Celebrating 10 years of Excellence!  
TLC Preschool  970.221.9852 

     
                                  Director:  Brenda Harju    website: www.trinitylutheranfc.org 

                                Trinity Lutheran Ch urch 
                                      301 E. Stuart Street ? Fort Collins ?  CO 80525   

                              Registrations are now  being taken for Fall enrollment! 
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301 East Stuart St., Ft Collins, CO  80525  -  970-482-1226   

TLC Preschool-221-9852  — www.trinitylutheranfc.org 
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Trinity has a new email address!  Please send your Tidings articles by the 15th and bulletin  
announcements by Wed. @ noon to: jen@trinityluthera nfc.org. ����
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
301 E. Stuart St. 
Fort Collins, CO  80525 
(970) 482-1226 

                        www.trinitylutheranfc.org 
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